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AN ANALYSIS O F CHILDREN 1 S PLAYS 
F OR MATERIAL SUITABLE FOR USE 
IN THE 
UPPER ELEMENTARY GRADES 
CHAPTER I 
STATEMENT AND JUSTIFICATION OF THE PROBLEM 
There is a growing feeling of a need for more work in oral 
reading in the upper elementary grades. It was stated by Daniell:!:.._/ 
11
- -oral reading consistently and persistently 
taught in our schools, can be one of the great-
est forces we have for true learning to live. 
It certainly makes for the development of self-
confidence. 11 
She also remarked: 
11
--By expressing with his voice and action what 
the writer has expressed in words, the child in-
terpreter makes the piece of literature a living 
thing to his audience and to himself. 11 
The use of plays as a medium for oral reading will make 
the reading period more attractive. Hiskey~/stated: 
11
--
1a play 1 does carry with it a connotation 
that gives an atmosphere of eager anticipa-
tion to which boys and girls (even adults) 
respond happily. 11 
Durrelli/indicates that desirable corrective work in voice, speech, 
l / Daniell, Mildred A. , 11 Oral Reading-- Why I believe in It" , 
Grade Teacher, 15:49, December, 1947, P. 49. 
2/ Risky, Eva M., 11A Plea for Dramatics", Baltimore Bulletin 
of Education, 27, No. 4:64, March, 1950, P. 64. 
3/ Durrell, Donald D., Improvement~ Basic Reading Abilities 1 
World Book Co., Yonkers, N.Y., 1940. 
and expres s ion can be accomplished through the prepared reading of 
a play. Peavy±/ stated: 
••Dramatics has long been recognized as im-
portant in securing better expression in oral 
reading , of improving the speaking voice, and 
overcoming self-consciousness. 11 
There are many plays available, but there seems to have been 
litt, if anything , done to determine what plays are suitable for use in 
g rades four, five and six. This study is an attempt to select a number 
of children• splays which are of high interest in subject matter and 
reasonably within the scopy of the intermediate grade child in reg ard 
to vocabulary and phraseology. 
4/ Peavy, K., ••Simple Play Production, •• Grade Teacher, 63:48, 
December, 1945, P. 48. 
. ·' 
REVIEW OF RESEARCH 
CHAPTE R II 
REVIEW OF THE LITERATURE 
In describing the place of the play in the school curriculum of 
today, Ward}:_/ stated that: 
In modern schools drama is often the meet-
ing place not only for all the arts, but for 
academic subjects as well ........ Informal 
drama when used as education is not for the 
purpose of training of actors, not for the 
production of plays for audiences, and not 
primarily the development of appreciation 
for great art. Its objectives are to give 
each child an avenue for self-expression, 
guide his creative imagination, provide for 
a controlled emotional outlet to help him in 
the buiLding of fine attitudes and appreciation 
and give him opportunities to g row in social 
cooperation. 
The purpose of the play according to Gainsbury !:._/should be: 
........... to use each play teaching period 
to develop the power and capacity better to 
enjoy other plays ; to approach new plays with 
g reater independence; to create living image; 
to interpret nuances of conversation ; and to 
follow motive, feelin g and situation with ap-
preciative under standing . 
l / Ward, Winifred. Playmaking with Children. New York: 
Appleton-Century Company, 1947. p. l l. 
2/ Gains bury, Joseph C. "Play-reading With Dynamic Meaning". 
English Journal 6 1 :403-410 ; October 1952. p. 405. 
"No play can be really enjoyed in the reading unless the reader 
can make its character come alive, 1 1 Gainsbury }:_/ further stated. 
In directing instruction for better appreciation of literature 
2/ Lawrey and Johnson- concluded that: 
Literature may be studied in different 
ways but no method is superior to that 
of oral interpretation. Through this 
kind of study the student partakes of 
the experiences o f all humanity and 
becomes of necessity a part of all that 
he has met ....... Since an interpretive 
art requires an objective~ attitude to-
ward emotion it should render one more 
objective toward his own emotions. 
Thu:s through experiencing the thoughts 
and feeling s expressed in literature 
and through sharing them with listen-
ers, the student receives that which 
is basic to mental balance and emotion-
al maturity. 
In pointing out the social and emotional values derived from 
drama in the school curriculum, Lease and Siks ~/ observed that such 
instruction is a stimulation of social development and can be an im-
portant factor in the building of fine attitudes, appreciations, and 
1/ Op cit., p. 405. 
Z/ Sara Lowey and Gertrude E. Johnson. Interpretive Reading . 
New York: Appleton-Century Crofts, 1953. p. 4. 
3/ Lease, Ruth and Siks, Geraldine. Creative Dramatics. 
New York: Harper and Brothers, 1952. p. 52. 
r ~ 
" 
inner security. 
The values that Horton }_I attached to creative dramatics can 
also be carried over to the written play. He stated: 
There is hardly a subject in which 
creative dramatics cannot be used. 
History, Geography and customs lend 
themselves naturally to it ........ in 
Science there are incidents surround-
ing the discoveries of famous scien-
tists. In literature a poem or short 
story can be dramatized. Health and 
social studies are easily brought 
horne by encouraging the children to 
work out examples ...... In music we 
have the lives of well-known cornl?os-
ers. 
The importance of play readin g as an avenue todevelop oral 
reading skills is evidenced by Durrell's ?._/ enumeration of the four 
important types of oral reading assignments, all of which are an in-
terg ral part of; the reading of plays -
a. Those requiring true audience 
reading ; 
b. Those requiring intensive study 
of selections for various purposes; 
c. Those designed to improve phrase 
reading; 
d. Those designed to improve voice 
and oral expression. 
1 I Horton, Louise. 11Do It Creatively". American Childhood 
3 6: 12 - 14; May 1 9 51 p . 14. 
2/ Durrell, Donald. Improvement of Basic Reading Abilities. 
New York: World Book Company, 1940. p. 11 9. 
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The value of dramatized material is emphasized by Durrell}:_/ 
when he stated that: "This type of oral reading is especially de sir-
able for cor rective work in voice, speech and expression." 
In describing the value of dramatization in the school prog ram 
Kwiat '!:._/ found that there were ample opportunities for: 
a. Personal development 
b. Improving grammar 
c. Arousing interest in stories and 
plays . 
d. Observing the amenities of polite 
society 
e. Innumerable other possibilities 
the alert teacher can correlate 
with dramatization 
In studying the dramatic instinct as developed in education 
Curtis ~/ arrived at the following conclusions: 
a. School trainin g of dramatic in-
stinct differs in toto from pro-
fessional training 
b. The form of g ratification of the 
dramatic instinct must be suited 
to the individual need 
c. The material at hand must be 
sifted 
1/ Op Cit., p. 12 1 . 
Z/ Kwiat, Charlotte. "The Value of Dramatization','· Elementary 
English 27:465-466; November 1950. p. 465. 
3/ Curtis, Elnora, Whitman. The Dramatic Instinct in Education. 
Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company, 1914. p. 218. 
I 
I 
d. The practical values of the so-
called unpractical must be rec-
o gnized 
e. The training must be continuous 
not spasmodic 
£. It must arouse and deepen the 
sense .:of moral values 
Procedures~ Play Presentation 
In evaluating the part dramatic instinct plays in the lives of 
children Miller!._/ directed and ur g ed the utilization of it in each child's 
educational process. 
The classroom teacher who capitalizes 
on this love o f dramatics can thereby 
provide an enriched language arts pro-
g ram which will as sure g rowth in oral 
and written English and in oral and 
silent reading. 
There is no better way of developing 
an interest in good literature than 
through dramatization. 
Describirlg'· drafuatics'. place in the educational process Wash-
burne '!:.._/ reported : 
The teacher 1 s concern is with the pri-
mary educational aims, using dramatic 
expression as a means of helping chil-
dren g row in social cooperation and 
g roup f eeling , drawing out each child's 
1/ Miller, Edith F. "Dramatization and the Language''Arts. 11 
Elementary English 29: 1'4- 18; January 1952. p. 14 . 
2/ Washburne, Carleton. A Living Philosophy of Educational.. 
New York: The John Day Company, 1940. p. 184. 
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arts 
personality, fulfilling his needs, and 
helping him explore his latent abili-
ties. 
In an article on modern trends in the teaching of the language 
in the elementary school Kaplan }) directed educators to enrich 
the oral language curriculum by a varied prog ram of organized planned 
activities. 
When the child enters school he has al-
ready made g reat progress in his abili-
ty to communicate his thoughts and de-
sires to others but in spite of this pro-
gress we know that the limited social 
experiences of the home have severely 
circumscribed his conversational devel-
opment . It is the function of the ele-
mentary school to further this develop-
ment by creating a variety of social 
situations which will stimulate the 
children to exchange thoughts and ideas 
and to express their experiences in 
words through organized planned ac-
tivities, and through enjoyable exper-
iences that make the child want to share 
sensory reactions related to these ex-
periences, spontaneous and prog ressively 
more mature and concise use of oral 
language is encourag ed. 
In a study of the actual use of plays in 3rd and 4th grachs 
1/ Kaplan, Louis. "Modern Trends in Teaching Languag e Arts in the 
Elementary Schools. 11 Elementary School Journal 
48: 476-83 ; May 1948, p. 478. 
9 
' d l / f d h Dav1 son- oun t at : 
The four most popular subject matter 
fields f or plays used were: ( 1) Health ; 
(2) Seasons ; (3) History , and (4) Safety. 
Home Life ranked fifth in popularity .... 
Pant 0.'mines and Choral Response were 
the two most widely used forms of the 
drama. Radio, Musical plays, and 
Puppetry were used equally often ..... 
One Third of the teachers used Dia-
logues as a part o f their dramatic pro-
gram. 
Davidson?:_/ found that of the seventy teachers who expressed a 
n eed for further subject areas in the f ield o f dramatics: 
Twenty-one teachers wanted additional 
materials in Social Studies ; sixteen 
in the Languag e Arts ; ten in Citizenship 
and democratic living; fourteen in world-
wide appreciation of what all nationalities 
have to contribute to each other and what 
they have contributed to our American 
heritag e ; eight wanted more plays in the 
fields o f Health and Safety; ten expressed 
the need for additional plays on lesser 
h olidays (Arbor Day , Book Week, State 
Holidays) and a few expressed a need 
for plays dealing with Arithmetic, Science, 
Radio, Human Relations, and the lives of 
g reat men. 
1/ Davidson , Ida M. An Alphabetical Subject Index of Orig inal Plays 
f or Th~d and Fourth Grades with Research on 
Justification .for and Sampling s of the ActuafUse 
of Plays in theseGrades . Master~thesis. Boston 
Univ ersity, 1949. p. 12 - 13. 
2/ Ibid. , p. 13- 14. 
10 
II 
The sources of school plays were reported by Davidson's study~/ 
as follows: 
Fifty-four teachers assisted their 
pupils in writing their own plays; 
forty-one found the plays they used 
in magazines; thirty-five found them 
in individual books ; as few as four-
teen found plays in compilations. 
Praising the well directed play as an excellent tool for child 
2/ . 
development Kozelka- enumerated its educational value. 
A normal child has many needs beyond 
those of food and shelter. He needs, 
among other things, food for his imagina-
tion, means of self-projection, an outlet 
for his mimetic impulses and creative 
ur g es, an under standing and comprehension 
of his environment, a workable moral code, 
the satisfaction of participating in a worth-
while g roup activity; and finally he needs 
to acquire an aesthetic philosophy. 
Challeng ing the old proverb that there is no royal road to learn-
ing Brinker ~/ pictured that path throug h the land of dramatization. She 
expressed the conviction that: 
Children, like adults, find drama inter-
esting because it represents life, not 
life as they live it, but full, heroic, re-
warding life ....... a shy child will g ain 
1 I Davidson, op. cit. , p. 14. 
Z/ Kozelka, Paul. "Children and the Theatre." Teachers College 
Record 5 1: 106-9; November 1949. p. 106. 
3/ Brinker, Evva. 1 10f Course You're Using a Play." American 
Childhood 37: 16-17; Octobe:r;: 1951._ p. 17. 
1_ 1_ 
It--'- --
from acting a brave, confident charac-
ter, and how much a bold, active little 
fellow will be steadied by playing the 
part of a quiet, dignified character. 
Whatever you want to get across, you 
can do it better by a play. 
1/ 
Advising truer interpretation of the play Craig- told the play 
director or actor: 
The more you bring to the interpretation 
of a reading or a play, the more you 
will illuminate that play or reading for 
others. The more you interpret a read-
ing or play with your remembered ob-
servations, the more you will illuminate 
the author's words for others! the more 
you le't your creative imag ination have 
f ree play, the more you will stir and 
stimulate the audience to original think-
ing. 
Craig '!:._/ listed further demands of true character portrayal: 
To portray these characters with sin-
cerity, intellig ence and vividness, you 
must learn to feel with their hearts, 
see with their eyes, hear with their 
ears, and speak with their tongues. 
Thus characters live for the audience 
and reader. In reading you suggest 
the characters, in acting you give the 
immediate presence of the characters. 
Assume the attitude of the character 
and you will find this comparatively 
easy. With the aid of the spelling on 
the pag e do not hesitate to use any dialect. 
! / Craig, Alice. The Speech Arts. 
Company, 1947.P. 
2/ Ibid, p . 167. 
New York: The Macmillan 
130-31. 
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Standards !or Selection of School Plays 
According to an article by Upton!.._/ play production aids the se-
lector or writer o f plays with the following measures o f worth: 
Two thin g s mark a well-written plan: ( 1) a 
good basic idea, and (2) clever, appropri-
ate lines to develop that idea. The basic 
idea should deal with some human situation 
that will hold and catch the sympathy of 
the audience. 
In a chapter on choosing stories for children to dramatize Ward'!:._/ 
advised the play selector to look for the following qualities necessary for 
a g ood story : 
Worthy central idea or motive ......... . 
economy in the number of incidents, each 
of which should build a little higher than 
the one before and lead directly toward the 
climax; a quick and satisfying ending after 
the turning point; characters who are in-
teresting and true to human nature ; dia-
logue which is brief, natural, and consist-
ent. If humorous the story should be 
sincerely funny, not written down to chil-
dren in a playful and insincere manner. 
Always it should have emotional appeal, 
though not too much appeal to any one 
emotion. The quality o f writing should 
be as high as that found in the best adult 
books. 
1/ Upton, RollandH. "Producing a Play." Instructor 53:20-21: 
March 1944. p. 2 0 . 
2/ Ward, Winifred. Playmaking with Children. New York 
Appleton-Century-Crofts, Incorporated, 1947. p. 52-53. 
1 .. ., t_} 
-'-='-=~===.;.;._;.'-----'=----- --
1/ Ward- further stated that the play should be selected with 
character building as an important goal. 
Ideal or poetic justice should character-
ize every story we choose for children. 
Advantag es _of Play Reading 
In an article on the power of dramatics Ward"!:._/ gave the follow-
ing as benefits to be expected when children are properly directed in 
their dramatic activities: 
Poise and Self-confidence are developed 
through association with dramatic g roups 
...... . .... f or building under standing of 
people, for stimulating independent think-
ing , for providing a channel for imag ina-
tion and controlled emotion, and f or train-
ing in expressing ideas f reely and effect-
ively .......... . 
Shane~/ in an article on the values to be derived from dramati cs 
corroborates Ward's views. 
Dramatization is a m eans of helping a 
child to overcome his reticence and 
self-consciousness. Slow-learning 
children are f requently devoid of a 
means of expression. Pantomine will 
1 / Ward, Winifred, Playmaking with Children. New York 
Appleton-Century-Crofts, Incorporated, 1947. p. 55. 
2/ Ward, Winifred. "Dramatics - A Creative Force." 
School Executive 54-55; August 19 50. p. 55. 
3/ Shane, Phyllis J. "Dramatization." American Childhood 35: 
19-20 ; May, 195 0 . p. 20. 
:t4 
provide a means of emotional release 
........... There is a direct social 
value, too, in working to gether ..... . 
Dramatics help to develop freedom in 
bodily expression and poise which re-
sults from freedom of movement ..... 
The child can express his feelings 
without fear of ridicule ...... Attitudes 
toward standards of right and wrong, 
toward qualities of character and 
personality are the results of experi-
ences in dramatics . 
An emphatic conviction that dramatics have an important role in 
. 1/ the language arts program of the Elementary School is vo1ced by McKee.-
By taking part in dramatizations, the 
pupil can develop a sensitivity to the 
close relation that exists between 
printed language and spoken languag e 
and can get needed practice in using 
required phrasing and voice intona-
tions. 
Describing the vast influence dramatic arts have on the commun-
ity and on the building of valuable citizens, Smith'!:._/ found: 
The dramatic arts furnish one of the 
finest of all educational fields for the 
learning of the lessons of democracy 
which will produce desirable citizens. 
The presentation of plays can help 
give to the entire school a sensitivity 
1/ McKee, Paul. The Teaching of Reading in the Elementary School. 
Boston: Houghto~Mifflin Company, 1948. p. 593. 
2/ Smith, Lawrence D. 11 Values to the Community. 11 Bulletin of the 
National Association of Secondary School - --
33; December 1949. 
15 
to community and world problems. The 
school play, if well done, can so touch 
the emotion s, the well spring s of human 
actions, that the citizens of a community 
may be stirred to attain tolerance, in-
teg rity, higher standards o f morals, and 
many other desirable traits of character. 
Sum:ming up the values derived f rom dramatic play, Betts !.._/ 
brough out: 
When children participate in dramatiza-
tion, they are given opportunities to 
create, to enjoy and to achieve emotion-
al security, to develop appreciation of 
seeing and doing . ..... Free dramatic 
play challeng es the child 1 s initiative 
and imag ination as he interprets some 
special role, character , or quality. 
He must do real sequential thinking 
during !lis performance. The child 
develops poise and confidence as he 
practices thinking for himself while 
on his feet. 
Directing educators to utilize the child 1 s sense of mimicry as a 
mode of study Merrill!:._/ reiterated that : 
Psycholog ists agree that conscious 
dramatic play beg ins about the a g e 
o f three and is at its height at about 
the a g e o f seven. The educational 
problem is not, then, the introduc-
tion o f the dramatic into the schools 
1 / Betts, Emma A. Foundations of Reading Instruction. Boston: 
American Book Company, 1946, p. 161. 
2/ Merrill , John and Fleming , Martha. Play Making and Plays. 
New York: The Macmillan Company, 193 0 . p. 13. 
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....... but it is to maintain it during 
the school period and to direct it. 
The appeal, the value and the opportunities afforded the school 
child by dramatization are cited by Dawson! ../. 
Children tend to lose themselves in 
the parts they are playing , so that 
the timid and repressed child over-
comes his reserve and his fear o f 
an audience. Besides developing 
socially, the child who plays a 
story acquires new words and ideas, 
learns to think in good sequence, and 
tends to develop a more flexible 
voice and clearer enunciation. He 
is often able to contribute orig inal 
interpretation and action and thus 
give expression to his tendency to-
ward creativeness, beauty, to ac-
quire poise, and, in g eneral, to 
improve their emotional status. 
2/ 
Experimenting with dramatic interpretation of reading McLeod-
was convinced that: 
''The play's the thing, 11 not just for 
special occasions but for everyday rea 
reading , whenever possible. Reading 
need not be school work, but school 
fun, that carries over into the home 
or perhaps originates there. 
The use of dramatics as a valuable aid for enlivening and cor-
1/ Dawson, Mildred A. "The Languag e Program.'·' Language Arts 
Leaflet. Number 5, 4 pag es New York: World Book 
Company, 1949. 
2/ McLeod, Frances. "Play-Acting with Our Reading. 11 
Volta Review 54: ? 4;_ Feb~uary 1952. p. 84. 
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1 . th . d . . db p k l/ re atlng e entlre ay 1s recogn1ze y ar er .-
Dramatizations are now being used in 
many new situations, to make a rule come 
to life or to fix a fact or concept in the 
child's mind in such a way as to help 
ensure its retention. 
Once the teacher has developed thedra-
matization habit, she will find many 
opportunities throughout the day for 
dramatic teaching related to a single 
subject or in the correlation of sever-
al. 
E ffects of _!'lay Reading 
Drama as an important factor in developing the conscience of our 
2/ 
youth is praised by Frank.-
The play, like drama throughout the 
a g es, focuses audience interest on one 
theme or problem, and, by the very 
dramatic presentation of the issues, 
gives the audience an awareness and 
sensitivity that is often new and en-
lightening ....... in identifying them-
selves with the players, boys and g irls 
gain an understanding of their own be-
havior. 
1/ Parker , Beatrice. "Dramatic Play For Primary Grades. 11 
Instructor 60~26-28; June 1951. p. 26. 
2/ Frank, Lawrence K. and Mary. "Plays to Catch the Conscience 
of Youth." New York Times Magazine 38; October 
23' 1949. 
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The f ar-reaching results of well-directed dramati-c-s on the moral 
1/ 
development of students, brought by Reich.-
The theatre arts enrich us socially, phys-
ically, and psycholog ically. Dramatic 
art, if taught and learned the right and 
difficult way, has a vast influence on our 
bodies, our souls, and our relations to 
other people. 
The m any benefits attributed to simple dramatization are revealed 
2/ 
by Parker. -
In addition to g iving real personal sat-
isfaction, simple dramatizations en-
courag e a child to express himself 
creatively and naturally ......... in the 
case o f children who are maladjusted 
socially or emotion'ally, dramatic play 
has real therapeutic value. Many con-
cepts can, throug h dramatization, be 
made concrete and clear for the child 
as he learns. 
The n ew values g iven today to oral reading are noted by Hildreth.~/ 
For a time, oral reading was in eclipse 
after having dominated readin g instruc-
tion f or many decades. Oral reading 
became unpopular as class size increased 
1 / Reich, Johann. "Why Study Dramatics? An Address to Students by 
Directors and Teachers. 11 Quarterly Journal o f Speech 
29: 53-55; February 1943 -
2/ Parker , Beatrice F ord. "Dramatic Play for Primary'Grades. 11 
Instructor 6 0: 26-28; June 1951. p. 26. 
3/ Hildreth, Gertrude, Learning the Three R's. 
Educational Publishers, 194~. 
Philadelphia: 
1 65. 
1 9 
and as educators discovered that oral 
reading stayed at the level of "word-
calling"; which tended to delay thought 
getting. Now that these facts are fuRy 
appreciated, oral reading can be safely 
restored in all grades. Today, oral 
reading is used as much as before, but 
with new appreciation of its place in 
school activities. Oral reading is done, 
not chiefly as sight reading to show the 
teacher how well one can read, but as 
a social skill, a means of sharing ideas, 
of communicating knowledge to others, 
of entertainment. 
Inadequate provision for the school play in the educational cur-
riculum is emphasized by Joyce. l/ 
The in-school dramatics program of 
many schools often fails to provide 
adequate experiences for students in 
audience situations in the theatre. 
This may be due to limitations of time 
allotment, absence of facilities, or 
lack of trained personnel. 
The rennovation of school dramatics is revealed by McGowan. :_I 
Literally hundreds of thousands of boys 
and girls are getting a critical and 
spiritual acquaintance with drama in an 
age when we used to see only a few 
plays a year. It is very new and very 
experimental--this training for leisure; 
but it is growing fast and growing surely. 
1/ Joyce, Catherine V. Portland Children1 s Theatre and 
Language Arts Correlation in Grades Seven and 
Eight. Master 1s thesis. Boston: Boston . 
University, 1951. p. 1. 
Z/ McGowan, Kenneth. Footlights Across America. New 
York: Harcourt, Brace and Company, 19Z9. p. 19Z 
2 0 
Light was thrown upon other new dramatic projects by Joyce.l/ 
The use of a community childJren1s theatre 
as a resource for increasing appreciation 
for the drama has implications for com-
munications in the language-arts program. 
There is value in such a project for 
junior -high-school pupils •••••••• Anything 
the classes in English may do to present 
dynamically a study of the drama will 
not only impede the pupil's participa-
tion and pleasure in in-school dramatics 
but will also increase his enjoyment in 
his role as consumer. It is this role, 
ultimately that played by most students, 
that will be enriched by field trips to 
theatres in addition to excursions to 
libraries and muse~ms. 
The place of the play as a part of school units or projects was 
stressed by Joyce.?:.../ 
The trend to block work into units or 
projects that stress pupil activity in 
addition to providing opportunity for 
individual differences is well on the 
way to general acceptance. 
The scope of dramatic activities and their appropriate presen-
tation in the elementary school~ is described by Raubicheck. ~_'/ 
There is a very definite educative value in 
being part of anything beautiful and well 
executed. If the children 1s only experience 
in the dramatic form is improvised per-
formance of naive unskilled plays written 
1/ Joyce, op. cit •• p. 10. 
?./ Ibid., p. lZ. 
3/ Raubicheck, Letitia. How To Teach Good Speech. New York: 
Noble and Noble Company, 1937. p. Z4Z. 
by the children themselves, they miss a large 
share of those ·rewards which come from ac-
quaintance with masterpieces of dramatic 
literature. If the rehearsals and directions 
never persist until the children are free 
to act in character, many of the by-products of 
dramatic imagination will be forfeited. The 
answer is not to abolish formal dramatics 
but to adapt it to the needs and interest range of 
the child. 
~ 
In conslusion Raubichecl_c !/ stated that: 
By all means feed the spirits of your children 
with a rich and varied dramatic diet ranging 
all the way from the simple recapitulation 
of actual experiences to the formal presentation 
of professional dramatic literature. 
1/ Ibid. , p. Z4 7 
CHAPTER III 
PLAN OF PROCEDURE 
The plays to be used for this study have been chosen from the 
magazine, " Plays" . .. !/ In these mag azines, the publisher has arrang ed 
the plays in three groups: 
Junior and Senior High 
Intermediate Grades 
Primary Grades 
As the work of selecting plays was started, it was decided that 
the classification made by the publisher must be i gnored. Each mem -
b er o f the study group read until he had chosen nine plays which he 
considered suitable . It was a g reed that "holiday" plays should be 
eliminated since so many of them are available and used f or assembly 
programs. The current need is for a good selection of plays of g eneral 
interest. The titles of the plays selected were checked carefully to 
elim inate duplication. 
The next step was to choose as many plays as possible which 
seemed satisfactory to the majority of the g roup . Since there were 
nine members in the group, it was agreed that six would constitute a 
1/ Plays Incorporated, 8 Arlington Street, Boston 16, Mass. 
quorum . F or the purpose of selecting the plays, each one was read 
aloud while the " jury" listened and passed judgment . Since vocabulary 
and phraseology must also be considered, each listener listed words 
and phrases which he thought might be difficult for children at the in-
termediate grade level. 
.If s ix or more o f the committee w ere in favor of the play, the 
words and phrases were read. Here, a gain, the judgment of a quoru m 
oi six w as the criterion for the final vocabulary list and selection of 
troublesom e phrases. These words and phrases were tabulated to be 
used in a check list which each child would complete immediately after 
the reading of the play in the classroom. If the "jury" rejected a play, 
the reader then searched through the m a gazines for a substitute so that 
the total n umber of plays might b e k ept intact. 
As each play was accepted, the reader prepared a pag e on which 
he described each character who appeared in the play. These descrip-
tions were designed to give the child a clear picture of the type o f per-
son he w as to portray. They were written in the con versational tone 
the teacher might use to help t he c h ild do a better job of reading his 
part. The reader also prepar ed a sentence summary of the play to be 
used in a final check list. These charact er descriptions and summaries 
were read to the group for approval by the quorum. 
The orig inal plan was that, in the manner stated in the a b o v e 
parag raph , a g roup of eighty-one plays w ould b e selected for sampling 
in sets of nine. It was suggested that the ~mbers of the g roup arrang e 
f or t en to f ifteen t eachers to sample each set o f plays in the classroom. 
An attem p t was made to revise the plays, using simple v ocabulary to 
adjust the plays to the appropriate g rade levels and omitting some pos-
s ib le irrelev an t l ines. It was planned for an announcer or narrator t o 
read the sta g.e d irections as needed. It was · hoped that the research 
inv olved in selecting the plays and the w ide sampling would yield in-
form ation to substantiate the use of plays as a medium for oral read-
ing and g i v e adequate indication of the g rade level at which each play 
might well be used. 
After listening to about twelv e plays, discussing vocab ulary, 
deciding whether or not each play was suitab le for use in the upper 
elem entar y g rades f rom point o f interest, it was decided that there 
were not h ours enough in the school year to prepare eighty-one plays 
f or sam p lin g in so thorough a m a nner. It was further decided that t h e 
revisions m i ght b e a violation of the authors' wishes or a violation of 
copyrigh t laws . Therefore, the g roup, a fter consultation with their 
advisor, decided to continue in the selection of plays as planned, with 
the purpose of thus compiling a list of plays with their respective check 
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lists, which had been read, discussed, and approved by a g roup of 
elementary g rade teachers. These plays would then be ready for 
s amplin g at a later date with research as to possible g rade level, 
v ocabulary and phraseology complete. 
This work continued until there were twenty seven plays ap-
proved, while a feeling of inadequacy grew among the members of the 
g roup . At this point a third plan evolved. From the twenty seven plays 
so f ar selected , it was decided that sixteen be chosen for sampling . In 
order to make the final decision, the twenty seven plays were reviewed 
and discus s ed a gain--always with the quorum of six to make sug gestions, 
reject, or accept. 
The sixteen plays were then arranged in four groups, the aim 
1 being to have four types of plays in each g roup. These were thenar-
rang e d alphabetically, by title, in ord er to establish the proper sequence 
, to be followed by each class which co-operated in the task of sampling . 
The plays having been selected, t h e next step was to devise 
suitable check lists to g ive the desired information. Various ideas were 
considered, check lists used b y other research g roups were studied, 
discussed, discarded in part or entirely. Much reading was done in 
1 
search of new and better ways of arrang ing lists and adequate methods 
of wording and phrasing in order to b ring desired results. The value of 
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the use of some form of sociogram was weighed and rejected-
It was finally agreed that twenty two check lists would be re-
quired, as .follows: 
Preliminary preference sheet. (See Appendix P~1" 
This check list was prepared to find 
out what experience the children 
might have had with plays and whether 
they preferred to read plays or stories. 
It was also designed to give an idea o f 
the type of play that might be enjoyed. 
An attempt was made through this 
check list to discover whether or not 
the titles of plays had any particular 
appeal to the children. 
Check list ~or eachplay ( 16). (See Appendix PIC.) 
Here, the purpose was to determine 
the reaction of the children to each 
play. A list of the characters who 
were met in the play was given to 
discover whether the children enjoyed 
the people they met and whether they 
would like to portray these characters. 
It was in these check lists that the 
tabulated words and phrases were 
placed. Through the reaction of the 
children it was hoped that some con-
clusion might be reached in regard 
to the appropriate grade level for 
each play. 
Final check list for each set of plays (4). (See Appendix P .. ~ 
These check lists were planned to de-
termine whether there was a growing 
interest in play reading as a result of 
the sampling, and whether there was 
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an expressed increase of interest in 
the oral reading o f plays. an attempt 
was made in these lists to discover 
if children enjoyed lis t ening to the 
reading o f plays . Finally, the reac-
tion of the children to t h e particular 
plays read was sough t. This w a s 
arrang ed through the us e of a sen -
tence summary o f e ach play, as des-
cribed in an earlie r paragraph . 
Teach er 1 s check list . (See Appendix Pu) 
The teachers o f the classes where 
plays were to b e sampled would have 
ample opportunity to note reactions 
o f the children, so a check list was 
formulated for each teacher to com-
plete as the work progressed. The 
list was arrang ed so that t h e teacher 
could note any appar e.nt' difficulties 
in vocabulary. She could also indicate 
the interest evidenced in the content 
o f the plays or a n y indication o f ap-
preciation of h umorous situations in 
the plays. An opportunity was given 
for an expression of the way the 
readers characterized their roles, 
and finally, the teacher might indi-
cate any improvemen t in oral expres-
sion through the reading of the plays . 
This list was set up so that the above 
inf ormation could be checked for each 
play as the work prog ressed. 
A pag e o f instructions (See Appendix P!\) had to be prepared which 
would g ive adequate informat ion to the many teachers who were willing 
to co-operate in this important task . The plays were arrang ed alpha-
b etically by title and the teachers were instructed to select the children 
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who would portray the characters of the first two plays. They were also 
asked to help them in their preparation for oral reading . The last two 
plays were to be done by the children, one child being chosen to act as 
chairman and select pupils who would read the parts of the different 
characters. 
Finally, a printer had to be located who would be able to cut 
stencils for the sixteen plays, twenty-two check lists, and instruction 
sheets for the teachers and be able to have the pages duplicated in the 
quantities desired and ready for sampling on the appointed date. The 
1 plan was to haye fifteen classes sample each set of plays. Each member 
of the group had contacted teachers who would be willing to work with the 
plays in the classroom. In some cases it became necessary to obtain 
permission for sampling through the superintendent and the principal of 
the schools involved. The group obtained from these teachers the list 
of pupils in the classes who would be participating, including the chrono-
logical a g e and intellig ence quotient of each child. From these figures 
the required number of copies for each stencil was reached. 
The plan was to do the sampling the week before and the week 
,, after February recess. However, after some discussion, it was con-
eluded that the break of a week would not be helpful in reaching the con-
elusions desired. Therefore, it was a g reed that the two-week period 
immediately following the February vacation would be the most satisf actory 
tim e. Sinc e the plays required an averag e of about e ight stencils, a g reat 
· deal of time was involved in the prin ting. The final pages were not re-
leased for collation until February twent y f ifth. 
After many hours spent in proofreading , and more hours in the 
collating of material, the real test was a b out to start. The plays were 
distributed to sixty classrooms in eight d ifferent communities on Feb ruary' 
t w enty eigh t . The check lists were to b e returned at the end of two weeks, 
on March e l even, for statistical data to b e obtained. This sampling 
brought the reac t ions of approximately one thousand eight hundred 
children. 
r 
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CHAPTER IV 
ANALYSIS OF DATA 
It was the purpose of this study to analyze plays in order to 
determine their suitability for use in oral reading in Grades IV, V 
and VI. The data was analyzed to determine:-
1. Which plays were most liked. 
2. Which character in each play was chosen to be read. 
3 . Which words were difficult to read. 
4. Which words gave difficulty in understanding. 
5. Which phlVases were difficult. 
6. Which plays the teachers considered difficult. 
7 . Which type of play was most preferred. 
8. Whether the use of plays tends to provide a favorable 
medium for improvement of expression. 
The plays were divided into four groups. Each group includes 
four plays . The data for each group of plays was compiled and 
analyzed s e parately. 
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TABLE I 
RATINGS FOR PLAYS IN GROUP ONE -GRADE IV 
NAME OF PLAY E G F p 
The King 1 s Toothache 65% 26% 13% 1% 
Kitty Hawk - 1903 44% 26% 14% 14% 
The Stuff of Heroes 53% 26% 14% 8 % 
Ups and Downs 66% 28% 4% 1% 
It is evident from the above table that the highest percentage 
of pupils rated The King 1 s Toothache, Ups and Downs, and The Stuff 
of Heroes as excellent. A very low percentage of the pupils rated these 
plays as poor. 
TABLE 2 
CHARACTER PART CHILDREN WOULD MOST LIKE TO READ 
IN THE PLAY . THE KING 1S TOOTHACHE 1 
I 
3'rd CHOICE CHARACTER 1st CHOICE 2nd CHOICE 
Ronny 28% 11 % 12% 
Judy 30% 3% 13% 
King 11 % 40% 5% 
Chancellor 4 o/o 5% 10% 
Three Attendants l o/o l 0 o/o 14 o/o 
Strong Man 5o/o 4o/o 5o/o 
Magician 8 o/o llo/o l 0 o/o 
Wise Man 8 o/o 4o/o 6% 
Royal Baker 3o/o 6% l 0 o/o 
Three Helpers l o/o 6% 15 o/o 
The above table shows that the character parts of Ronny and 
Judy had the highest ratings as first choice. The character parts that 
the children would most dislike to ".read were those of the Three Helpers 
and the Three Attendants. 
TABLE 3 
INFORMATION AS TO THE VOCABULARY IN THE PLAY 
THE KING'S TOOTHACHE -GRADE IV 
WORD CANNOT READ GRADE IV 
renowned 15 o/o 75 o/o 
devotion 6% llo/o 
a:rh.l.iSement ... r  o/o 7o/o 
proclaiming 7 5 o/o 2 5 o/o 
p ·ap.ula:c,e _ 32 o/o 65 o/o 
especially 30% 10% 
suggestion 5 o/o 7% 
associating 26 o/o 11% 
p .t. actically 29% 17% 
zounds 16% 49% 
immediately 11% 7% 
deluged 49% 20% 
omen 44% 51% 
thoroughly 23% 9% 
created 39% 17% 
circulated 46% 39% 
occurred 26% 29% 
wedged 39% 25% 
It is evident from the statistics in the above table that a larg e 
percent of the fourth graders could not read and understand the 
vocabulary in this play with the exception of the words: devotion, 
amusement and suggestion. 
TABLE 4 
·-
INFORMATION RELATIVE TO THE DIF FICULT PHRASES 
~N THE PLAY THE KING 1 S TOOTHACHE -GRADE IV 
PHRASE CANNOT UNDERSTAND 
lower first bicuspid 78 % 
lateral incisor 76% 
a question of exercise 11% 
obvious solution 64% 
a matter of principal 22 o/o 
pearls of wisdom 20% 
on good authority 26% 
definitely too civilized 29% 
as civilization went up-hill 31% 
most log ical conclusion 81% 
our toothsome morsels 91% 
on pain of imprisonment 34% 
benefit of our experience 27% 
guarantee a cure 19% 
The above table reveals that a large percentage of the fourth 
graders could not understand the difficult phrases in this play. Five 
phrases that could not be understood by the majority of the class are: 
~toothsome morsels, most logical conclusion, lower first bicuspid, 
lateral incisor, and obvious solution. 
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TABLE 5 
yENERAL INFORMATION IN REGARD TO THE PLAY 
'fHE KING'S TOOTHACHE- GRADE IV 
YES NO 
Liked the play 8 2 o/o 18 o/o 
Play too long 9o/o 91 o/o 
The above table shows that more than four-fifths of the pupils 
liked the play and less than one-tenth thought the play was too long. 
TABLE 6 
S:HARAC TER PART CHILDREN WOULD MOST LIKE TO 
' ftEAD IN THE PLAY KITTY HAWK- 1903- GRADE IV 
CHARACTER 1st CHOICE 2nd CHOICE 3rd CHOICE 
Harry Moore l o/o 8 o/o 40 o/o 
Johnny Ward 6o/o 16 o/o 7o/o 
Daniels 4o/o llo/o 9o/o 
Mrs. Peggle 2 7 o/o 25 o/o 3 3 o/o 
Orville Wright 31 o/o 18 o/o 6o/o 
Wilbur Wright 31 o/o 22 o/o 5o/o 
It is evident from the above table that the children most desired 
to read the character parts of Wilbur Wright, and Orville Wright, and 
very few children would dislike to read these two parts. The least 
desired character part was that of Harry Moore. 
FI'ABLE. 7 
iNFORMATION AS TO THE VOCABULARY IN THE PLAY 
KITTY HAWK - 1903 - GRADE IV 
WORD CANNOT READ CANNOT UNDERSTAND 
jaunt 26% 19% 
postmistress 29% 23% 
thrust 24% 21% 
scoop 6% 5% 
poppycock 14% 12% 
incline 26% 39 o/o 
velocity 68% 30% 
yonder 29% 24% 
skids 16% 16% 
The above table shows that approximately half of the pupils had 
difficulty in reading and under standing the vocabulary in this play. 
Almost all of the fourth graders had difficulty with the word velocity. 
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TABLE 8 
fNFORMATION RELATIVE TO THE DIFFICULT PHRASES 
lN THE PLAY KITTY HAWK - 1903 - GRADE IV 
PHRASE CANNOT UNDERSTAND 
takes to the air 26 o/o 
God-forsaken world 1 s end 69% 
Scouting around 55% 
The above table shows that more than half of the pupils could 
not understand the phrases: God-Forsaken world1 s end, and Scouting 
around. Approximately one -fourth of the children could not under stand 
takes to the air . 
--------
TABLE 9 
GENERAL INFORMATION IN REGARD TO THE PLAY 
KITTY HAWK - 1903 - GRADE IV 
YES NO 
Liked the play 91% 9% 
Play too short 4% 96% 
It i s evident from the above table that almost all of the pupils 
liked the play and did not think the play was too short. 
TABLE 1 0 
<:;;HARACTER PART CHILDREN WOULD MOST LIKE TO READ 
IN THE PLAY THE STU F F OF HEROES- GRADE IV 
CHARACTER l st CHOICE 2nd CHOICE 3rd CHOICE 
Johnny F oster 60% 26% 9% 
Mr. Foster 14 o/o 33% 10% 
Billy 3% ll % 22% 
Ralph 3% ll % 19% 
Lucy 20% 19% 40% 
T h e above table shows that the highest percentage of pupils 
rated the character part of Johnny F oster as their first choice and the 
smallest percentage of pupils would dislik e to read this part. 
TABLE 11 
t N F ORMATION AS TO THE VOCABULARY IN THE PLAY 
THE STUFF OF HEROES - GRADE IV 
WORD CANNOT READ CANNOT UNDERSTAND 
petrified 66% 30 o/o 
publicity 35% 2 8 % 
likeness 26% 15% 
dramatic 32% 24% 
It is evident from the above table that almost all of the children 
could not read and understand the word petrified. Approximately half_ of 
the pupils could not read and understand the other difficult words in this 
play. 
TABLE 1 2 
INFORMATION RELATIVE TO THE DIFFICULT PHRASES 
IN THE PLAY THE STUFF OF HEROES - GRADE IV 
PHRASE CANNOT UNDERSTAND 
obviously distresses 86% 
every-day tasks 35% 
honest prid e 34% 
the deed itself 36% 
The above table shows that the highest percentage•of'pupils could 
not understand the phrase obviously distresses while more than a third 
o f the pupils could not understand the other difficult phrases in this play. 
TABLE 1 3 
GENERAL INFORMATION IN REGARD TO THE PLAY 
/ THE STUFF OF HEROES - GRADE IV 
YES NO 
Liked the p lay 85% 15% 
Play too s h ort 52 % 4 8 % 
The above table shows that the majority of the pupils liked the 
play but more than half of the pupils thought the play was too short. 
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TABLE 1 4 
CHARACTER PART CHILDREN WOULD MOST LIKE TO READ 
IN THE PLAY UPS AND DOWNS - GRADE IV 
CHARACTER 1st CHOICE 2nd CHOICE 3rd CHOICE 
0 1Leary 15 o/o 22 o/o 9o/o 
Jimmies 9o/o 15 o/o 5o/o 
Doctor Max on 13 o/o 16 o/o 6o/o 
Sally Max on 25 o/o 19 o/o 23 o/o 
Tina 26 o/o 19 o/o 23 o/o 
Bill Sims 12 o/o 9o/o 34 o/o 
It is evident from the ·~ above table that the character parts with 
the highes t ratings as first choice were those of Sally Maxon and Tina. 
The children rated Bill Simms as the character part they would dislike 
the most to read. 
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TABLE 15 
INFORMATION AS TO THE VOCABULARY IN THE PLAY 
UPS AND DOWNS - GRADE IV 
WORD CANNOT READ CANNOT UNDERSTAND 
ascent 49 o/o 42 o/o 
shadowed 11% 15% 
fantastic 39 o/o 34% 
retirement 38% 26% 
dejectedly 54% 42% 
stimulating 69% 18% 
inexplicabl e 81% 9% 
routine 71 % 23% 
considerably 47% 29% 
precisely 50% 40% 
intercept 56% 32% 
testimony 46% 26% 
infirm 25% 40% 
hearsay 19% 17% 
· ·- ·auditor 71% 26% 
The above table shows t :1Jat a very large percentage of the 
children could not read or under stand the vocabulary in this play. The 
least troublesome word for the children to read and understand was 
shadowed. 
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TABLE 16 
INFORMATION RELATIVE TO THE DIFFICULT PHRASES 
iN THE PLAY UPS AND DOWNS - GRADE IV 
PHRASE CANNOT UNDERSTAND 
wander lust .80% 
g rand ·larceny 66 o/o 
blocks of stock 84% 
mystery addict 6S% 
search warrant 29% 
biding his time 26% 
high sign 27% 
split second timing 26% 
Sherlock Holmes• s stuff 25% 
Tampered with mechanism 49% 
time for Fast Stuff 16% 
aptly put 81% 
give us the slip 26% 
elevator shaft 21% 
far fetched 84% 
lives fast 29% 
keenly alerted to danger 89% 
4 3 
brilliant and enterprising 72 o/o 
ifchy fingers ll% 
disappear into thin air 11% 
I won't buy that l l% 
- - see the light 9% 
The above table shows that a large percentage of the fourth 
graders c ould not understand the difficult phrases in this play. 
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TABLE 17 
GENERAL INFORMATION IN REGARD TO THE PLAY 
UPS AND DOWNS - GRADE IV 
YES NO 
liked the play 89 o/o 11 o/o 
Play too long 45 o/o 55 o/o 
The above table shows that the majority of the pupils liked 
the play while slightly less than half of the pupils thought the play was 
too long . 
TABLE 18 
RATINGS FOR PLAYS IN GROUP ONE - GRADE V 
NAME OF PLAY E G F p 
The King 1 s Toothache 46 o/o 2 7 o/o 1 7 o/o 1 0 o/o 
Kitty Hawk - 1903 23 o/o 31 o/o 23 o/o 20 o/o 
The Stuff of Heroes 3 8 o/o 23 o/o 22 o/o 1 7 o/o 
Ups and Downs 66 o/o 17 o/o llo/o 8o/o 
In the above table it is evident that the larg est percentage of 
children chose Ups and Downs as excellent. This play also had the 
lowest rating as a poor play. 
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TABLE 19 • 
CHARACTER PART CHILDREN WOULD MOST LIKE TO READ IN 
THE PLAY THE KING 1 S TOOTHACHE - GRADE V 
CHARACTER 1st CHOICE 2nd CHOICE 3rd CHOICE 
Ronny 29 o/o 28 o/o 16 o/o 
Judy 20 o/o 14 o/o 30% 
King 24% 14 o/o 8 o/o 
Chancellor 2o/o 14 o/o 2 o/o 
Three Attendents 2o/o 4o/o 1 0 o/o 
Strong Man 6% 8 o/o 2% 
Magician 6% 6% _2% 
Wise Man 8 o/o eo/o 14 o/o 
Royal Baker 2% 2o/o 14 o/o 
Three Helpers l% 4o/o 16% 
The above table would indicate the part of Ronny as being 
the most appealing as a reading part, while a smaller percentage 
of pupils chose short reading parts, such as Attendant, Helper or 
the Baker. 
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TABLE 20 
INFORMATION AS TO THE VOCABULARY IN THE PLAY 
THE KING'S TOOT:HACHE. - GRADE V 
WORD CANNOT READ CANNOT UNDERSTAND 
renowned l 0 o/o 74 o/o 
devotion 4o/o 12 o/o 
amusement 6o/o 
proclairning 70 o/o 16 o/o 
populace 3 0 o/o 54 o/o 
especially 26 o/o 8o/o 
suggestion 2o/o 8 o/o 
associating 24 o/o 14 o/o 
practically 2o/o 22 o/o 
zounds l 0 o/o 6% 
immediately 2o/o 6o/o 
deluged 18 o/o 10 o/o 
omen 1 0 o/o 22 o/o 
thoroughly 14 o/o 14 o/o 
created 22 o/o 24 o/o 
circulated 3 0 o/o 38 o/o 
wedged 18 o/o 30 o/o 
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It is interesting to note from the above statistics that a 
large percentag e of the difficult words could be read but not under-
stood. The word proclaiming presented the most reading difficulty 
while comprehension of the W.OXd renowned presented the most 
difficulty in this play. 
':fABLE 21 
INFORMATION RELATIVE TO THE DIFFICULT PHRASES 
IN THE PLAY THE KING'S TOOTHACHE - GRADE V 
PHRASE CANNOT UNDERSTAND 
lower first bicuspid 44 o/o 
lateral incisor 70 o/o 
a question of exercise 10 o/o 
obvious solution 6 8 o/o 
a matter of principal 14 o/o 
pearls of wisdem 18 o/o 
on good authority 6o/o 
definitely too civilized 6o/o 
as civilization went uphill 6o/o 
most logical conclusion 30 o/o 
our tooth some morsels 44 o/o 
on pain of imprisonment 22 o/o 
benefit of our e xperience 26 o/o 
guarantee a cure 16 o/o 
With the e x ception of the phrase obvious solution the 
three dental terms presented the most difficulty in this play. 
Civilized and authority presented the least difficulty in comprehension. 
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TABLE 22 
GENERAL INFORMATION IN REGARD TO THE PLAY 
·THE KING 1S TOOTHACHE - GRAbE V 
YES NO 
Liked the Play 94% 6% 
Play too long 14% 86% 
Even though this play pre sen ted quite a large number of 
difficult words and phrases the children evidently enjoyed the plot 
and the reading of the play. 
TABLE 23 
8HARACTER PART CHILDREN WOULD MOST LIKE TO READ 
i!N THE PLAY KITTY HAWK- 1903 - GRADE V 
CHARACTER lst CHOICE 2nd CHOICE 3rd CHOICE 
Harry Moore 4% 4% 40% 
Johnny Ward 2 8 % 18 % 6% 
Daniels 10% 6% 10% 
Mrs. Peggle 2 8 % 10% 40% 
Orville Wright 12% 32% 2% 
Wilbur Wright 18% 30% 2% 
.5 0 
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The above table indicates that the parts of Johnny Ward 
and Mrs. Peggle were the most desired for reading. It was in-
teresting to note that each character with the exception of Daniels 
rated favorable in at least one of the three catego il:'ies listed in this 
table. 
TABLE 24 
INFORMATION AS TO THE VOCABULARY IN THE PLAY 
. KITTY HAWK- 1903 - GRADE V 
WORD CANNOT READ CANNOT UNDERSTAND 
jaunt 18% 16% 
postmist ress 2% 8 % 
thrust 1 % 12% 
scoop 1 % 
poppycock 24 % 22% 
incline 14 % 16% 
velocity 26% 28% 
yonder 6% 
skids 2% 
The lar gest percentag e of pupils had difficulty in the reading 
and comprehension of the word velocity. But on the whole the 
vocabulary was not too difficult for Grade V. 
Boston Unive-r.o.tt, 
School of Educati~ 
Ubrarl{ _.. 
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TABLE 25 
INF ORMATION RELATIVE TO THE DIFFICULT PHRASES IN 
THE PLAY KITTY HAWK- 1903 - GRADE V 
PHRASE~ CANNOT UNDERSTAND 
tak es to the air 24 o/o 
God-Forsaken world's end 6 8 o/o 
scouting around 50~ 
As it is noted in the above table over half the class found 
the phrases God-Forsaken world's end and Scouting around to be the 
most d ifficult. 
TABLE 26 
GENERAL INFORMATION IN REGARD TO THE PLAY 
KITTY HAWK- 1903 - GRADE V 
YES NO 
Lik ed t h e Play 88 o/o 12 o/o 
Play too short 8 o/o 92 o/o 
It is shown that the play was liked by the majority of the 
class, and that they found the play not too short. 
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TABLE 27 
_s:;HARACTER PART CHILDREN WOULD MOST LIKE TO READ 
IN THE PLAY THE STUFF O F HEROES - GRADE V 
CHARACTER 1st CHOICE . 2nd CHOICE 3rd CHOICE 
Johnny Foster 52% 36% 
Mr. Foster 10% 48% 2% 
Billy 2% 6% 26% 
Ralph 2% 8 % 30% 
Lucy 34% 2% 42 o/o 
The majority of the pupils as shown in the above table choose 
Johnny Foster as their first choice. No pupils would dislike to read 
that part. 
TABLE 28 
INFORMATION AS TO THE VOCABULARY IN: THE PLAY 
THE STUFF OF HEROES - GRADE V 
WORD CANNOT READ CANNOT UNDERSTAND 
petrified 18% 26% 
publicity 14% 30% 
likeness 10% 14% 
dramatic 10% 22% 
As is revealed in this table, the children had little difficulty 
in reading and understanding the vocabulary in thi s play . 
TABLE 2 9 
JNFORMATION RELATIVE TO THE DIFFICULT PHRASES 
IN THE PLAY THE STUFF O F HEROES - GRADJE V 
PHRASE CANNOT UNDERSTAND 
obviously distresses 82% 
every-day tasks 30% 
honest pride 30% 
the deed itself 36% 
Looking at the above table it can be seen that the largest 
percenta ge of pupils had difficulty under standing the phrase obviously 
distresses . 
TABLE 30 
GENERAL IN F ORMATION IN REGARD TO THE PLAY 
THE STUF F OF HEROES - GRADE V 
YES NO 
Liked the Play 100% 
Play too short 18 o/o 82 o/o 
As is indicated on the table above this play was unanimously 
liked by all the pupils. The majority did not think the play was too 
short. 
TABLE 31 
CHARACTER PART CHILDREN WOULD MOST LIKE TO READ IN 
THE PLAY UPS AND DOWNS - GRADE. V 
CHARACTER 1st CHOICE 2nd CHOICE 3rd CHOICE 
O'Leary 1 0 o/o 18 % 8 o/o 
Jimm ie 6o/o 6o/o 2o/o 
Doctor Maxon 32 o/o 26 o/o 6o/o 
Sally Maxon 20 o/o 24 o/o 30 o/o 
Tina 24 o/o 14 o/o 24 o/o 
Bill Sims 8 o/o 12 o/o 3 0 o/o 
The above table indicates that the children rated Docton 
Maxon as the character part they would most like to read although 
t he percentage in this case is not high. The character part they 
would dislike the most to read is that of Bill Sims . 
TABLE 32 
INFORMATION AS TO THE VOCABULARY IN THE PLAY 
UPS AND DOWNS - GRADE V 
WORD CANNOT READ CANNOT UNDERSTAND 
ascent 4% 26% 
shadowed 14 % 
fantastic 20 o/o 22% 
retirement 10% 22% 
dejectedly 42% 44% 
stimulating 24% 46% 
inexplicable 3 8 % 52% 
routine 10% 26% 
considerably 14% 52% 
. pl'ecisely 38% 22% 
intercept 22% 18 % 
testimon y 16% 22% 
infirm 14% 30% 
auditor 18% 30% 
hearsay 6% 36% 
IT is indicated in the table above the pupils found very little 
difficulty in reading the vocabulary. Approximately half the class had 
difficulty in understanding the phrases:! inexplicable and considerably. 
TABLE 33 
I N F ORMATION RELATIVE TO THE DIF FICULT PHRASES 
lN THE PLAY UPS AND DOWNS - GRADE V 
•I --------
PHRASE CANNOT UNDERSTAND 
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brilliant and enterprising 70% 
itchy fingers 10% 
disappear into thin air 10% 
I won't buy that 10 % 
See the light 8% 
Looking at the above table it can be seen that the largest 
percentage of pupils foimd difficulty in the following phrases, wander 
lust, keenly akerted to danger, brilliant and enterprising, itchy fingers, 
far fetched, aptly put. 
TABLE 34 
GENERAL INFORMATION IN REGARD TO THE PLAY 
BPS AND DOWNS - GRADE V 
YES NO 
Liked the Play 92% 8% 
Play too long 46% 54 % 
From the above table it can be seen that the majority liked 
the play, but almost half felt the play was too long. 
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TABLE 35 
RATINGS F OR PLAYS IN GROUP ONE - GRADE VI 
NAME OF PLAY E G F p 
The King's Toothache 3 9 o/o 32% 24% 4% 
Kitty Hawk - 1903 33% 27% 24% 1 5 o/o 
The Stuff of Heroes 43% 34% 18 o/o 4% 
Ups and Downs 44 o/o 23% 20 o/o 8 % 
It is seen in the above table that the best liked play is Group 1 
in Grade 6 was Ups and Downs while the least liked play was Kitty 
Hawk - 1903. Ups and Downs had the highest percentage of excellent 
choices while Kitty Hawk - 1903 had the lowest percentage of excellent 
choices and the highest percentag e of poor choices. 
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TABLE 36 
.CHARACTER PART CHILDREN WOULD MOST LIKE TO READ 
IN THE PLAY THE KING'S TOOTHACHE - GRADE VI 
CHARACTER l st CHOICE 2nd CHOICE 3rd CHOICE 
Ronny 21 o/o 20% 
Judy 25 o/o Zo/o 
King 2.0 o/o Zo/o 
Chancellor 6% 6% 6% 
Three Attendants 3o/o 1 o/o 5 o/o 
Strong Man 4o/o 1 o/o 15 o/o 
Magician 6% 3 o/o 2% 
Wise Man 8 o/o 5o/o 1 o/o 
Royal Baker 3o/o 1 % 6% 
Three Helpers 3o/o 1 o/o 7o/o 
The above table reveals that the character parts of Judy, 
Ronny and the King had the highest percentage of first choices. No 
pupils h ad a dislike for these parts. The least desired parts were 
those of the Three Attendants. 
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TABLE 37 
INFORMATION AS TO TH,E VOCABULARY IN THE PLAY 
THE KING •s TOOTHACHE - GRADE VI 
WORD CANNOT READ CANNOT UNDERSTAND 
renowned 8 o/o 64 o/o 
devotion 5o/o 9o/o 
amusen1ent 6% 
proclaiming lh 0 o/o 12 o/o 
populace 24 o/o 46 o/o 
especially 23 o/o 7o/o 
suggestion 2o/o 7o/o 
associating 2 0 o/o ll o/o 
practically 2 o/o 1 5 o/o 
zounds 9% 6% 
immediately 2o/o 6% 
delug ed 16 o/o 1 0 o/o 
omen 8 o/o 18 % 
thoroughly 13 o/o 14% 
circulated 21 o/o 32 o/o 
occurred 10 o/o 2 7 o/o 
wedged 14 o/o 21 o/o 
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It is evident from the above table that the word proclaiming 
was CDn outstandingly difficult word for the sixth grades to read while 
the most difficult word for the children to understand was populace. 
This play is within the reading level of the sixth grade. 
TABLE 3 8 
INF ORMATION RELATIVE TO THE DIFFICULT PHRASES 
· IN THE PLAY THE KING'S TOOTHACHE - GRADE VI 
PHRASE CANNOT UNDERSTAND 
lower first bicuspid 3 8 o/o 
lateral incisor 60 o/o 
a question of exercise 8 o/o 
obvious solution 60 o/o 
a matter of principal 13 o/o 
on good authority 5o/o 
pearls of wisdom 16 o/o 
definitely too civilized 6o/o 
as civilization went uphill 6o/o 
most logical conclusion 28 o/o 
our toothsome morsels 41 o/o 
on pain of imprisonment 20 o/o 
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benefit of our experience 23% 
guarantee a cure 16% 
As is shown above, two phrases could not be under stood by 
the lar gest percent of the pupils: lateral incisor and obvious solution. 
TABLE 39 
GENERAL INFORMATION IN REGARD TO THE PLAY 
'fHE KING'S TOOTHACHE - GRADE VI 
YES NO 
Liked the Play 9 8 % 2% 
Play too long 8 % 92% 
As is indicated in the table above, almost all of the pupils 
liked this play and did not think the play was too long. 
TABLE 40 
CHARACTER PART CHILDREN WOULD MOST LIKE TO READ IN 
THE PLAY KITTY HAWK- 1903 GRADE VI 
CHARACTER l st CHOICE 2nd CHOICE 3rd CHOICE 
Harry Moore 3% 14% 34% 
Johnny Ward 20% 22% ll% 
Daniels 5% 22% 19% 
Mrs. Peggle 30% 11% 29% 
Orville Wright 22% 17% 3% 
Wilbur Wright 20% 13 o/o 3% 
It is shown by the percentages in the above table that the 
character part of Mrs. Peggle had the largest percentage of first 
choices . The character part that the children least desired to read 
was that of Harry Moore. 
TABLE 41 
INFORMATION AS TO THE VOCABULARY IN THE. PLAY 
KITTY HAWK- 1903 - GRADE VI 
WORD CANNOT READ CANNOT UNDERSTAND 
jaunt 15% 15% 
postmistress 1 % 7% 
thrust l% 10% 
SCOOP 
poppycock 20% 19% 
incline 7% 7% 
velocity 19% 19% 
yonder 2% 
skids 4% 
As is evident from the above table the vocabulary in this play 
was well within the reading level of the sixth grade . 
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TABLE 42 
lNFORMATION RELATIVE TO THE DIFFICULT PHRASES IN THE 
:PLAY KITTY HAWK- 1903 - GRADE Vt 
PHRASE CANNOT UNDERSTAND 
takes to the air 16 o/o 
God-forsaked world's end 53% 
scouting around 16% 
The above table shows that more than half of the class could 
not understand the phrase God-forsaken world's end while a very 
small percentage of the class could not understand the other two 
phrase s that were considered difficult. 
TABLE 43 
GENERAL INFORMATION IN REGARD TO THE PLAY 
KITTY HAWK - 1903 - GRADE VI 
YES NO 
Liked the Play 100% 
Play too short 26% 74% 
As is evident from the above table the sixth grades unanimously 
liked the play, while approximately one-fourth of the children thought 
the play was too short. 
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TABLE 44 
CHARACTER PART CHILDREN WOULD MOST LIKE TO READ IN THE 
PLAY THE STUF F OF HEROES - GRADE VI 
CHARACTER l st CHOICE 2nd CHOICE 3rd CHOICE 
Johnny Foster 54 o/o 32 o/o l o/o 
Mr. Foster l 0 o/o 51 o/o 2o/o 
Billy 3o/o 6% 27 o/o 
Ralph 2o/o 6% 24 o/o 
Lucy 3 0 o/o 4o/o 45 o/o 
The above table shows that the highest percentage of children 
rated Johnny Foster as their first choice while almost none would 
dislike to read this character part. The character part of Mr. Foster 
is rated as second choice by more than half of the children . 
TABLE 45 
INFORMATION AS TO THE VOCABULARY IN THE PLAY 
THE STUFF OF HEROES - GRADE VI 
WORD CANNOT READ CANNOT UNDERSTAND 
petrified 16 o/o 24 o/o 
publicity 13 o/o 2 7 o/o 
likeness 10 o/o 13% 
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dramatic 10 o/o 17% 
It is evident from the above table that the sixth graders had 
very little difficulty in readin g the vocabulary in this play. A slightly 
higher percentage of the children could not under stand the vocabulary . 
TABLE 46 
INFORMATION RELATIVE TO THE DIFFICULT PHRASES IN THE 
-PLAY THE STUFF OF HEROES GRADE VI 
PHRASE CANNOT UNDERSTAND 
obviously distresses 75% 
every-day tasks 30% 
honest pride 28 % 
the deed itself 35% 
The above table shows that three -fourths of the children 
could not understand the phrase obviously distresses while less 
than one-half of the pupils could not understand the other phrases. 
TABLE 47 
GENERAL INFORMATION IN REGARD TO THE PLAY 
THE STUFF OF HEROES - GRADE VI 
Yes No 
Liked the Play 91,. 9~ 
Play too Short 13% 87% 
The above table shows that approximately none-tenths of the class 
liked the play while only slightly more than oRe-tenth of the class thought 
the play was too short. 
TABLE 48 
CHARACTER PART CHILDREN WOULD MOST LIKE TO 
READ IN THE PLAY UPS AND DOWNS- GRADE VI 
CHARACTER 1st Choice Znd Choice 3rd Choice 
O'Leary 15% ,,,. 7% 
Jimmie 23% 34% 5% 
Doctor Maxon 19% 10% 11% 
Sally Maxon 15"/e 9"/o 15'ro 
Tina 16"/o 9% 16% 
Bill Sims 11% 16% 45% 
It is interesting to note that all the characters. with the ex-
ception of Jimmie. which had the largest percentage for firat choice. 
were consistently high as their first choice. The character part the 
pupils wouldleast like to read was that of Bill Sims. 
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TABLE 49 
INFORMATION AS TO THE VOCABULARY IN THE PLAY UPS AND 
DOWNS GRADE VI 
Word Cannot Read Cannot Understand 
ascent 3% 16% 
shadowed 12% 
fantastic 2% 19% 
retirement 2% 25% 
dejectedly 9% 34% 
stimulating 37% 
inexplicab~e 11% 34% 
routine 4% 
considerably 14% 15% 
precisely 19% 21% 
~~------~-------------------------------------------------------------~1 
intercept 18% 21% 
testimony 18% . 20% 
infirm 3o/o 22% 
auditor 5% 29% 
hearsay 4% 32% 
The above table shows that Grade 6 had very little difficulty 
in reading the words that were considered difficult in this play. The pupils 
experienced more difficulty in the understanding of the vocabulary. 
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TABLE 50 
INFORMATION RELATIVE TO THE DIFFICULT PHRASES IN 
THE PLAY UPS AND DOWNS- GRADE VI 
PHRASE CANNOT UNDERSTAND 
wander lust 70% 
grand larceny 6Z% 
blocks of stock 57% 
mystery addict 53% 
search warrant 18% 
biding his time ZZ% 
high sign Z 1% 
split second timing 9% 
Sherlock Homes 1 stuff 1Z"/o 
tampered with mechanism 39'fo 
· time for fast stuff 11 Dfo 
&ptl y put 70% 
give u~ the slip 5% 
elevator shaft 9% 
far fetched 73% 
lives fast 11 '¥o 
keenly alerted to danger 71% 
TABLE 50 CONT'D. 
INFORMATION RELATIVE TO THE DIFFICULT PHRASES 
IN THE PLAY UPS AND DOWNS - GRADE VI 
PHRASE CANNOT UNDERSTAND 
brilliant a n d enterprising 67o/e 
itchy fingers 7o/o 
disappear into thin air 
I. won1t buy that 6% 
see the light 5% 
As is reve-aled in this table, over half the class found the following 
phrases d ifficult to understand: far fetched, keenly alerted to danger, 
wander lust, grand larceny, aptly put, blocks of stock, mystery addict, 
brilliant and enterprising. A relatively small percentage of the class 
found the other phrases difficult to understand. 
?1 
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TABLE 51 
GENERAL INFORMATION IN REGARD TO THE PLAY UPS AND 
-----
DOWNS GRADE VI 
Yes No 
Liked the play 90% 10% 
Play too long 21% 
------~-------~-------------------
79o/o 
From the above table it can be seen that almost al1 the class 
liked the play Ups and Downs and a very small percentage found the 
play too long. 
TABLE 52 
RATINGS FOR PLAYS IN GROUP TWO - GRADE IV 
NAME OF PLAY E G F p 
George Inness 49% 28% 23% 6% 
Have a Heart 60% 20% 20% 3% 
The Pied P iper of Hamelin 63% 18% 12% 9% 
Piffle! It 1 s Only a Sniffle ! 56% 20% 16% 9% 
In the above table The Pied PiEer of Hamelin leads all four 
plays in popularity. Have a Heart and Piffle! It 1 s Only a Sniffle~' run 
close seconds in the order named. Less than a tenth of all the children 
in Grade IV did not wish to read these plays at all. 
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TABLE 53 
CHARACTER PARTS CHILDRE N WOULD MOST LIKE TO READ 
IN THE PLAY GEORGE !NNE SS- GRADE IV 
CHARACTER lst CHOICE 2nd CHOICE 3rd CHOICE 
Mr. Inness 20% 21% 21% 
An Artist 27% 23% s% 
A Lady 3% 6% 3% 
Mr. Wheeler 15% 7% 6% 
A Little Girl 7% 3% 9% 
Elizabeth 11 o/o 7% 7% 
- - - ·-----
F irst Man 1% 7% 7% 
Second Man 1% 9% 7% 
Mother 3% 7% 7% 
A Child 3% 6% 7% 
A Couple 2% 1% 11% 
Ogden Haggerty 4% 5% 10% 
From the preceding figures it is evident that the favorite 
character parts are an Artist, Mr. Inness, and Mr. Wheeler. The aame 
number of children selected Mr. Inness and an Artist as second and 
third choices as chose him for first choice. 
TABLE 54 
INFORMATION AS TO THE VOCABULARY FOR THE PLAY 
TABLE 55 
INF ORMATION RELATIVE TO THE DIFFICULT PHRASES 
IN THE PLAY GEORGE INNESS, GRADE IV 
PHRASES CANNOT UNDERSTAND 
the truth will out 54% 
to be forward 51,. 
to capture just a little of this beauty 4Z% 
landscape artist 39% 
Consulting the preceding percent s approximately half the children 
could not understand the difficult phrases. 
TABLE 56 
GENERAL INFORMATION IN REGARD TO THE READING 
OF THE PLAY GEORGE INNESS, GRADE IV 
================================================================= I 
Yes No 
1 Children liked the play 99% 
Children thought play too long 
.I It appears from the preceding table that the children were 
" I 
practically unanimous in liking George Inness. Alao they approved 
of the length of it. 
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TABLE 57 
CHARACTER PART CHILDREN WOULD MOST LIKE TO READ 
IN THE PLAY HAVE A HEART GRADE IV 
CHARACTER lst CHOICE 2nd CHOICE 3rd CHOICE 
Helen 21 o/o l Oo/o 14% 
Marjorie 5o/o l5o/o Oo/o 
Sue 7o/o 1 7o/o 7% 
Tone 15o/o 7% 23% 
Bert 22o/o 16% 8% 
Frank l3o/o 25% 12% 
Chubby 20% 12% 25% 
Above the figures show that the children chose first to read the 
character parts Bert, Helen, and Chubby. Tone was the role they 
did not wish to read at all. 
TABLE 58 
lNF.ORMA TION RELATIVE TO THE VOCABULARY IN THE PLAY 
HAVE A HEART GRADE IV 
WORD CANNOT READ CANNOT UNDERSTAND 
foreigner 51 o/o 1 Oo/o 
appreciate 54% 11% 
queer 9% 20% 
exclusive 37% 39% 
fortune l5o/o 24% 
snooted 25% 4 7o/o 
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The above table shows that only two of the difficult words 
caused any real trouble, foreigner and appreciate. Only one word 
snooted w a s difficult for them to understand. 
TABLE 59 
INFORMATION RELATIVE TO THE DIFFICULT PHRASES IN THE PLAY 
HAVE A HEART, GRADE IV 
PHRASE CANNOT Ul\IDERST AND 
make the party 16% 
- the slightest idea 28% 
a personal affair 43% 
kind hearts 6o/o 
more than coronets 93% 
In the preceding Table it is evident that more than coronets was 
difficult for 93% of the children. A personal affair held a fair amount of 
difficulty. 
TABLE 60 
G ENE RAL INFORMATION IN REGARD TO THE READING OF THE 
PLAY HAVE A HEART, GRADE IV 
Yes No 
Children like the play 99% 1% 
Children thought play too short 2% 98% 
This table points to an almost unanimous vote in favor of Have 
a Heart. The children approved of the length of the play. 
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TABLE 61 
CHARACTER PART CHILDREN WOULD MOST LIKE TO READ 
second choice and the character part least desired to read w•the Mayor. 
TABLE 62 
INFORMATION AS TO THE VOCABULARY FOR THE PLAY -
THE PIED PIPER OF HAMELIN- GRADE IV 
WORD CANNOT READ CANNOT UNDERSTAND 
accost 33% 41% 
conferring 49~ 30% 
I 
I 
II crotchety 67% ' 17% 
II exiled 39% 32% 
jl 
I' 
TABLE 6Z 
INFORMATION AS TO THE VOCABULARY FOR THE PLAY-
THE PIED PIPER OF HAMELIN - GRADE IV - CONT 1D. 
WORD CANNOT READ CANNOT UNDERSTAND 
gait Z3% 40% 
haggle Z3'- 40% 
impudence 5911/. 34% 
jargon 38"' 4Z% 
munch lZ% Z8% 
obstructing 63% Z6% 
penance 39% 3Z% 
ridiculous 56% ZO% 
transient 68% Z5'/o 
soar llo/o Z6% 
vagrancy 54% Z9o/o 
wrangling 43% 30'/o 
The above table indicates that about half the children could not 
read eight out of the sixteen words listed as difficult. Crotchety and 
transient were outstandingly hard to read. Ten of the words held dif-
ficulty in comprehension for a good third of the children. Jargon, haggle, 
gait, and accost were the most difficult to understand. 
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TABLE 63 
INFORMATION RELATIVE TO THE DIFFICULT PHRASES INTHE PLAY 
THE PIED PIPER OF HAMELIN, GRADE IV 
PHRASE CANNOT UNDERSTAND 
a poor sinner 23% 
by your life· 56% 
charitable heart 48% 
civic duty 60% 
61% 
----------------------------------~---- - ----
float a bond issue 
grate on my ear 54o/o 
honored colleagues 71% 
ill-fame 51% 
----· 
pesky rats 20% 
take wing 50% 
T h is table shows that honored colleagues was a very difficult 
phrase. Ov er half the children could not understand 7 out of the ten 
, phrases list ed. 
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TABLE 64 
GENERAL INFORMATION IN REGARD TO THE PLAY THE PIED PIPER 
OF HAMELIN, GRADE IV 
Yes No 
Children like the play 91% 9% 
Children thought the play too long 23% 77% 
This table indicates that about 1 O% af the children who read 
the play did not like it. · About 20% thought it too long. 
TABLE 65 
CHARACTER PART CHILDREN WOULD MOST LIKE TO READ 
IN THE PLAY PIFFLE! IT'S ONLY A SNIFFLE! GRADE IV 
CHARACTER 1st CHOICE 2nd CHOICE 3rd CHOICE 
Mighty Germ 38% 10% 11% 
Father 4% 4% 8% 
Mother 4% 8% 6% 
Johnny 7% 4% 7% 
Teacher 12% 9% 11% 
Julia 1% 4% 6% 
Arthur 1 o/o 4% 8% 
Principal 15% 13% 11% 
Doctor 11% 16% 18% 
Sun 11% 31% 11% 
This table shows that Mighty Germ stands out as the favorite 
character part the children would like to read. Sun is rated first 
as good. The Doctor is the character part the children would like 
least of all to read. 
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TABLE 66 
INFORMATION RELATIVE TO THE VOCABULARY IN THE PLAY 
PIFFLE, IT'S ONLY A SNIFFLE !, GRADE IV 
WORD CANNOT READ CANNOT UNDERSTAND 
infirm 39% 26% 
stress 15% 37% 
impishly 54% 27% 
concernedly 43% 25% 
infecting 35% 35% 
affected 25% 22% 
unruly 27% 37% 
maintain 17% 18% 
desist 42% 18% 
wither 21% 23% 
As seen above, more than half the children could not read 
the word impishly. Approximately two-fifths or less of the children 
found the rest of the words hard to read . Less than two-fifths of the 
children were unable to understand any of the words. 
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TABLE 67 
INFORMATION RELATIVE TO THE DIFFICULT PHRASES 
IN THE PLAY PIFFLE! IT 1S ONLY A SNIFFLE! 
GRADE IV 
PHRASE CANNOT UNDERSTAND 
file in 
post-nasal drip 60% 
raspy cadenza 82Gfe 
balanced diet Z90fe 
ornery tick 68% 
woo influenza 7Z% 
This table shows that post-nasal drip, raspy cadenza and woo 
influenza were difficult to understand for many of the pupils. 
TABLE 68 
GENERAL INFORMATION IN REGARD TO THE PLAY PIFFLE! 
IT'S ONLY A SNIFFLE! GRADE IV 
YES NO 
Children liked the play 87% 13% 
Children thought the play too short 1% 99% 
The preceding table indicates that many children liked Piffle ! 
It1s Only a Sniffle!, but almost 15% did not like it. Approval of the 
length of the play was almost unanimous. 
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TABLE 69 
RATINGS FOR PLAYS IN GROUP TWO -GRADE V 
NAME OF PLAY E G F p 
George Inness 40% 20% 20% 20% 
Have a Heart 61% 20% 15o/o 5% 
The Pied Piper of Hamelin 48% 24% 15% 8% 
Piffle! It's Only a Sniffle! 50% 30% 11% 7% 
The above table would indicate that the best liked play in 
group 2 wa.s Have ~Heart. It is interesting toilDte from the ratings 
of George Inness that even though 40% of the pupils rated it excellent 
an even percentage of pupils rated it as good, fair or poor. It was 
not a play that had a pronounced appeal to a great many or a few 
pupils. 
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TABLE 70 
CHARACTER PART CHILDREN WOULD MOST LIKE TO READ IN 
THE PLAY GEORGE INNESS GRADE V 
CHARACTER 1st CHOICE 2nd CHOICE 3rd CHOICE 
Mr. Inness 32% 3% 9% 
An Artist 17% 16% 7% 
A Lady 5% 10% 9% 
Mr. Wheeler 3% 7% 15% 
A Little Girl 3% 12% 13% 
Elizabeth 25% 13% 4% 
First Man 0% 3% 5% 
Second Man O% 4% 4% 
Mother 3% 6% 9% 
A Child 1% 4% 3% 
A Couple 2% 3% 4o/o 
Ogden Haggerty 8% 17% 16% 
The above table indicates the best liked reading part as that of 
Mr. Inness. None of the children chose the parts of the First Man and 
Second Man as a first preference. 
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TABLE 71 
INFORMATION RELATIVE TO THE VOCABULARY IN THE PLAY 
GEORGE INNESS, GRADE ;JT 
WORD CANNOT READ CAN<NOT UNDERSTAND 
portend 18o/o 43o/o 
canvas 08o/o 1 Oo/o 
painstaking 32o/o 22o/o 
mass Oo/o 12o/o 
apparently 31 o/o 29o/o 
exquisite __________ 35o/o 24o/o 
convinced 18o/o 15o/o 
-
abroad 07o/o l3o/o 
preoccupied 53o/o 20o/o 
scholar 21 o/o 12o/o 
- ---- - - -
trade Oo/o 03o/o 
wits 07o/o 15o/o 
fortunate 28o/o 22o/o 
daubing 40o/o 24o/o 
exhibitions 41 o/o 19o/o 
breadth l9o/o 21 o/o 
With the exception of the word preoccupied, the above table 
indicates, that 60o/o of the pupils, and in most cases a larger number, had 
no difficulty with the difficult words. In most cases comprehension of 
the words would hinder the pupils more than the ability to read tJ:.em. 
TABLE 72. 
INFORMATION RELATIVE TO THE DIFFICULT PHRASES IN 
THE PLAY GEORGE INNESS - GRADE V 
PHRASE CANNOT UNDERSTAND 
the truth will out 40% 
to be forward 
to capture just a little of this beauty 30" 
landscape artist 
More than 60% of the children had no difficulty with the phrase 
comprehension as the above table would indicate. The ambiguity of the 
phrase to be forward presented pupils with the most difficulty. 
TABLE 73 
GENERAL INFORMATION IN REGARD TO THE READING OF 
THE PLAY GEORGE INNESS - GRADE V 
YES NO 
Children liked the play 
Children thought the play too long 100% 
The above table indicates that the play was not well received by 
only a small minority. None of the pupils thought the play was too long. 
TABLE 74 
CHARACTER PART CHILDREN WOULD MOST LIKE TO READ IN THE 
PLAY HAVE A HEART, GRADE V 
CHARACTER 1ST CHOICE 2ND CHOICE 3RD CHOICE 
Helen 11% 8% 23% 
Marjorie · 7% 13% 12% 
Sue 11% 23% 6% 
Tone 19% 8% 24% 
Bert 17% 19% 10% 
Frank 11% 14% 20% 
·-- --
Chubby 25% 20% 13% 
It is interesting to note in the above table that selection of 
· characters for first choice did not indicate any one part to be the 
overwheln1ing favorite of the group. 
TABLE 75 
INFORMATION RELATIVE TO THE VOCABULARY IN THE PLAY 
HAVE A HEART, GRADE V 
WORDS CANNOT READ CANNOT UNDERSTAND 
foreigner 18% 13% 
appreciate 24% 16% 
queer 3% l6o/o 
exclusive 27% 40% 
- -----
fortune O% 9% 
snooted 23% 41% 
The above table indicates that the word snooted presented the 
most difficulty in word recognition. 7 3% of the pupils had no difficulty 
with the six words above. · 
TABLE 76 
INFORMATION RELATIVE TO THE DIFFICULT PHRASES IN 
THE PLAY HAVE A HEART - GRADE V 
PHRASE CANNOT UNDERSTAND 
make the party 
the slightest idea 19% 
a personal affair 
kind hearts 4% 
more than coronets 60% 
The above table reveals that with the exception of the phrase more 
than corone ts, 79% of the pupils had no difficulty with the above phrases. 
fl' A B L E 77 
_GENERAL INFORMATION IN REGARD TO THE READING OF 
THE PLAY HAVE A HEART GRAD~V 
YES NO 
Children liked the play 1% 
Children thought the play too short 96% 
The above table reveals that very few of the pupils disliked the 
play or thought it was too long. 
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TABLE 78 
CHARACTER PART CHILDREN WOULD MOST LIKE TO READ 
IN THE PLAY THE PIED PIPER OF HAMELIN - GRADE IV 
CHARACTER 1 2 3 
The Piper 26% 15% 15o/o 
Obie 23 o/o 12 o/o 7o/o 
Alderman Stempernickel 12% 5o/o 11 o/o 
, Alderman .Bumperkopf Oo/o 1 Oo/o 3o/o 
The Mayor 4% 22% 25o/o 
Katrinka 24% 19% 12% 
Women of the Town 7% 13 o/o 23o/o 
The table above indicates that the least desired reading part 
is that of Alderman Bumperkop£. The Piper, Katrinka, and Obie had 
the most appeal in this group. 
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TABLE 79 
INFORMATION RELATIVE TO THE VOCABULARY IN THE PLAY 
THE PIED PIPER OF HAMELIN - GRADE V 
WORD CANNOT READ CANNOT UNDERSTAND 
accost l5o/o 43o/o 
conferring 34o/o 3 7o/o 
crotchety 59o/o 34o/o 
exiled 34o/o 31 o/o 
gait 18 o/o 39o/o 
haggle l9o/o 40o/o 
impudence 5 0 o/o 40o/o 
jarg on 31 o/o 40o/o 
munch .09o/o 31% 
obstructing 48o/o 39% 
penance l8o/o 24% 
ridiculous 45o/o 19% 
transient 54 o/o 34% 
soar l2o/o 28% 
vagrancy 36o/o 45% 
wrangling 3 l o/o 40 o/o 
The table above w ould indicate that six of the words 
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presented no difficulty to 80o/o of the pupils. The two words with 
the highest percentage of pupils who had difficulty in word recog-
nition, presented no difficulty to 6lo/o of the pupils. In compre-
hension 5 7o/o of the group had no difficulty with any of the words 
listed above, 
TABLE 80 
INFORMATION RELATIVE TO THE DIFFICULT PHRASES 
IN THE PLAY THE PIED PIPER OF HAMELIN - GRADE V 
PHRASE CANNOT UNDERSTAND 
a poor sinner 9o/o 
by your lief 38o/o 
charitable heart 3 Oo/o 
civic duty 31 o/o 
float a b ond issue 30o/o 
grate on my ear 23o/o 
honored colleagues 40o/o 
ill-fame 3 Oo/o 
pesky rats llo/o 
take wing 25o/o 
It is evident from the above table that the phrase honored 
colleagues presented the most difficulty in comprehension with the 
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exception of this phrase and the phrase by your lief 70o/o of the 
pupils had no difficulty w ith the phrases listed above. 
TABLE 81 
GENERAL INFORMATION IN REGARD TO THE READING OF 
OF THE PLAY THE PIED PIPER OF HAMELIN - GRADE V 
YES NO 
Children liked the play 90 10 
Children thought the play too long 13 o/o 8 7o/o 
~he pre ceding table indicates t ha t . the majority of pupils 
e njoye d the play and did not find it too long. 
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TABLE 82 
CHARACTER PART CHILDREN WOULD .MOST LIKE TO READ 
IN THE PLAY PIFFLE! IT'S ONLY A SNIFFLE!- GRADE V 
CHARACTER 1ST CHOICE 2ND CHOICE 3RD CHOICE 
Mighty Germ 30o/o l5o/o l ?o/o 
Father 2o/o So/o 3o/o 
Mother 2o/o 4o/o 4o/o 
Johnny 4o/o 6o/o l5o/o 
Teache r 20o/o 12 o/o 9o/o 
Julia Oo/o Oo/o lo/o 
Ar t hur Oo/o Oo/o 3o/o 
Principal 12 o/o l8o/o 12 o/o 
Doctor ll o/o l5o/o 20o/o 
Sun l8o/o 24o/o l5o/o 
Five of the characters listed 1n the above table had very 
little appeal to the pupils in the group. The g reatest pe rcent -
a g e of pupils s elected the part of Mighty Germ as the b est 
liked r e ading p art. 
TABL E 8 3 
INFORMATION RELATIVE T O T HE VOCABULARY IN THE PLA Y 
PIFFLE! I T'S ONLY A SNIFFLE!- GRADE V 
WORD CANNO T READ CANNOT UNDERSTAND 
infi rm 56 o/o 36 o/o 
str ess 46o/o 29o/o 
impish ly 4 9o/o 4 0o/o 
intim a te 36o/o 20o/o 
c o ncernedl y 42o/o 23o/o 
i nfecting 29o/o 26o/o 
a ffected 23o/o 19o/o 
u nruly 29o/o 26o/o 
mai nta i n Zo/o Oo/o 
de sist 56o/o 4 9o/o 
w i ther 36 o/o 4 0o/o 
This t a ble indica tes tha t the m o st difficult w ord l n b o th 
w o rd re cognition and c o m p r ehensio n was des ist. T he w o rd 
mai nta i n presented ve r y littl e diffi culty i n b o th catego r i es o f 
t he table . 
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TABLE 84 
INFORMATION RELATIVE TO THE DIFFICULT PHRASES IN THE PLAy 
PIFFLE! IT'S ONLY A SNIFFLE! - GRADE V 
PHRASE CANNOT UNDERSTAND 
file ln O% 
post-na s al drip 39% 
w oo influenza 41% 
raspy cade nza 58% 
balance d d iet 2% 
orne ry tick 16% 
T w o of the phrases in the table above presented very little 
d ifficulty to the g roup. As would be expected the phrase raspy 
cadenza pre sente d the g reatest a m ount of difficulty to the group. 
TABLE 85 
GENERAL INFORMATION IN REGARD TO THE READING 
OF THE PLAY PIFFLE! IT'S ONLY A SNIFFLE! - GRADE V 
YES NO 
Child ren like d the play 92% 8% 
Children thought the play O% 
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The above table indicates the appreciation 
of this play by the groups both in length and enjoyment. 
TABLE 86 
RATINGS FOR PLAYS IN GROUP TWO, GRADE VI 
NAME OF PLAY E b F p 
George Inness 43o/o 24o/o 16o/o 12 o/o 
Have A Heart 58o/o 25o/o 13o/o 3o/o 
The Pied Piper of Hamelin 34o/o 33o/o 18o/o 12o/o 
Piffle! It's Only A Sniffle! 35o/o 25o/o 26o/o 12 o/o 
In the above table no play is given a rating of poor by more 
than 12o/o of the pupils. More than 50o/o of all pupils ratings give 
all the plays good or excellent ratings. From the above results 
pupil appreciation of plays though not unanimous is very strongly 
indicated. Have A Heart received the highest rating as Excellent 
.and the lowest rating as Poor. It may be considered the best re-
ceived by this group. 
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TABLE 87 
CHARACTER PART CHILDREN WOULD MOST LIKE TO READ 
IN THE PLAY GEORGE INNESS - GRADE VI 
CHARACTER l 2 3 
Mr. Inness 28% 13% 4% 
A Lady 12% 18% 12% 
Mr. Wheeler 4 % 13% 8% 
A Little Girl 3% 2% 14% 
Elizabeth 37% 15% 6% 
First Man Oo/o 1% 10% 
Second Man Oo/o 8% 5% 
Mother 1% 2% 15% 
A Child Oo/o 1% 4 % 
A Couple Oo/o 2% 5% 
O gden Haggerty 7% 2% 6% 
The table above indicates that Elizabeth w as a decided 
first choice among the pupils with Mr. Inness and A Lady follow-
ing in that orde r. For s ec ond and third choice the preference 
was not as marked. 
1.0 0 
TABLE 88 
INFORMATION RELATIVE TO THE VOCABULARY IN THE PLAY 
GEORGE INNESS - GRADE VI 
WORD CANNOT READ CANNOT UNDERSTAND 
portend .05% 40% 
canvas O% • 02% 
painstaking 16o/o 30% 
mass O% • 06o/o 
apparently 13% 21% 
exquisite 23% 28% 
convinced 1% 3% 
abroad O% 2% 
preoccupi ed 29% 16o/o 
scholar 10% 17% 
trade O% 1% 
wits O% 10% 
fortunate 3% 9% 
daubing 21% 23% 
exhibitions 18% 17% 
breadth 10% 17% 
8·1ston Un~tt.y 
School of Educ.tion 
library _. 
1J1 
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From the a b ove table it is evident that the word 
preoccupied is noticeably more difficult to read for the children 
I 
1n Grade IV. Exquisite, daubing, and exhibitions were difficult 
to r e a d for a good fifth of the children. Portend was noticeably 
hard for them to understand. 
TABLE 89 
INFORMATION RELATIVE TO THE DIFFICULT PHRASES IN THE 
PLAY GEORGE IN"NESS - GRADE VI 
PHRASE CANNOT UNDERSTAND 
the truth will out 31% 
to be forward 36% 
to captur e just a little of this beauty 19% 
landscape artist 23% 
A s is seen above, the phrases the truth will out and 
to be forward ar e difficult to understand for a good third of the 
children. 
TABLE 90 
GENERAL INFORMATION IN REGARD TO THE READING 
OF THE PLAY GEORGE INNESS - GRADE VI 
YES NO 
Children liked the play 99% lo/o 
Children thought the play too long Oo/o Oo/o 
In this table the children liked the play almost 100%. There 
was nobody who thought the play too long. 
TABLE 91 
CHARAC,TER PART CHILDREN WOULD MOST LIKE TO READ 
IN THE PLAY HAVE A HEART - GRADE VI 
CHARACTER 1 2 3 
Helen 20% 15% 21% 
Marjorie 10% 14% 10o/o 
Sue 10o/o 18% 7% 
Tone 15% 10% 26% 
Bert 13% 22% 12% 
Frank 8% 18% 15% 
-----
1 0 3 
Chubby 31 o/o 12 o/o 12 o/o 
This table shows that the children's de sires concerning 
the reading of parts varied considerably. Chubby was the most 
de sired character part and with this exception preferences through-
out the three categories are quite evenly spread, 
TABLE 92 
INFORMATION RELATIVE TO THE VOCABULARY IN THE PLAY 
HAVE A HEART - GRADE VI 
WORD CANNOT READ CANNOT UNDERSTAND 
foreigner 4o/o 3o/o 
appreciate 9% So/o 
queer Oo/o 3o/o 
exclusive 6o/o 25o/o 
fortune Oo/o So/o 
snooted lo/o 40o/o 
Only s1x words 1n the play Have A Heart gave any difficulty 
to the pupils in either word recognition or w ord comprehension. 
The largest percent of failure occurred on the word recognition 
of the w ord appreciate, Snooted caused the most trouble in word 
comprehension. 
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TABLE 93 
INFORMATION RELATIVE TO THE DIFFICULT PHRASES IN THE 
PLAY HAVE A HEART - GRADE VI 
PHRASE CANNOT UNDERSTAND 
make the party 4% 
the slightest idea 3% 
a personal affair 4% 
kind hearts O% 
more than coronets 55% 
The above table would indicate that the only phrase that 
presented any significant amount of trouble was more than coronets. 
Since the entire phrase can be read phonetically it would appear 
that the failure here would be due to lack of contact with the word. 
TABLE 94 
GENERAL INFORMATION IN REGARD TO THE READING 
OF THE PLAY HAVE A HEART - GRADE VI 
YES NO 
Children liked the play 98% 2% 
Children thought the play too short 5% 95% 
TABLE 95 
CHARACTER PART CHILDREN WOULD MOST LIKE TO READ 
IN THE PLAY THE PIED PIPER OF HAMELIN - GRADE VI 
CHARACTER 1ST CHOICE 2ND CHOICE 3RD CHOICE 
The Pipe r 30% 15% 6% 
Obie 16 % 17% 12% 
Alderman Stempernickel 3% 2% 15% 
Alderman Bumperkopf 10% 4o/o 13% 
The Mayor 15% 27% 15% 
Katrinka 26% 14 % 24 % 
Women of the Town 2% 19% 16% 
This table shows that the Piper and Katrinka are the 
favorite character parts the children would like to read. The 
Mayor was rated as a role they would like to read fairly well. 
Here Katrinka stands out also as a role they would not all like 
to read . 
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TABLE 9 6 
INFORMATION RELATIVE TO THE VOCABULARY IN THE PLAY 
THE PIED PIPER OF HAMELIN - GRADE VI 
WORD CANNOT READ CANNOT UNDERSTAND 
a c cost 12% 23% 
conferring 8% 12% 
cr:Dtchety 34% 30% 
exiled 13% 26% 
gait 8% 25% 
haggle 5% 34% 
impudence 12% 57% 
jargon 8% 48% 
munch 5o/o 
-- t9.% 
obstructing 12% 30% 
penance 2% 5% 
rid iculous 4% 12% 
transient . 27% 37% 
soar 8% 9% 
vagrancy 16% 31% 
w rangling 9% 34% 
1 07 
This table, indicating the pupils 1 inability to read the 
selected vocabulary list, was not concentrated on any words 
particular! y. Crotchety with a 34o/o failure and transient with a 
27o/o failu:re gave the greatest difficulty. Penance with only a Zo/o 
failu:re gave the least difficulty. Analysis of the comprehension 
failure show a lo/o . to 9o/o failu:re on ~ and penance; lOo/o to 19o/o 
on conferring, munch and ridiculous. A Zlo/o to 29o/o failure on 
accost, ~x:ile and gait; a 30o/o to 39o/o failure on haggle, transient, 
vagrancy and wrangling. Jargon with a 48o/o failure · and impudence 
with a 57o/o presented the greatest difficulty. 
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TABLE 97 
INFORM.A TION RELATIVE TO THE DIFFICULT PHRASES IN THE 
PLAY THE PIED PIPER OF HAMELIN - GRADE VI 
PHRASE CANNOT UNDERSTAND 
a poor sinner O% 
by your lief 43% 
charitable heart 13% 
civic duty 22% 
float a bond is sue 37% 
grate on :my ear 36% 
honored colleagues 48% 
ill-fame 19% 
pesky rats O% 
take wing 13% 
Of the ten phrases listed in the table above, two of them 
presented no difficulty to the group. With the exception of 
honored colleagues and by your lief 63% of the children had no 
difficulty with any of the phrases. 
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TABLE 98 
GENERAL INFORMATION IN REGARD TO THE READING 
OF . THE PLAY THE PIED PIPER OF HAMELIN - GRADE VI 
YES NO 
Children liked the play 88% 12% 
Children thought the play too long O% O% 
The results of a compilation of the pupils 1 approval of 
this play show it to be a decided favorite with this group. Only 
12% did n ot care of the play. No child considered the play too long. 
TABLE 99 
CHARACTER PART CHILDREN WOULD MOST LIKE TO READ 
IN THE PLAY PIFFLE! IT'S ONLY A SNIFFLE! - GRADE VI 
CHARACTER l 2 3 
Mighty Germ 32% 17% 9% 
Father 2% 4% 7% 
Mother 3% 5% 9% 
Johnny 7% 8% 15% 
Teacher 18% 12% 8% 
~L10 
Julia Oo/o lo/o 2% 
Arthur Oo/o 2% 2o/o 
Principal 15% 24% 10% 
Doctor 8% 19% 21 o/o 
Sun 13% 8% 1 7o/o 
It is evident in this table that the parts of Julia and 
Arthur held little appeal in the group. The favorite as both a 
fir'Bt and second choice was Mighty Germ. 
TABLE 100 
INFORMATION RELATIVE TO THE VOCABULARY IN THE PLAY 
PIFFLE! IT'S ONLY A SNIFFLE! - GRADE VI 
WORD CANNOT READ CANNOT UNDERSTAND 
infirm 42% 52% 
stress Oo/o 5o/o 
impishly 39% 4 7o/o 
intimate 21 o/o 33o/o 
concernedly 40% 52o/o 
infecting 2o/o 19% 
affected 23% 31 o/o 
1 11_ 
unruly 3% 22% 
maintain O% 2% 
desist 24 % 63% 
wither 28% 39% 
Four of the eleven words listed above presented no diffi-
culty in word recognition. The words infirm, concernedly, and 
desist proved the most difficult in comprehension. 
TABLE 101 
INFORMATION RELATIVE TO THE DIFFICULT PHRASES IN THE PLAY 
PIFFLE! IT 1S ONLY A SNIFFLE! - GRADE VI 
PHRASE CANNOT UNDERSTAND 
file in O% 
post-nasal drip 33% 
raspy cad enza 61% 
balanced diet O% 
ornery tick 17% 
woo influenza 27% 
Of the seven phrases listed in this table, with the exception 
of raspy cadenza, 73% of the g roup had no difficulty with the 
phrases. 
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TABLE 102 
GENERAL INFORMATION IN REGARD TO THE READING 
OF THE PLAY PIFFLE! IT'S ONLY A SNIFFLE! - GRADE VI 
YES NO 
Children liked the play 88o/o 12o/o 
Children thought the play too short Oo/o Oo/o 
T h is table displays a check of pupils' approbation of the 
play, Piffle! It's Only A Snifflel 88o/o liked the play, 12o/o dis-
liked it. These figures would indicate that the play was well-
received. None of the children thought the play was too long. 
TABLE 103 
RATJNGS FOR PLAYS IN GROUP THREE, GRADE IV 
NAME OF PLAY E G F p 
Invasion f rom The Stratosphere 22o/o 19o/o 15o/o 28o/o 
The Little Whittler 24o/o 30o/o 20o/o 1 Oo/o 
Not fit for Man or Beast 54o/o 1 7o/o llo/o 7o/o 
The Runaway Balloon 37o/o 19o/o 26o/o 13o/o 
1 13 
As indicated by the above table the highest percentage of 
children rated Not Fit For Man Or Beast as their favorite play. 
TABLE 104 
CHARACTER PARTS CHILDREN WOULD MOST LIKE TO READ 
IN THE PLAY INVASION FROM THE STRATOSPHERE - GRADE IV 
CHARACTER 1ST 
Prince Rah 28o/o 
To ram 4 o/o 
Princess Nola 27o/o 
Sibec 9o/o 
Professor Ecks 23o/o 
CHOICE 
2ND 
3 2o/o 
1 Oo/o 
1 Oo/o 
19o/o 
18o/o 
3RD 
28o/o 
7o/o 
7o/o 
lOo/o 
Captain of Space Ship 13o/o 11 o/o lOo/o ---~~~~-=~~~~~~------------~------~--------~~-------------- ~ 
Soldiers 4 o/o 9o/o 44o/o 
Radio Voice 7o/o 8o/o 21 o/o 
As seen by the above the majority of pupils chose to read 
the parts of Princess Nola and Professor Ecks. There is a 
noticable lack of votes for the Soldiers and Radio Voice. 
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TABLE 105 
INFORMATION AS TO THE VOCABULARY FOR THE PLAY 
INVASION FROM THE STRATOSPHERE - GRADE IV 
WORD CANNOT READ CANNOT UNDERSTAND 
s urvived 20% 20% 
conquest 14 % 32% 
precisely 36% 25o/o 
penetrate 23% 30% 
e x hale 27% 28% 
miscalculated 36% 32% 
stratosphere 25% 30% 
phenomenon 50% 21% 
intensity 33% 35% 
illiteracy 29% 26% 
barrier 12% 22% 
pre po s terous 33% 23% 
emanating 51% 20% 
auxiliary 54 % 20% 
atmosphere 21% 29% 
fundamental 28% 28% 
1 15 
The above table reveals that the wor ds phenomenon, 
emanating and auxiliary were the most difficult. None of the 
words cited were outstandingly easy. 
TABLE 106 
INFORMATION RELATIVE TO THE DIFFICULT PHRASES IN THE 
PLAY INVASION FROM THE STRATOSPHERE - GRADE IV 
PHRASE CANNOT UNDERSTAND 
periodic observations 81% 
timely int ervals 74% 
unhistorical developments 67% 
c'ollective effort 67% 
vary in intensity 78% 
costly observations 59% 
established fact 64o/~ 
country pitted against country 
skirt around the pliinet . 59% 
lessens considerably 71% 
arsenal of the world 72% 
protective film . 42% 
J_l6 
unforseen circumstances 67% 
Academy of Cosmic Sciences 62% 
The phrases in the above table were all noticably diffi-
cult for a ll of the children. 
TABLE 107 
GENERAL INFORMATION IN REGARD TO THE PLAY 
INVASION FROM THE STRATOSPHERE - GRADE IV 
YES NO 
Child ren liked the play 91% 9% 
Child ren though the play too long 45% 55% 
This table shows that the majority of the fourth grades 
liked the play Invasion From The Stratosphere. There is a 
d ivided opinion about t h e length of the play. 
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TABLE 108 
CHARACTER PARTS CHILDREN WOULD MOST LIKE TO READ 
IN THE PLAY THE LITTLE WHITT LER - GRADE IV 
CHARACTER 1ST 
Antonio Stradivari 27% 
Giulio 7% 
Salva tor 6o/o 
Angelina 19% 
Theresa 14% 
Nicholas Amati 9% 
Narrator 18% 
CHOICE 
2ND 
19% 
4% 
16% 
15o/o 
18o/o 
16% 
16% 
3RD 
1 Oo/o 
9% 
llo/o 
13% 
16% 
16% 
2 7% 
As the above reveals there is no outstanding choice in 
regard to the parts the children would choose to read. However, 
the Narrator is chosen as the part least desired to be read. 
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TABLE 109 
INFORMATION AS TO THE VOCABULARY IN THE PLAY 
THE LITTLE WHITTLER - GRADE IV 
WORD CANNOT READ C .ANNOT UNDERSTAND 
portico 48% 32% 
finesse 47% 27% 
apprentice 23% 40% 
exaggeration 19% 47% 
workmanship 25% 4% 
melodiously 17% 56% 
All of the above words in the table indicate a high per-
centage of difficulty except workmanship. 
TABLE 110 
INFORMATION RELATIVE TO DIFFICULTIES IN" UNDERSTANDING 
PHRASES IN" THE PLAY THE LITTLE WHITTLER - GRADE IV 
PHRASE CANNOT UNDERSTAND 
fashion a violin 42% 
stand some food 29% 
11~) 
The two phrases listed in this table were of nominal 
difficulty for those tested. 
TABLE 111 
GENERAL INFORMATION IN REGARD TO THE PLAY 
THE LITTLE WHITT LER - GRADE IV 
YES NO 
Children liked the play 88% 10% 
Children thought the play too long 20% 78% 
The play was well liked as revealed by the above table. 
There is an outstanding vote in the negative in regard to the 
length of the play. 
TABLE 112 
CHARACTER PARTS WHICH CHILDREN WOULD MOST LIKE TO 
READ IN THE PLAY NOT FIT FOR MAN OR BEAST - GRADE IV 
CHARACTER 1ST 
Little Nell 34% 
Maw 10% 
Guy Forsythe 19% 
CHOICE 
2ND 
10% 
24% 
11% . 
3RD 
12% 
12% 
17% 
:t20 
The Widder Clancy 4% 9% 20% 
Handsome Hal Herbert 12% 20% 11% 
Paw 3% 9% 21% 
Baby Fac e 10% 22% 14% 
E x cepting the part of Little Nell this table shows a divided 
preference as to the part the child would most like to read. The 
Widder Clancy and Paw are those that are least desirable. 
TABLE 113 
INFORMATION RELATIVE TO UNDERSTANDlliG DIFFICULTIES 
rn VOCABULARY rn THE PLAY NOT FIT FOR MAN OR BEAST 
GRADE IV 
WORD CANNOT READ CANNOT UNDERSTAND 
vittles 23% 45% 
mortgage 6% 14% 
withdrawal 1 Oo/o 17% 
totin' 11% 46% 
mutiny 17% 44o/o 
reveng e 15% 29% 
handle bars 23% 9% 
top billing 45% 22% 
hallucination 24% 68% 
ruination 29% 36% 
irony 40% 28% 
viled 30% 27% 
There was a nominal amount of difficulty with all the 
words listed in the above table especially hallucination. 
TABLE 114 
INFORMATION RELATIVE TO DIFFICULTY IN THE PHRASES IN 
THE PLAY NOT FIT FOR MAN OR BEAST - GRADE IV 
PHRASES CANNOT READ 
diabolical brute 69% 
snake in the grass 14% . 
sticks of kindling 21% 
apprehend the culprit 78% 
not fit for man or beast 7% 
This table shows the following phrases to be difficult for 
the majority, diabolical brute and apprehend the culprit. Not fit 
for man or beast received a small amount of votes in regard to 
difficulty. 
TABLE 115 
GENERAL INFORMATION IN REGARD TO THE PLAY 
NOT FIT FOR MAN OR BEAST - GRADE IV 
YES NO 
Liked the play 88% 4% 
Children thought the play too long 24% 75o/o 
As indicated by the above table the children liked the play 
and three - f ourths thought it was of a desirable length. 
TABLE 116 
CHARACTER PARTS CHILDREN WOULD MOST LIKE TO READ 
IN THE PLAY THE RUNAWAY BALLOON - GRADE IV 
CHARACTER CHOICE 1ST 2ND 3RD 
Trixie 42% 16% 17% 
Monkey 40% 39% 7% 
Balloon Keeper ~ ,6% 25% 19% 
. . 
Big Bear 4% 11% 25% 
Dipper 4o/o 10% 32% 
Looking at the table above it can be seen that the largest 
" ' ., ·' :;> .L r1~1 t:.. .J 
largest percentage of choices favored the roles of Trixie and the 
Monkey. There was the lowest percentage of pupils who wanted 
to read the parts of Big Bear and Dipper. 
TABLE 117 
GENERAL INFORMATION IN REGARD TO THE PLAY 
THE RUNAWAY BALLOON - GRADE IV 
YES NO 
Children liked the play 89o/o 11 o/o 
Children thought the play too short 55o/o 45o/o 
This analysis reveals that the fourth grade in general 
liked the play The Runaway Balloon. There is a divided vote in 
regard to the length of the play. 
TABLE 118 
RATING FOR PLAYS IN GROUP THREE, GRADE V 
NAME OF PLAY E G F p 
Invasion from the Stratosphere 36% 36% 18% 9% 
The Little Whittier 17% 35% 35% 9% 
Not Fit for Man or Beast 65% 18% 12% 3% 
The Runaway Balloon 15% 21% 18% 46% 
These statistics point out that Not Fit for Man or Beast 
is the fav o rite play of the fifth grade. They further show 
The Runaway 1Ba1lo-oD to be the play most widely disliked. 
TABLE 119 
CHARACTER PARTS CHILDREN WOULD MOST LIKE TO READ 
IN INVASION FROM THE STRATOSPHERE - GRADE V 
CHARACTER 1ST 
Prince Rah 25% 
To ram 8% 
Princes sN ola 29o/~ 
CHOICE 
2ND 
10% 
14% 
8% 
3RD 
6% 
2% 
10% 
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Sibec 7% 17% llo/o 
Professor Ecks 18% 17% 13% 
Captain of The Space Ship 14% l3o/o 8% 
Soldiers 5% 9% 39% 
Radio Voice 4% llo/o llo/o 
As indicated by the above data there is a wide spread 
of choices in regard to the most desirable part. Further anal~ 
ysis shows the Soldiers to be the least favored part. 
TABLE 120 
illFORMATION AS TO THE VOCABULARY FOR THE PLAY 
INVASION FROM THE STRATOSPHERE - GRADE V 
WORD CANNOT READ CANNOT UNDERSTAND 
survived 32% 21% 
conquest 21% 44% 
precisely 40% 23% 
penetrate 20% 40% 
exhale 24% 25% 
miscalculated 42% llo/o 
stratosphere 21% 33% 
phenomenon 60% 15% 
intensity 35% 35% 
illiteracy 52% 25% 
barrier 17% 33% 
preposterous 39% 18% 
emanating 56% 21% 
auxiliary 53% 22% 
atmosphere 29% 28% 
fundamenta l 3 1% 43% 
All of the words in the above table presented a good deal 
of difficulty to those tested , in particular the following, phenomenon, 
illiteracy, emanating and auxiliary. 
TABLE 121 
INFORMATION RELATIVE TO DIFFICULT PHRASES IN THE 
PLAY INVASION FROM THE STRATOSPHERE - GRADE V 
PHRASE CANNOT UNDERSTAND 
periodic observations 67% 
timely intervals 66% 
unhistorical developments 57% 
collective effort 53% 
vary in i n tensity. 63% 
costly observations 53% 
established fact 47% 
country pitted against country 49% 
skirt around the planet 43% 
lessens considerably 50% 
arsenal of the world 37% 
protective film 49% 
unforseen circumstances 
Academy of Cosmic Sciences 59% 
This data points out all of the phrases as being difficult 
for the fift h grade. 
TABLE 122 
GENERAL INFORMATION IN REGARD TO THE PLAY 
INVASION FROM THE STRATOSPHERE - GRADE V 
YES NO 
Children liked the play 97% 3% 
Children thought the play too long 10% 90% 
1_28 
An overwhelming majority liked the play and felt it was 
of a suitable length. 
TABLE 123 
CHARACTER PARTS CHILDREN WOULD MOST LIKE TO READ 
IN THE PLAY THE LITTLE WHITTLER - GRADE V 
CHARACTER 1ST 
Antonio Stradivari 37% 
Guilio 15% 
Salva tor 12% 
Angelina 15% 
Theresa 18% 
Nicholas Amati 17% 
Narrator 6% 
Antonio Stradivari is by far 
be read as shown by the above table. 
which few would care to read. 
the 
CHOICE 
2ND 
16% 
22% 
15% 
18% 
17% 
13% 
10% 
3RD 
8% 
19% 
ll% 
15% 
13% 
20% 
26% 
most desirable part to 
The Nar rator is the part 
- '1 ' )9. 
J ._ l\w. 
TABLE 124 
INFORMATION AS TO THE VOCABULARY IN THE PLAY 
THE LITTLE WHITTLER - GRADE V 
WORD CANNOT READ CANNOT UNDERSTAND 
portico 35o/o 51 o/o 
finesse 34o/o 46o/o 
apprentice 34o/o 3 7o/o 
exag geration 19o/o 3 7o/o 
workmanship 3 3o/o 8o/o 
melodious! y 23o/o 53o/o 
More than half of the fifth grades tested found the words 
in the . above table difficult except for the word workmanship. 
TABLE 125 
INFORMATION RELATIVE TO THE DIFFICULT PHRASES IN THE 
PLAY THE LITTLE WHITTLER - GRADE V 
PHRASE CANNOT UNDERSTAND 
fashion a violin . 37% 
stand · some ·food 29o/o 
Both phrases presented some difficulty to the fifth grade, 
as seen by the above record. 
TABLE 126 
GENERAL INFORMATION IN REGARD TO THE PLAY 
THE LITTLE WHITTLER - GRADE V 
YES NO 
children like the play 85% 12% 
play too long 19% 82% 
The above evidence reveals the children in general liked 
the play, The Little Whittier and felt it was of an agreeable length. 
TABLE 127 
CHARACTER PARTS WHICH CHILDREN WOULD MOST LIKE TO 
READ IN THE PLAY NOT FIT FOR MAN OR BEAST - GRADE V 
CHARACTER 1ST CHOICE 2ND CHOICE 3RD CHOICE 
Little Nell 32% 11% 17% 
Maw . 14 % 32% 15o/o 
Guy Forsythe 20% 22% 22% 
The Widder Clancy 5% · u% 20% 
Handsome Hal Herbert 3i% 15% 17% 
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Paw 9% 24 % 16% 
Baby Face 20% 13% 27% 
The above iniormation acknowledges Little Nell and Hand-
some Hal Herbert as being the favorite parts of those in the fifth 
g rade. Paw and The Widder Clancy seem to be the parts which 
the child ren least desire to read. 
TABLE 128 
INFORMATION AS TO . THE VOCABULARY FOR THE PLAY 
NOT FIT FOR MAN OR BEAST - GRADE V 
WORD CANNOT READ CANNOT UNDERSTAND 
vittle s 36% 42% 
mortg a g e 17% 13% 
withd rawai 22% 20% 
totin' 31% 23% 
mutiny 31% 3 0% 
reveng e 15% 30% 
hand le bars 21% 17% 
top-billing 39% 23o/o 
halludnation 18% 67% 
1_32 
ruination 32% 42% 
irony 30% 32% 
riled 28% 30% 
Evidence is given by this record of the difficulty all of 
the children had with the above words in particular the word 
hallucination. 
TABLE 129 
INFORMATION RELATIVE TO THE DIFFICULT PHRASES IN THE 
PLAY NOT FIT FOR MAN OR BEAST - GRADE V 
PHRASE CANNOT UNDERSTAND 
diabolical brute 74% 
-----------------------------
snake in the grass 15% 
sticks of kindling 25% 
ap.prehend the culprit · 75% 
not fit for man or beast 9% 
These statistics illustrate that three -fourths of the fifth 
grade could not comprehend, diabolical brute and apprehend the 
culprit, while not fit for man -or beast was relatively easy for them. 
TABLE 130 
GENERAL INFORMATION IN REGARD TO THE PLAY 
NOT FIT FOR MAN OR BEAST - GRADE V 
YES NO 
children liked the play 94% 6% 
children thought the play too long 
------~------------· 
36% 
--------------------------
65% 
Corroborative proof is given in this table of the children's 
pief erence for the play Not Fit For Man Or Beast. The majority 
thought t h e play w as too long. 
TABLE 131 
CHARACTER PARTS CHILDREN WOULD MOST LIKE TO READ 
IN THE PLAY THE RUNAWAY BALLOON - GRADE V 
CHARACTER 1ST CHOICE 2ND CHOICE 3RD CHOICE 
Trixie 32% 11% 16% 
Monkey 7% 26% 13% 
Balloon Keeper 18% 3 1% 14% 
Big Bear 9% 10% 22% 
Dipper So/~ 16% 27% 
Trixie is the preferred part to be played in The Runaway 
Balloon as disclosed by the cited facts. The parts of Big Bear 
and Dipper are revealed as those least preferred. 
TABLE 132 
GENERAL INFORMATION IN REGARD TO THE PLAY 
THE RUNAWAY BALOON - GRADE V 
YES NO 
children liked the play 75o/o 25o/o 
children thought the play too short 30o/o 
The above information reveals that only three -fourths of 
those tested in the fifth grade liked the play The Runaway Balloon. 
More than half felt it was not too long. 
1as 
TABLE 133 
RATING FOR PLAYS IN GROUP THREE, GRADE VI 
NAME OF PLAY E G F p 
Invasion from the Stratosphere 50% 28% 14 % 7% 
The Little Whittier 42% 35% 20% 38% 
Not Fit fo r Man or Beast 83% 12% 7% 2% 
The Runaway Balloon 22% 14% 19% 23o/o 
In grade six the above table affirms the fact that Not Fit 
for Man or Beast is the decisive favorite. The Little Whittier 
and The Runaway Balloon proportionally received one-fourth of 
their rating for being poor plays. 
TABLE 134 
CHARACTER PARTS CHILDREN WOULD MOST LIKE TO READ 
IN THE PLAY INVASION FROM THE STRATOSPHERE - GRADE VI 
CHARACTER 1ST CHOICE 2ND CHOICE ,3RD CHOICE · 
Prince Rah 21% . 24% 4% 
To ram 3% 7% . 3% 
Princess Nola .. 36% . 7% 7% 
Sibec 5% 28% 5% 
Professor Ecks 27% 12% 12% 
Captain of the Space Ship 19% 19% 5% 
Soldie rs 3% 7% 36% 
Radio Voice 7% 11% 17% 
These statistics reveal Prince Rah and Princess Nola as 
being the preferred parts to be read in the sixth grade. The 
Soldiers and the Radio Voice are established as the least agreeable. 
TABLE 135 
INFORMATION AS TO THE VOCABULARY FOR THE PLAY 
INVASION FROM THE STRATOSPHERE - GRADE VI 
WORD CANNOT READ CANNOT UNDERSTAND 
survived i9% 13% 
conquest 13% 27% 
precisely 38% 17% 
penetrate 20% 22o/o 
exhale 13% 27% 
miscalculated 32% 21% 
stratosphere l9% 19% 
t ~ ~ ~~-~ 
_ ;._ _ f.~( _ 
phenomenon 53o/o 28o/o 
intensity 21 o/o 23o/o 
illiteracy 5 2o/o 28o/o 
barrier 1 Oo/o 16% 
preposterous 29% 18o/o 
emanating 46% 31 o/o 
auxiliary 44o/o 25o/o 
atmosphere 20o/o 22o/o 
fundamental 35o/o 36o/o 
All of the vocabulary listed was of comparative difficulty 
to the sixth grades. Three -fourths found the following words 
difficult, phenomenon, illiteracy, and emanating. 
TABLE 136 
INFORMATION RELATIVE TO THE DIFFICULT PHRASES IN THE 
PLAY INVASION FROM THE STRATOSPHERE - GRADE VI 
PHRASE CANNOT UNDERSTAND 
periodic observations 76% 
timely intervals 56% 
unhistoric developments 54o/o 
collective effort 44% 
vary in intensity 56% 
costly obs e rvations 38% 
established fact 38% 
country pit ted against country 34% 
skirt around the planet 23% 
lessens considerably 37%' 
arsenal of the world 58% 
protective film 25% 
unforseen circumstances 53% 
Academy of Cosmic Sciences 52% 
The information in this table indicates a good deal of 
difficulty with all of the phrases especially periodic observations. 
TABLE 137 
GENERAL INFORMATION IN REGARD TO THE PLAY 
INVASION FROM THE STRATOSPHERE - GRADE VI 
YES NO 
children liked the play 95% 5% 
children thought the play too long 99% 
The play Invasion From The Stratosphere was particularly 
well liked in the sixth grade as is apparent by this data. By an 
overwhelming majority the vote indicates the play to be of a 
desirable length. 
TABLE 138 
CHARACTER PARTS WHICH CHILDREN WOULD MOST LIKE TO 
READ IN THE PLAY THE LITTLE WHITTLER - GRADE VI 
CHARACTER 1ST CHOICE 2ND CHOICE 3RD CHOICE 
Antonio Stradivari 50% . 19% 2% 
Guilio 11% 19% 8% 
Salvatore llo/o 13% llo/o 
Angelina 18% i5o/o lOo/o 
Theresa 9% 19% 13% 
Nicholas Amati 21 o/o 15% llo/o 
Narrator 5o/o 7% 24% 
Half of those tested would like to read the part of Antonio 
Stradivari. This table also shows that the Narrator is the part 
few would like to read. 
TABLE 139 
INFORMATION AS TO THE VOCABULARY IN THE PLAY 
THE LITTLE WHITTLER - GRADE VI 
WORD CANNOT READ CANNOT UNDERSTAND 
portico 38o/o 44o/o 
finesse 48o/o 36o/o 
apprentice 19o/o 16o/o 
exaggeration 18o/o 22o/o 
workmanship 1 7o/o lOo/o 
melodiously 23% 36 o/o 
Portico and finesse presented the greatest amount of diffi-
culty a s is obvious from this data. 
TABLE 140 
INFORMA T ION RELATIVE TO THE DIFFICULT PHRASES IN THE 
PLAY THE LITTLE WHITTLER - GRADE VI 
PHRASE CANNOT UNDERSTAND 
fashion a violin 12o/o 
stand some food 19o/o 
• 
The sixth grade found both of the above phrases m this 
table relatively easy. 
TABLE 141 
GENERAL INFORMATION IN REGARD TO THE PLAY 
THE LITTLE WHITTLER - GRADE VI 
YES NO 
children lik ed the play 95% 5% 
children thought the play too long 31% 69% 
This percentage reveals that those who were tested liked · 
the play and felt it to be of a satisfactory length. 
TABLE 142 
CHARACTER PARTS CHILDREN WOULD MOST LIKE TO READ IN 
THE PLAY NOT FIT FOR MAN OR BEAST - GRADE VI 
CHARACTER 1ST CHOICE 2ND CHOICE 3RD CHOICE 
Little Nell 33% 10% 
Maw Zlo/o 19% 
------------------------------------------------------------------
Guy Forsythe 26% 13% 17% 
The Widder Clancy 2% 15% 17% 
Handsome Hal Herbert 15% 18% 6% 
Paw 8% 10% 27% 
Baby Face 8% 29% 10% 
Evidence in the above table points out that the parts of 
Little Nell and Maw are the most desirable. Those that are 
least favored are Paw and The Widder Clancy. 
TABLE 143 
INFORMATION AS TO THE VOCABULARY IN THE PLAY 
NOT FIT FOR MAN OR BEAST - GRADE VI 
WORD CANNOT READ CANNOT UNDERSTAND 
vittles 27% 33% 
mortgage 14 % 2% 
withdrawal 18% 7% 
to tin' 31% 21% 
mutiny 28% 20% 
reveng e 8% 8% 
handle bars 22% 2% 
top-billing 47% 8% 
hallucination 25% 41% 
ruination 21% 41% 
irony 41% 23% 
rile d . _ _ 31% 18% 
·- - --
All of the words introduced in the above record presented 
a fair amount of difficulty except mortgag e and revenge. 
TABLE 144 
INFORMATION RELATIVE TO DIFFICULTY IN UNDERSTANDING 
PHRASES IN THE PLAY NOT FIT FOR MAN OR BEAST - GRADE VI 
PHRASE CANNOT UNDERSTAND 
diabolical b rute 66% 
snake in the grass 12% 
sticks of kindling 13% 
apprehend the culprit 60% 
not f it for man or beast 6% 
Diabolical brute and apprehend the culprit were difficult 
for more t han half of the sixth grades, while not fit for man or 
beast appeared comparatively easy, 
TABLE 145 
GENERAL INFORMATION IN REGARD TO THE PLAy 
NOT FIT FOR MAN OR BEAST - GRADE VI 
YES NO 
c h ildren liked the play 92% 5% 
children thoug'ht :the play too long 4% 9 3% 
This table indicates the play Not Fit For Man Or Beast 
to be well liked and of a pleasing length . 
TABLE 146 
CHARACTER PARTS CHILDREN WOULD MOST LIKE TO READ 
IN T HE PLAY THE RUNAWAY BALLOON - GRADE VI 
CHARACTER 1ST CHOICE . 2ND CHOICE 3RD CHOICE 
. . 
Trixie 50% 9% 12% 
Monkey 45% 31% 10 % 
Balloon Keeper 9% 29% 32% 
Big Bear 3% 18% 22% 
Dipper 4% 10% 30% 
Trixie and the Monkey are noticably favored parts as seen 
11.5 
by these s tatistics. There is little d e sire on the w hole to read 
. any of the thre e remaining character parts. 
TABLE 147 
GENERAL INFORMATION IN REGARD TO THE PLAY 
THE RUNAWAY BALLOON - GRADE VI 
YES NO 
children liked the play 87o/o 13% 
children t h ought the play too short 64% 36o/o 
The above evidence discloses that the play, The Runaway 
Balloon wa s like d but was too brief. 
j_.'l6 
TABLE 148 
RATING FOR PLAYS IN GROUP FOUR AFTER READING, GRADE IV 
NAME OF PLAY E G F p 
Caught - One Snipe 52% 25% 13% 9% 
The Little Cake 7% 22% 14% 8% 
Many A Slip 55o/o 22% 14% 6% 
Much Ado about Ants 35% 16% 16% 31% 
Looking at the above table it can be seen that the largest 
percentage of choices were excellent for the plays, Caught - One 
Snipe and Many a Slip. There was a low percentage of pupils that 
considered these plays to be poor. 
TABLE 149 
CHARACTER PARTS CHILDREN WOULD MOST LIKE TO READ 
IN THE PLAY CAUGHT - ONE SNIPE - GRADE IV 
CHOICE 
CHARACTER 1ST 2ND 3RD 
Peter 12% 12% 15% 
Mickey 26% 18% 13% 
Beanie 25o/o l8o/o l8o/o 
Raym.ond DeLong 7o/o l Oo/o 4 7o/o 
Tommy 20o/o lSo/o llo/o 
Billy l Oo/o llo/o l Oo/o 
Jim Jackson 21 o/o 21 o/o 21 o/o 
In this play the character parts that the children preferred 
to read were those of Mickey and Beanie. The greatest percent-
age of pupils did not want to read the part of Raym.ond DeLong. 
TABLE 150 
INFORMATION AS TO THE VOCABULARY FOR THE PLAY 
CAUGHT - ONE SNIPE - GRADE IV 
WORD CANNOT READ CANNOT UNDERSTAND 
erosion 6lo/o 26% 
investigate 24o/o l2o/o 
snipe 4o/o 39% 
smoulder 28o/o 3lo/o 
A large percentage of the pupils could not read the word 
erosion while there was a small percentage of pupils who could 
not read the other words. The largest percentage of pupils did 
not understand the word snipe. 
TABLE 151 
GENERAL INFORMATION IN REGARD TO THE PLAy 
CAUGHT - ONE SNIPE - GRADE IV 
YES NO 
children liked the play 92o/o 7o/o 
children thought the play too short 21 o/o 79o/o 
As the percentages indicate this was a poptilar play in the 
fourth grades. 
TABLE 152 
CHARACTER PART CHILDREN WOULD MOST LIKE TO READ 
IN THE PLAY THE LITTLE CAKE - GRADE IV 
CHARACTER 1ST 
Sonia l3o/o 
Maria 42% 
Old 
.. 
39o/o Man 
Natalia 4o/o 
Second Girl Zo/o 
Third Girl lo/o 
CHOICE 
2ND 
2 7o/o 
1 Oo/o 
I 6o/o 
9o/o 
3RD 
24% . 
6% 
9% 
ZOo/o 
-- -- - - --- -----
3o/o 12o/o 
6o/o 18o/o 
--- - ------
:t 19 
Captain 6% 2% 13% 
Mother 6% 2% 13% 
From the above table it can be seen that the character 
parts that had the highest percentage of first choice were those 
of Maria and the Old Man. The percentages showed that the 
part of the Captain was the part that the children least wanted 
to read. 
TABLE 153 
INFORMATION AS TO THE VOCABULARY FOR THE PLAY 
THE LITTLE CAKE - GRADE IV 
WORD CANNOT READ CANNOT UNDERSTAND 
alms 25% 31% 
assembled 27% 13% 
blight 13% 45% 
.. 
compas sian 31% 34% 
humility 36% 22% 
morsel 20% 25% 
proclamation 36% 33% 
scourge 30% 32% 
<!1-o i. J 
vanity 23o/o 36% 
vermin 31% 45% 
-------------------------------------------------------~---------------
.Thi s table would indicate that there were many words that 
the pupils could not read and could not understand. Vermin and 
blight could not be understood by the greatest number of pupils. 
TABLE 154 
INFORMATION RELATIVE TO THE . DIFFICULT PHRASES IN THE 
PLAY THE LITTLE CAKE - GRADE IV 
PHRASE CANNOT UNDERSTAND 
can ill afford ' 43% 
blight of tlie beggar's curse 60% 
hawk-like 47% 
reap the b e nefit . 61% 
sent him packing 24o/o . 
shrink back 45o/o 
unto the least . of these 46o/o 
------------
The table indicates that there were many phrases in this play 
t ha t were not understood. The largest percentage of children could not 
understand the phrases blight of the beggar's curse, and reap the 
benefit. 
~ ··.: 1_'-
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TABLE 155 
GENERAL INFORMATION IN REGARD TO THE PLAY 11 THE LITTLE 
CAKE". GRADE IV 
YES NO 
Children like the play 90% 8o/o 
Children thought the play too long 16% 84% 
It is indi'Jtated in this table that this play was liked by a large 
percent of the pupils. A small percent of the children thought the play 
to be too long. 
TABLE 156 
CHARACTER PART CHILDREN WOULD MOST LIKE TO READ IN 
''MANY A SLIP'' GRADE IV 
CHOICE 
CHARACTER 1ST ZND 3RD 
Clock 6Z% 11% 5% 
Rug 15% 23% 8% 
Scissors 11% lZ% 7% 
Iodine 6% 15% 7o/o 
Roller Skate 5% 8% 13% 
Light Cord 7%. 11% 11% 
Mother 4% · 4'o 31% 
Aggie 15% 14% 15% 
Dave 7% 13o/o lZ% 
As is shown in the above table the largest percentage of children 
preferJed to readfthe part of The Clock. The smallest percentage waritted 
to rea the part o the Mother. 
·"' ~- '"> _._),~ 
TABLE 157 
INFORMATION AS TO THE VOCABULARY FOR THE PLAY "MANY A 
SLIP" GRADE IV 
WORD CANNOT READ CANNOT UNDERSTAND 
daub Z9o/o 32% 
notion lZo/o 31% 
This table would indicate that there were few words in this play 
that the pupils could not read and could not understand. 
TABLE 158 
INFORMATION RELATIVE TO THE DIFFICULT PHRASES IN "MANY A 
SLIP " GRADE IV 
PHRASE CANNOT UNDERSTAND 
See the light 24% 
The table shows that there was only one difficult phrase in this 
play. See the light was the one phrase that a fourth of the class could 
not understand. 
,. ·- 3 -~. a 
TABLE 159 
GENERAL INFORMATION IN RE~ARD TO THE PLAY "MANY A SLIP" 
GRADE IV 
YES NO 
Children liked the play 99% 1 o/o 
Children thought the play too long 13% 81% 
The percentages show that 99o/o of the pupils liked this play and 
that it was considered too long by only asmall percentage of the pupils. 
TABLE 160 
CHARACTER PART CHILDREN WOULD MOST LIKE TO READ IN 
''MUCH ADO ABOUT ANTS'' GRADE IV 
CHOICE 
CHARACTER 1ST 2ND 3RD 
Dick Murchison 18% 18% 20% 
Nancy Murchison 29% 9% 18% 
Bob Moore 18% 19% 16% 
Babe Moore 6% 8% 29"/o 
Henry V. Henry 19% 16o/o 21% 
Chuck Lacey 6% 14"/o 30o/o 
Sue Damon 7% 9% 22"/o 
The table shows that the largest percentage of children preferred 
to read the part of Nancy Murchison. There was no outstanding part that 
the children wanted to read or did not want to read. 
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TABLE 161 
INFORMATION AS TO THE VOCABULARY FOR THE PLAY "MUCH ADO 
ABOUT ANTS" GRADE IV 
WORD CANNOT READ CANNOT UNDERSTAND 
rejection ZSo/o 36'o 
discouragement Z8% 11% 
despair Z3o/o Z9o/o 
levity 39"/o 37% 
joists 35"/o 36o/o 
phenomenon 64% Z8% 
vibration 30o/.o 180fo 
incompetence 45% 300fo 
pig-headedness ZS% Z3% 
stupidity 30% 15o/o 
demented 37% 38% 
excavated 440fo 34% 
accompaniment 54% 160fo 
alienist 55% 31 Ofo 
As is indicated by the percentages in the table this play has many 
words that the pupils could not read and could not understand. 
- ~ c-s 
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TABLE 16Z 
INFORMAT ION RELATIVE TO THE DIFFICULT PHRASES IN "MUCH 
ADO ABOUT ANTS 11 GRADE IV 
PHRASE CANNOT UNDERSTAND 
making heavy weather 
had it in th~ bag ZO% 
measured cadence 78% 
raucous whisper 60% 
termite riddance 53% 
hunt and peck 46% 
It is shown that there was a high percentage of pupils who could 
not understand all phrases listed in this table. 
TABLE 163 
GENERAL INFORMATION IN REGARD TO THE PLAY "MUCH ADO 
ABOUT ANTS" GRADE IV 
Children liked the play. Yes 70% No Z9!fo 
Children thought the play too short. Yes 11% No 89% 
As the percentages in this table show the pupils considered this 
to be a fair play. 
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TABLE 164 
RATING FOR PLAYS IN GROUP FOUR AFTER READING GRADE V 
NAME OF PLAY E G F p 
Caught-One Snipe 29o/o 36% 16% 190fa 
The Little Cake 38% 22% 22% 16o/a 
Many a Slip 370/o 2S% 22% lS% 
Much Ado about Ants SO% 14% 190fa 16% 
F r om the above table it can be seen that Much Ado about Ants is 
the favorite play. The Little Cake and Many a Slip run together as 
second choice. One-fifth of Grade S consider all four plays p;or. 
TABLE 16S 
CHARACTER PARTS CHILDREN WOULD MOST LIKE TO REAli) IN 
''CAUGHT-ONE SNIPE" GRADE V 
CRotCE 
CHARACTER 1ST 2ND 3RD 
Peter 9o/o 20% 19% 
Mickey 14% 26% 12% 
Beanie 29% lS% 13% 
Raymond DeLong llo/o S% SO% 
Tommy 330/o 12% 20% 
Billy 16% 148/o 8"/o 
~m Jackson 22% 20"/o 12o/o 
Looking at the above table Tommy and Beanie are the character 
parts children would most like to read. Raymond DeLon.g is the least 
popular character. 
TABLE 166 
INFORMATION AS TO THE VOCABULARY FOR THE PLAY "CAUGHT-
ONE SNIPE" GRADE V 
WORD CANNOT READ CANNOT UNDERSTAND 
erosion 220/o 360/o 
investigate 80/o 80/o 
snipe 7% 218/o 
smoulder. 5o/o 16o/o 
The table shows that there are few difficult words in the play 
Caught-One Snipe. Erosion was outstandingl}lchard to read and hard to 
understand. 
TABLE 167 
GENERAL INFOR.MATION IN REGARD TO THE PLAY "CAUGHT-ONE 
SNIPE" GRADE V 
YES NO 
Children like the play. 87% 110/o 
Children thought the play too ahQ_~t 15% 85% 
· The percentages of the foregoing table seem to indicate that the 
children in Grade 5 rate Caught-One Snipe as good. 
TABLE 168 
CHARACT:ER PART CHILDREN WOULD MOST LIKE TO READ IN "THE 
LITTLE CAKE•• GRADE V 
CHOICE 
CHARACTER 1ST 2ND 3RD 
Sonia 60/o 3511/o 330/o 
Maria 390/o 230/o 150/o 
Old Man 460/o 130/o 110/o 
Natalia 140/o 120/o 230/o 
Second Girl 20/o 611/o 19% 
Third Girl 30/o 7rl/o 18% 
Captain 4'fo 18"/o 23"/o 
Mother 20/o 7% 20% 
The preceding table points out popularity of the two character 
parts Maria and the Old Man and the unpopularity of the character part 
Sonia. 
T A B L E 169 
INFORMATION AS TO THE VOCABULARY FOR THE PLAY 
THE LITTLE CAKE GRADE V 
WORD CANNOT READ CANNOT UNDERSTAND 
alms 24'fo 36% 
assembled 12% 10% 
blight 17% 34% 
e:·o .mpassion 20% 32% 
humility 18% 25% 
morsel 12% 17% 
proclamation 21% 2l'fe 
scourge 23% 36% 
vanity 160/o 37% 
vermin 24'fo 44% 
The above table indicates that the words listed as difficult were 
far harder to under stand than to read. 
T A B L E 170 
INFORMATION :'RELATIVE TO THE DIFFICULT PHRASES 
IN THE PLAY THE LITTLE CAKE GRADE V 
PHRASE CANNOT UNDERSTAND 
can ill afford 32% 
blight of the beggar's curse 54% 
hawk-like 2lo/o 
reap the benefit 47% 
sent ban packing 15% 
unto the least of these 18% 
In the above table we see that more than half the pupila in the 
fifth grade can understand all the diffix:ult phrases except one, blight 
of the beggar's curse. 
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T A B L E 171 
GENERAL INFORMATION IN REGARD TO THE PLAY 
THE LITTLE CAKE GRADE V 
YES NO 
Children liked the play 89% 
Children thought the play too long 22% 
The preceding table shows that a very high percent of the children 
liked The Little Cake. 
T A B L E 172 
CHARACTER PART CHILDREN WOULD MOST LIKE TO 
READ IN MANY A SLIP GRADE V 
CHARACTER 1ST CHOICE 2ND CHOICE 3RD CHOICE 
clock 51% 21% 10% 
rug 23% 26% 15% 
scissors 16% 7% 15% 
iodine 15% 16~ 15% 
roller skate 8% 11% 22% 
light cord 11% 15% 13% 
Mother 4'/e 5% 31% 
Aggie 15% 240/. 16"' 
Dave 9% 10,. 20% 
- - -
The percentages of the above table seem to place Clock as the 
outstanding favorite character part. Mother is the role the children 
wished to read least of all. 
- 6 1 ' 
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T A B L E 173 
INFORMATION AS TO THE VOCABULARY FOR THE PLAY 
MANY A SLIP GRADE V 
WORD CANNOT READ CANNOT UNDERSTAND 
~da~u~b~-----------------------------16_~~o ___________ 30% 
nation 14% lZ% 
The table above lists only two words of difficulty. Less than one-
fifth of the children found these words hard to read and to under stand. 
T A B L E 174 
INFORMATION RELATIVE TO THE DIFFICULT PHRASES 
IN MANY A SLIP GRADE V 
PHRASE CANNOT UNDERSTAND 
see the light 1501~ ------~~---------------------------------- ~--------------------
The above table indicates that Many a Slip is well within the reading 
level of the pupils in the fifth grade. 
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TABLE 175 
GENERAL INFORMATION IN REGARD TO THE PL 'AY MANY A SLIP 
---GRADE V 
Children liked the play Yes 9lo/o No 9o/o 
Children thought the play too long Yes 7o/o No 93o/o 
As is above shown, a very high percent t of the children who 
read the play liked it . 
TABLE 176 
CHARACTER PART CHILDREN WOULD MOST LIKE TO READ IN MUCH 
ADO ABOUT ANTS GRADE V 
CHARACTER lst CHOICE 2nd CHOICE 3rd CHOICE 
Dick Murchison 32o/o 18o/o 12% 
Nancy Murchison 2 7o/o 12o/o 14% 
Bob Moore 14% 21 o/o 14% 
Babe Moore 6% 20o/o 21% 
Henry V. Henry 22% 19o/o 22o/o 
Chuck Lacey 6% 9% 32% 
Sue Damon 7% 13o/o 23o/o 
The preceding table shows Dick Murchison and Nancy Murchison 
to be the most popular character parts . One third of the children had 
no desire to read the role of Chuck Lacey. 
TABLE 177 
INFORMATION AS TO THE VOCABULARY FOR THE PLAY MUCH ADO 
ABOUT ANTS - GRADE V 
WORD CANNOT READ CANNOT UNDERSTAND 
discouragement 13o/o 13o/o 
rejection 13o/o 36o/o 
despair 5o/o 1 7o/o 
levity 29o/o 42o/o 
joists 17o/o 2 7o/o 
phenomenon. 4 7o/o 28o/o 
vibration 14o/o 9o/o 
incompetence 22o/o 31 o/o 
pig-headedness 6o/o 19% 
stupidity 9% 12% 
demented 1 7o/o 38% 
excavated 23% 23o/o 
accoJl}panin1ent 19% 20% 
alienist 31% 35% 
Looking at the above table it can be seen that there are many 
difficult words. They-were read and understood by two-thirds of the 
children. ~henomenon and levity more than one-half of the children found 
hard to read and to understand. 
l 4 
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TABLE 178 
INFORMATION RELATIVE TO THE DIFFICULT PHRASES IN MUCH ADO 
ABOUT ANTS GRADE V 
PHRASE CANNOT UNDERSTAND 
Making heavy weather 24% 
had it in the bag 15% 
measured cadence 65% 
racous whisper 35% 
termite riddance 2 7% 
hunt and peck 24% 
From the above table it seeJnS that two-thirds of the children 
found measu red cadence difficult to understand. 
TABLE 179 
GENERAL INFORMATION IN REGARD TO THE PLAY MUCH ADO ABOUT 
ANTS GRADE V 
Children liked the play Yes 86% No 13% 
Children thought the play too short Yes 14% No 86% 
The preceding table shows that the children rated Much Ado 
About Ants as a good play. 
.. 6 6 
TABLE 180 
RATING FOR PLAYS IN GROUP FOUR AFTER READING GRADE VI 
NAME O F PLAY E G F p 
Caught - On e Snipe 27o/o 32o/o 21 o/o l8o/o 
The Little Cake 53o/o l8o/o l5o/o 9o/o 
Many a Slip 42o/o 38o/o 6o/o 9o/o 
Much Ado about Ants 60o/o l8o/o 8o/o l4o/o 
Looking at the above table it can be seen that the largest per-
centage of choices were 11 excellent 11 for the plays Much Ado about Ants and 
The Little Cake. There was a low percentage of pupils that considered 
these plays to be poor. 
TABLE 181 
CHARACTER PARTS CHILDREN WOULD MOST LIKE TO READ IN 
CAUGHT - ONE SNIPE GRADE VI 
CHARACTER lst CHOICE 2nd CHOICE 3rd CHOICE 
Peter 7o/o 2o/o 7o/o 
Mickey l5o/o 2 7o/o 7o/o 
Beanie 25% 25% 13% 
Raymond DeLong 5o/o 7o/o 58% 
Tommy 25o/o l5o/o 3o/o 
Billy l3o/o l3o/o 4o/o 
Jim Jackson 3 7o/o 16o/o 3o/o 
In this play, the character parts that the children preferred 
to read were those of Jim and Beanie. The greatest percentage of pupils 
did not want to read the part of Raymond De Long. 
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TABLE 182 
INFORMATION AS TO THE VOCABULARY FOR THE PLAY CAUGHT -
ONE. SNIPE GRADE VI 
WORD CANNOT READ CANNOT UNDERSTAND 
erosion 31% 22% 
investigate 11% 6% 
snipe 5% 36% 
smoulder 7% 20% 
A large percentage of the pupils could not read the word erosion 
while there was a small percentage of pupils who could not read the 
other words. The most difficult word for the children to understand 
was snipe. 
T A B L E 183 
GENERAL INFORMATION IN REGARD TO THE 
PLAY CAUGHT ONE SNIPE GRADE VI 
YES NO 
Children liked the play 98% Zo/o 
Children thought the play too short 6% 94% 
As the percentages indicate this was a popular play in the sixth 
grades. Very few thought the play was too short. 
T A B L E 184 
CHARACTER PART CHILDREN WOULD MOST LIKE . TO 
READ IN THE LITTLE CAKE GRADE VI 
CHARACTER 1ST CHOICE ZND CHOICE 3RD CHOICE 
· Sonia 4o/o Z9% Z4o/o 
Maria 44% 10% 6% 
1 Old Man 36% 19% 7% 
1 Natalia 4% 6% 14% 
Second Girl lZo/o 1% 4o/e 
Third Girl 0% 0% 8"/e 
Captain 11% Z8% 18% 
Mother 4% 3% 11% 
From the above table it can be seen that the character parts that 
had the highest percentage of choices were those of Maria and the Old Man. 
The percentages showed that the part of Sonia was the part the children 
least wanted to read. 
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T A B L E 185 
INFORMATION AS TO THE VOCABULARY FOR THE PLAY 
THE LITTLE CAKE - GRADE VI 
WORD CANNOT READ CANNOT UNDERSTAND 
alms 8o/o 46% 
i assembled 6% 1% 
blight 1% 28% 
compassion 6% 22o/e 
1 humility 6% 151o 
, morsel 7t1fo 22% 
proclamation 11% 4% 
.I scourge 10% 38% 
vanity 8% 25% 
11 
vermin 1% 50% 
This table indicates that very few pupils could not read the difficult 
vocabulary in this play. Vermin and alms could not be understood by 
' approximately half of the pupils. 
T A B L E 186 
INFORMATION RELATIVE TO THE DIFFICULT PHRASES IN 
THE PLAY THE LITTLE CAKE GRADE VI 
' PHRASE CANNOT UNDERSTAND 
can ill afford 17% 
blight of the beggar's curse 
I 
1 hawk-like 27t1fo 
reap the benefit 50% 
sent him packing 13% 
shrink back 33% 
unto the least of these 28o/o 
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As is shown on the previous page one-half of the pupils could not 
understand the phrase reap the benefit while less than half of the pupils 
could not understand the other phrases. 
T A B L E 187 
GENERAL INFORMATION IN REGARD TO THE PLAY 
THE LI-TTLE CAKE GRADE VI 
YES NO 
Children liked the play 94% 4% 
Children thought the play too long 10% 90% 
As is revealed in this table, this play was liked by a large percent 
of the pupils. Very few thought the play was too long. 
T A B L E 188 
CHARACTER PART CHILDREN WOULD MOST LIKE TO 
READ IN MANY A SLIP GRADE VI 
CHARACTER 1ST CHOICE 2ND CHOICE 3RD CHOICE 
Clock 530/o 
Rug 8% 11% 
Scissors 11% 17% 6% 
Iodine 8% 11% 
Roller Skate 2% 
Light Cord 5% 16% 16% 
.1 Mother 2o/o 26% 
Aggie 5% 9% 14,. 
Dave 80/o 9% 16% 
From the above table it is clear that clock was the outstandingly 
favorite character part the children would like to read. Mother was the 
role least desired to read. 
- ? 0 
T A B L E 189 
INFORMATION AS TO THE VOCABULARY FOR THE PLAY 
WORD 
daub 
notion 
MANY A SLIP GRADE VI 
CANNOT READ CANNOT UNDER-
STAND 
11% 15% 
This table indicates that the vocabulary of this play was not diffi-
cult for sixth grade pupils. 
T A B L E 190 
INFORMATION RELATIVE TO DIFFICULT PHRASES IN 
MANY A SLIP GRADE VI 
PHRASE CANNOT UNDERSTAND 
see the light 14% 
As is indicated in the table above, only a small percentage of the 
sixth grade pupils could not understand the one difficult phrase in this play. 
T A B L E 191 
GENERAL INFORMATION IN REGARD TO THE 
PLAY MANY A SLIP GRADE VI 
YES NO 
Children like the play 97% 3% 
,I Children thought the play too long 98% 
This table reveals that almost 100% of the children liked the play 
and did not think the play was too long. 
A?. 
T A B L E 192 
CHARACTER PART CHILDREN WOULD MOST LIKE TO READ 
IN MUCH ADO ABOUT ANTS GRADE VI 
CHARACTER 1ST CHOICE ZND CHOICE 3RD CHOICE 
Dick Murchi son 25% 14% 13% 
Nancy Murchison 34% 16"/. 3o/o 
Bob Moore 24% 18% 7% 
Babe Moore 8% 18% 1 ICYo 
Henry V. Henry 10% zoo;. 18% 
Chuck Lacey 4% 7% 23% 
Sue Damon 7% 10% 14% 
This table indicates that the character parts the children would like 
most to read in this play are Nancy Murchison, Dick Murchison and Bob 
Moore. The part of Chuck Lacey was the least desired. 
T A B L E 193 
INFORMATION AS TO THE VOCABULARY FOR THE PLAY 
MUCH ADO ABOUT ANTS GRADE VI 
WORD CANNOT READ CANNOT UNDERSTAND 
rejection 11% 37% 
discouragement 10% 10% 
despair 7% 18% 
levity Zl% 7Z«fo 
joists 25% 37% 
phenomenon 42% 45% 
vibration 16% 8% 
incompetence 28% 51% 
pig-headedness 10% 23% 
stupidity 7% 7% 
demented 18% 69% 
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TAB L E 193 CONT 1D. 
INFORMATION AS TO THE VOCABULARY FOR THE PLAY 
MUCH ADO ABOUT ANTS GRADE VI 
WORD CANNOT READ CANNOT UNDERSTAND 
excavated 
accompaniment 320fo 18% 
alienist 37% 54% 
The table above indicates that three quarters of the children could 11 
read all the words but one, namely phenomenon. Most of the words listed 
as difficult were hard to understand by many children. 
a' A B L E 194 
INFORMATION RELATIVE TO THE DIFFICULT PHRASES IN 
MUCH ADO ABOUT ANTS - GRADE VI 
PHRASE CANNOT UNDERSTAND 
making heavy weather 590/o 
had it in the bag 
d 
28% 
85% 1 measured cadence 
raucous whisper 66% 
termite riddance 42% 
I 
hunt and peck 63% . 
1 --------~----------------------~----------------------------------~l 
From the information above it seems that in most instances more 
than half of the children could not understand the difficult phrases. 
Measured cadence was particularly difficult. 
T A B L E 195 
GENERAL INFORMATION IN REGARD TO THE PLAY 
MUCH ADO ABOUT ANTS - GRADE VI 
YES NO 
Children liked the play 9Zo/o 
Children thought the play too short 7fl/o 93% 
From the above table, it can be seen that a very high percent 
of the childrenHiked the play and approved of its length. 
T A B L E 196 
GENERAL INFORMATION IN RELATION TO PLAY 
READING BEFORE THE STUDY - GRADE IV 
Children have read a play 
Children would rather read a play than 
a story 
YES NO 
75% 
55% 
From the above table it can be seen that one -fourth of the pupils 
have not read plays. About half the pupils would rather read a story than 
read a play. 
I 
II 
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T A B L E 197 
GENERAL INFORMATION IN RELATION TO PLAY 
READING AFTER THE STUDY - GRADE IV 
Children like to read plays 
Children wish to read more plays 
Children enjoyed listening to plays 
YES 
96% 
94% 
97% 
NO 
3% 
As is evidenced in the above table nearly all children enjoyed 
reading and listening to plays. A minor percent didn 1t wish to read more 
plays. 
T A B L E 198 
CHII...DREN1S CHOICE OF TYPES OF PLAYS BEFORE 
PLAY READING ACTIVITY - GRADE IV 
I PLAY CATEGORY CHOICE 
Funny Things 68% 
Home and Family 28% 
' Make Believe 40% 
I 
Exciting Adventures 7Zo/o 
Famous People 54% 
Far -away P laces 4Zo/o 
Science 34% 
Music Z5o/o 
Mystery 69% 
I 
Sports 53% 
As is indicated in the above table the types of plays rated highest 
in the pupiPs choice are Exciting Adventures, Mystery, Funny Things 
and Sports. 
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T A B L E 199 
CHILDREN'S CHOICE OF PLAY TITLES BEFORE PLAY READING 
ACTIVITY GRADE IV 
TITLE CHOICE 
Kitty Hawk - 1903 43% 
Many a Slip 17~ 
The Little Cake 42.0fo 
The Stuff of H~roes 36% 
The Little Whittier 34% 
The King 1 s Toothache 7 8% 
The Pied Piper of Hamelin 37% 
Not Fit For Man Or Beast 4 7% ------------------~----
Have a Heart 
Ups and Downs 
Caught One Snipe 
The Runaway Balloon 
Piffle! It's Only a Sniffle! 
George Inness 
Much Ado About Ants 
Invasion from the Stratosphere 
38o/o 
32.% 
31% 
47% 
60% 
19% 
30% 
57% 
Looking at the above table it can be seen that the largest percentage 
of choices favored the plays The King's Toothache; Piffle, It's Only a 
II Sniffle! and Invasion from the Stratosphere. There was a low percentage 
of pupils who liked the plays Many a Slip and George Inness. 
:t?6 
T A B L E ZOO 
GENERAL INFORMATION IN RELATION TO PLAY 
READING BEFORE THE STUDY - GRADE V 
YES NO 
Children have read plays 
Children would rather read plays than 
stories 
71% 
58% 
Z7% 
4Z% 
As is shown above about three -fourths of the children bad read 
plays. About half the children said they would prefer to read plays and 
the other half stories. 
T A :B L E ZOl 
GENERAL INFORMATION IN RELATION TO PLAY READING 
AFTER THE STUDY GRADE V 
YES NO 
Children like to read plays 96% 4% 
Children wish to read more plays 95% 5% 
Children enjoyed listening to plays 98% Z% 
From the table above it appears that a very high percent of the 
children like to read plays and wish to read more plays. Almost all the 
children enjoyed listening to the plays. 
T A B L E ZOZ 
CHILDREN'S CHOICE OF TYPES OF PLAYS BEFORE PLAY READING 
ACTIVITY GRADE V 
PLAY CATEGORY CHOICE 
Funny 'ilaings 680fo 
Home and Jamily Z40fo 
Make Believe 39% 
Exciting Adventures 7ZOfo 
Famous People 800fo 
Far-away Places 38CI/o 
Science ZSOfo 
Music Z30fo 
Mystery 650fo 
Sports 460fo 
As is shown above Exciting Adventures, Funny Things, Mystery, Famous 
People and Sports are the favorite kinds of plays. Home and Family and 
Music are the least desired types to read. 
TABLE 203 
CHILDREN'S CHOICE OF PLAY TITLES BEFORE PLAY READING 
ACTIVITY GRADE V 
TITLE CHOICE 
Kitty Hawk - 1903 4511/o 
Many a Slip 16"/o 
The Little Cake 3611/o 
The Stuff of Heroes 3211/o 
The Little Whittier 3 311/o 
The King's Toothache 6 5"/o 
The Pied Piper of Hamelin 3 711/o 
Not Fit for Man ... Or Beast 5011/o 
Have a Heart 3811/o 
Ups and Downs 31 "'o 
Caught-One Snipe 2411/o 
The Runaway Balloon 4511/o 
Piffle-It's Only a Sniffle 4311/o 
George Inness 1 711/o 
Much Ado about Ants 1 911/o 
Invasion from the Stratosphere 5611/o 
According to the above table, The King's Toothache was the 
favorite play title. Invasion from The Stratopphere was second. Not Fit-
for Man or Beastf KiJfrt Ha~k~ The Runaway Balloon. and Piffle I ~ Onl~11tte we e n in i oraer. _ 
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TABLE Z04 
GENERAL INFORMATION IN RELATION TO PLAY READING BEFORE 
THE STUDY GRADE 6 
Y&s NO 
Children have read plays. 73% Z7o/o 
Children would rather read plays than 
stories 55% 43% 
This table indicates that approximately three-fourths of the 
sixth grade c hildren had previously read plays and that slightly more than 
h;~.lf would r a ther read plays than stories . (prior to the study). 
TABLE Z05 
GENERAL INFORMATION IN RELATION TO PLAY READING AFTER 
THE STUDY GRADE 6 
YES NO 
Children like to read plays 9Z% 8% 
Children wish to read more plays 9Z% 3% 
Children enjoyed listening to plays 94% 6% 
This table indicates that after the study the largest percentage 
of the pupils in the sixth grade liked to tread plays, wanted to read more 
plays, and enjoyed listening to plays. 
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TABLE 206 
CHILDREN'S CHOICE OF TYPES OF PLAYS BEFORE PLAY READING 
ACTIVITY GRADE 6 
P..LAY CATEGORY CHOICE 
Funny Things 78o/o 
Home and Family 29% 
Make Believe 41% 
Exciting Adventures 81 'fo 
Famous People 54% 
Far-away Places 37% 
Science 30% 
Music 28% 
Mystery 81% 
Sports 48% 
In the foregoing table it seems that the children favor readip.g 
types of plays in the following order: Exciting Adventures, Mystery, 
Funny Things, Famous People, and Sports. 
lSl 
TABLE Z07 
CHILDREN'S CHOICE OF PLAY TITLES BEFORE PLAY READING 
ACTIVITY GRADE VI 
TITLE CHOICE 
Kitty Hawk - 1903 4Zo/o 
Many a Slip 16o/o 
The Little Cake Z3"/o 
The Stuff of Heroes 37"/o 
The Little Whittler Z3"/o 
The King's Toothache 58% 
The Pied Piper of Hamelin Z7"/o 
Not Fit for Man or Beast 4Z% 
Have a Heart 33% 
Ups and Downs ZZ"/o 
Caught-One Snipe Z4% 
The Runaway Balloon 3 3"/o 
Piffle - It's Only a Sniffle 41% 
George Inness 
Much Ado about Ants Zl% 
Invasion from the Stratosphere 41 "/o 
This table indicates that the play titles that most appealed to the 
children were The King's Toothache, Kitty Hawk-1903, and Not Fit for 
Man O_E Beast . . -~he least desired play accolding to its title was George 
Inness. 
TABLE 208 
TEACHERS" ESTIMATE OF VOCABULARY DIFFICULTY GRADE IV 
TITLE OF PLAY No. of Teachers Difficult Easy Very Euy 
Kitty Hawk- 1903 4 ZSo/o 75o/4 
Many a SHe 6 83o/o 
The Little Cake 6 SO% 33% 
The Stuff of Heroes 4 100% 
The Little Whittler 5 80% ZO% 
The King's Toothache 4 75% ZS% 
The Pied Piper of Hamelin 5 100% 
Not Fit for Man or Beast 5 60% 40o/e 
Have a Heart 5 80% ZO% 
Ups and Downs 4 100% 
Caught - One Snipe 6 33% 67% 
The Runaway Balloon 5 80% ZO% 
Piffle, It's Only a Sniffle 5 40% 60% 
George Inness 5 40% 60% 
Much Ado about Ants 6 83o/o 17% 
Invasion from the Stratosphere 5 80% ZO% 
As the percentages in the above indicate all teachers considered 
the vocabulary in the plays The Pied Piper of Hamelin and. Ups and Downs 
too difficult for fourth grade children. Eight of the sixteen plays were 
oonsidered to be difficult by the greater percentage of teachers. No 
vocabulary in the plays was considered very easy by any significant nurri>er 
of teachers. The following plays were considered to have easy vocabularies: 
Many a Slip. The Stuff of Heroes. Have!. Heart, and The Runaway Balloon. 
TABLE Z09 
TEACHERS ' ESTIMATE OF CHILDREN'S APPRECIATION OF CONTENT 
OF PLAYS GRADE IV 
No. of Inter- Fairly In- Onirter- Dis-
TITLE OF PLAY Teachers esting teresting esting liked 
Kitty Hawk- 1903 4 ZSo/o SOo/o ZSo/o 
Many a Slip 6 830/o 17o/o 
The Little Cake 6 83% 17o/o 
The Stuff of Heroes 4 SO% SOo/o 
The Little Whittier 5 40o/o 60o/o 
The King's Toothache 4 75o/o ZSo/o 
The Pied Piper of Hamelin 5 80o/o 10% 
Not Fit for Man or Beast 5 80o/o ZOo/o 
Have a Heart 5 lOOo/o 
Ups and Downs 4 lOOo/o 
Caught-One Snipe 6 67o/o 33o/o 
The Runaway Balloon 5 60% ZOo/o ZO% 
Piffle- It 1 s Only a Sniffle 5 60o/o 40o/o 
George Inness 5 60o/o 40o/o 
Much Ado about Ants 6 17o/o 83o/o 
_ Invasion from the Stratosphere 5 40% 60o/o 
From the above table it can be seen that all plays had a high 
interest level with the exception of the play Much Ado about Ants which 83o/o 
of the teachers considered to be uninteresting to the pupils. It was thought 
to be only fai rly interesting to the others. The greater percentage of 
teachers thought the plays, The Little :Whittier, Invasion from the 
Stratosphere, and Kitty Hawk to be only fairly interesting to four~ grade 
pupils 
" >! ) ,..~ 
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TABLE 210 
TEACHERS' ESTIMATE OF RECOGNITION OF HUMOROUS SITUATIONS 
BY CHILDREN GRADE IV 
No. of Hilariously Just 
TITLE OF PLAY Teachers Funny Funny Dull 
Kitty Hawk- 1903 4 25o/o 25% 
Many a Slip 6 50% 33% 
The Little Cake 6 50% 
The Stuff of Heroes 4 25% 
The Little Whittier 5 ZOlfo 80% 
The Kingts Toothache 4 50% 50% 
The Pied Piper of Hamelin 5 10% 80% 
Not Fit for Man or Beast 5 20% 80o/o 
Have a Heart 5 20o/o 80% 
Ups and Downs 4 50% 50% 
Caught-One Snipe 6 17% 83% 
The Runaway Balloon 5 20o/o 40o/o 40% 
Piffle, It's Only a Sniffle 5 40% 60% 
---
George Inness 5 100% 
Much Ado about Ants 6 50% 33% 
Invasion from the Stratosphere 5 1000/o 
It is indicated in this table that three plays - Many a Slip, 'I!h& 
Ki~g's Toot4ache, and Ups and Downs had hilariously funny situations that . 
~Oo/e _of the teachers considered to be recognized by the pupils. The others 
~onsipered them to be just funny. Just funny situations were recognized 
by most classes in all plays. The table showed that a low percent of 
t~achers thought their classes recognized dull situations in the plays Much 
. A~o ~bout _1\.p.ts and The Runaway Balloon. 
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TABLE Zll 
TEACHERS' ESTIMATE OF MANNER IN WHICH CHILDREN CHARACTER-
IZED ROLES GRADE IV 
TITLE OF PLAY Very Well Well Poorly 
Kitty Hawk - 1903 5 Z5o/o 500fe Z5% 
Many a Slip 6 670fo 33% 
" 
The Little Cake 6 67'fo 170fo 
The Stuff of Heroes 4 75'fo 
The Little Whittler 5 100% 
The King's Toothache 4 75% Z5% 
The Pied Piper of Hamelin 5 40% 40% 
Not Fit for Man or Beast 5 ZO% 80% 
Have a Heart 5 80% lOOfo 
Ups and Downs 4 100% 
Caught-One Snipe 6 50% 50% 
The Runaway Balloon 5 40% 60'/o 
Piffle - It's Only a Sniffle 5 60% 100fo 
George Inness 5 100% 
Much Ado about Ants 6 17% 50'fo 
Inva•ion from the Stratosphere 5 ZO% 60% ZO% 
Teachers indicate that pupils characterized their roles nearly 
the same between well and very well in the plays. Much Ado about Ants 
and ~ Pied Piper. of Hamelin were estimated to be poorly characterized 
by a significant number 6f teachers. Ups and Downs was the only play in 
which it was thought that the roles were well characterized. 
TABLE 212 
TEACHERS' ESTIMATE OF COMPARISON OF ORAL EXPRESSION IN 
READING OF PLAYS WITH THE USUAL READING GRADE IV 
TITLE OF PLAY Better Same Poorer 
Kitty Hawk - 1903 4 50% 25% 250/o 
Many a Slip 6 67% 33"/o 
The Little Cake 6 8 3"/o 17% 
The Stuff of Heroes 4 75% 25% 
The Little Whittier 5 40% 60% 
The King's Toothache 4 75% 25% 
The Pied Piper of Hamelin 5 80"/o lOo/o 
Not Fit for Man or Beast 5 60% 20% 20% 
Have a Heart 5 80S 10% 
Ups and Downs 4 75% 25% 
Caught-One Snipe 6 67% 33% 
The Runaway Balloon 5 60% 20Cfo 20% 
Piffle - It's Only a Sniffle 5 40% 40% 10% 
George Inness 5 80"/o 10% 
Much Ado about Ants 6 50Cfo 17% 17% 
Invasion from the Stratosphere 5 40Cfo 40% 20% 
It is significant to note that with the exception of three plays, 
the oral expression in the reading of plays was estimated to be better 
than in the usual oral reading. 
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TABLE 213 
TEACHERS' ESTIMATE OF VOCABULARY DIFFICULTY GRADE V 
TITLE OF PLAY 
Kitty Hawk -1903 
Many a Slip 
The Little C ake 
The Stuff of Heroes 
The Little Whittier 
The King's Toothache 
The Pied Piper of Hamelin 
Not Fit for Man Or Beast 
Have a Heart 
Ups and Downs 
Caught - One Snipe 
The Runaway Balloon 
Piffle - It's Only a Sniffle 
George Inness 
Much Ado About Ants 
NO. OF 
TEACHERS 
10 
5 
5 
10 
3 
10 
4 
3 
4 
10 
5 
3 
4 
4 
5 
Invasion from the Stratosphere 3 
VERY 
DIFFICULT EASY EASY 
20% 70% 10% 
80% 20% 
100% 
10% 70% 20% 
100% 
70% 30% 
50% 50% 
33% 67% 
50% 50% 
60% 40% 
40% 60% 
100% 
50% 50% 
75% 25% 
60% 20% 20% 
100% 
As is indicated in the percentages, many of the plays listed above had 
difficult vocabularies. It is significant to note that all teachers considered 
the play Invasion from the Stratosphere as having a difficult vocabulary. All 
teachers considered the vocabulary in The Runaway Balloon to be very easy; 
---
TABLE 214 
TEACHERS 1 ESTIMATE OF CHILDREN'S APPRECIATION OF CONTENT 
OF PLAYS - GRADE V 
TITLE OF PLAY 
Kitty Hawk - 1903 
Many a Slip 
The Little Cake 
The Stuff of Heroes 
The Little Whittier 
The King's Toothache 
The Pied Piper of Hamelin 
Not Fit for Man or Beast 
Have a Heart 
Ups and Downs 
Caught -One Snipe 
The Runaway Balloon 
Piffle - It's Only a Sniffle 
George Inness 
Much Ado about Ants 
Invasion from the Stratosphere 
No. of Inter- Fairly In- Uninter-
Teachers esting teresting esting 
10 SOo/o 50% 
5 80o/o 20% 
5 60% 40% 
Io 90o/o Ioo/o 
3 67% 33% 
10 SOo/o 30o/o 20% 
4 100% 
3 100% 
4 100% 
10 50% 30% 20o/o 
5 80% 20% 
3 33o/o 67% 
4 75% 25o/o 
4 50% 25% 25% 
5 60% 40% 
3 33% 67% 
:Dis -. 
liked 
With the exception of three plays a greater percentage of teachers 
estimated the content of the plays to be interesting to the pupils. A 
minor percentage of teachers thought the content uninteresting in four 
plays. 
TABLE 215 
TEACHERS 1 ESTIMATE OF RECOGNITION OF HUMOROUS SITUATIONS 
BY CHILDREN - GRADE V 
TITLE OF PLAY No. of Hilariously Just 
Teachers Funny Funny Dull 
Kitty Hawk -1903 10 80o/o 20% 
Many a Slip § 40o/o 20% 
The Little Cake 5 
The Stuff of Heroes 10 30o/o 60% 
The Little Whittler 3 1 OOo/o 
The King 1 s Toothache 10 1 Oo/o 80% 1,0% 
The Pied Piper of Hamelin 4 lOOo/o 
Not Fit For Man or Beast 3 67% 33o/o 
Have a Heart 4 lOOo/o 
Ups and Downs 10 40o/o 60o/o 
Caught -One Snipe 5 20o/o 80% 
The Runaway Balloon 3 100% 
Piffle - It 1 s Only a Sniffle 4 50o/o 50o/o 
George Inness 4 lOOo/o 
Much Ado about Ants 5 40o/o 20o/o 20o/o 
Invasion from the Stratosphere 3 1 OOo/o 
From the above table it can be seen that teachers estimated that 
pupils recognized just funny situations in the greater number of plays. 
Two plays, Invasion from the Strato'sphere and The Little Whittler were 
recognized to have hilariously funny situations by all classes reading these 
two plays. 
TABLE 216 
TEACHERS' ESTIMATE OF MANNER IN WHICH CHILDREN CHARACTER-
IZED ROLES - GRADE V 
No. of Very 
TITLE OF PLAY Teachers Well Well Poorly 
Kitty Hawk - 1903 10 lOo/o 80% 1 Oo/o 
Many a Slip 5 60% 40% 
The Little Cake 5 20% 80o/o 
The Stuff of Heroes 10 1 Oo/o 50% 40o/o 
The Little Whittier 3 33% 6 7% 
The King's Toothache 10 90% l Oo/o 
The Pied Piper of Hamelin 4 25% 75% 
Not Fit for Man or Beast 3 33o/o 67% 
Have a Heart 4 lOOo/o 
Ups and Downs 10 40% 40% 20% 
Caught - One Snipe 5 40o/o 40o/o 20% 
The Runaway Balloon 3 67% 33% 
Piffle - It's Only a Sniffle 4 50o/o 50o/o 
George Inness 4 l OOo/o 
Much Ado about Ants 5 6.()% 20% 20o/o 
Invasion from the Stratosphere 3 67% 33% 
As the percentages in the above table show, the roles in the plays 
were characterized well and very well. Seven plays had a low percentage 
of teachers who felt that the roles had been poorly characterized. The 
character roles in George Inness and Have~ Heart were estimated to be 
well characterized by all teachers. 
TABLE 217 
TEACHERS 1 ESTIMATE OF COMPARISON OF ORAL EXPRESSION IN 
READING OF PLAYS WITH THE USUAL READING - GRADE V 
No. of 
TITLE OF PLAY Teachers Better Same Poorer 
Kitty Hawk- 1903 10 100% 
Many a Slip 5 60% 40% 
The Little Cake 5 60o/o 40% 
The Stuff of Heroes 10 40% 60% 
The Little Whittier 3 100% 
The King 1 s Toothache 10 40% 60% 
The Pied Piper of Hamelin 4 100% 
Not Fit for Man or Beast 3 100% 
Have a Heart 4 100% 
Ups and Downs 10 20% 70% 10% 
Caught -One Snipe 5 60% 40% 
The Runaway B a lloon 3 67% 33% 
Piffle - lt 1 s Only a Sniffle 4 100% 
George Inness 4 100% 
Much Ado About Ants 5 60% 40% 
Invasion from the Stratosphere 3 67% 33% 
Looking at the above table, it can be seen that the largest 
percentage of teachers estimated the oral expression in the reading of 
plays to be better than that in the usual reading. In four of the plays the 
reading was estimated the same in the reading of plays as in the usual 
reading. 
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TABLE 2 1 8 
TEACHERS' ESTIMATE OF VOCABULARY DIFFICULTY- GRADE VI 
No. of Very 
TITLE OF PLAY Teachers Difficult Easy Easy 
Kitty Hawk - 1903 4 100% 
Many a Slip 3 33% 67% 
The Little Cake 3 100% 
The Stuff of Heroes 4 7S% 2S% 
The Little Whittier s 100% 
TheKing's Toothache 4 7S% 2S% 
The Pied Piper of Hamelin 4 100% 
Not Fit for Man or Beast s 100% 
Have a Heart 4 2S% 7S% 
Ups and Downs 4 100% 
Caught - One Snipe 3 67% 33% 
The Runaway Balloon s 100% 
Piffle - It's Only a Sniffle 4 SO% SO% 
George Inness 4 2S% 7S% 
Much Ado about Ants 3 33% 67% 
Invasion from the Stratosphere s 100% 
Looking at the table above, it can be seen that the larger per-
centage of teachers estimated the vocabularies in the plays as being easy 
with the exception of the three plays, The King's Toothache, The Pied 
Piper of Hamelin, and The Invasion from the Stratosphere. The vocabu-
lary in the plays The Runaway Balloon, Have~ Heart, and Many ~Slip 
was considered to be easy by the greater number of teachers. 
TABLE 219 
TEACHERS• ESTIMATE OF CHILDREN'S APPRECIATION OF CONTENT 
OF PLAYS GRADE VI 
No. of Inter- Fairly In- Uninter-
TITLE OF PLAY Teachers esting teresting esting 
Kitty Hawk - 1903 4 100% 
Many a Slip 3 67% 33% 
The Little Cake 3 100% 
The Stuff of Heroes 4 75% 25% 
The Little Whittier 5 80% 20% 
The King 1 s Toothache 4 75% 25% 
The Pied Piper of Hamelin 4 50% 25% 25% 
Not Fit for Man or Beast 5 100% 
Have a Heart 4 100% 
Ups and Downs 4 100% 
Caught - One Snipe 3 100% 
Th·e :Runaway Balloon 5 20% 40% 40% 
Piffle - It 1 s Only a Sniffle 4 50% 50% 
George Inness 4 75% 25% 
Much Ado about Ants 3 100% 
Invasion from the Stratosphere 5 100% 
Dis-
liked 
Looking at the above table it can be seen that in all plays, with the 
exception of The Runaway Balloon, teachers estimated the content of the 
play to be interesting to the pupils. 
"" 4 li · .. ]' 
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TABLE 2 2 0 
TEACHERS 1 ESTIMATE OF RECOGNITION OF HUMOROUS SITUATIONS 
BY CHILDREN - GRADE VI 
No. of Hilariously Just 
TITLE OF PLAY Teachers Funny Funny Dull 
Kitty Hawk - 1903 4 25% 75% 
Many a Slip 3 67% 33% 
The Little Cake 3 33% 67% 
The Stuff of Heroes 4 25% 25% 
The Little Whittier 5 80% 
The King 1 s Toothache 4 SO% 50% 
ThePied Piper of Hamelin 4 75% 25% 
Not Fit for Man or Beast 5 60% 20% 
Have a Heart 4 25% 75% 
Ups and Downs 4 75% 
Caught - One Snipe 3 100% 
The Runaway Balloon 5 80% 20% 
Piffle - It 1 s Only a Sniffle 4 75% 25% 
George Inness 4 100% 
Much Ado about Ants 3 67% 33% 
Invasion from the Stratosphere 5 60% 40% 
As is shown above, the largest percentage of teachers esti-
mated that pupils recognized just funny situations in the greater number 
of plays. 
TABLE 221 
TEACHERS ' ESTIMATE OF MANNER IN WHICH CHILDREN CHARAC-
TERIZED ROLES - GRADE VI 
TITLE OF PLAY 
No. of 
Teachers 
Very 
Well Well Poorly 
Kitty Hawk - 1903 4 2S% SO% 
Many a Slip 3 100% 
The Little Cake 3 33% 67% 
The Stuff of Heroes 4 SO% SO% 
TheLittle Whittier s 80% 20% 
The King 1 s Toothache 4 2S% 7S% 
The Pied Piper of Hamelin 4 2S% 7S% 
Not Fit for Man or Beast s 80% 20% 
Have a Heart 4 100% 
Ups and Downs 4 100% 
Caught - One Snipe 3 100% 
The Runaway Balloon s 40% 60% 
Piffle "" It's Only a Sniffle 4 2S% SO% 2S% 
George Inness 4 7S% 2S% 
Much Ado about Ants 3 100% 
Invasion from the Stratosphere s 40% 60% 
The table shows that only one teacher estimated one play to be 
poorly characterized by the pupils. The plays that were estimated to 
be characterized very well were Have a Heart, Ups and Downs, and 
Caught - One Snipe which would indicate that these are plays that are 
enjoyed by this grade. 
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TABLE 222 
TEACHERS ' ESTIMATE OF COMPARISON OF ORAL EXPRESSION IN 
READING OF PLAYS WITH THE USUAL READING - GRADE VI 
No. of 
TITLE OF PLAY Teachers Better Same Poorer 
Kitty Hawk - 1903 4 1 OOo/o 
Many a Slip 3 33% 67% 
The Little C a ke 3 67% 33% 
The Stuff of Heroes 4 100% 
The Little Whittier s 80% 20% 
The King's Toothache 4 7S% 2S% 
The Pied Pi{E r of Hamelin 4 SO% SO% 
Not Fit for Man or Beast s 100% 
Have a Hear t 4 100% 
Ups and Downs 4 100% 
Caught - On e Snipe 3 33% 67% 
The Runaway Balloon s 80% 20% 
Piffle - It's Only a Sniffle 4 7S% 2S% 
George Inness 4 100% 
Much Ado about Ants 3 67% 33% 
, Invasion from the Stratosphere s 80% 20% 
It i s indicated in the table above that teachers estimated the oral 
expression to be better in the reading of plays than in the usual reading. 
The oral expression was considered better by all teachers in the reading 
of six of the plays. 
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CHAPTER V 
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 
The purpose of this study was to attempt to select a number 
of children 's plays which are of high interest in subject matter and 
reasonably within the scope of the intermediate grade child in regard 
to vocabulary and phraseology. 
The following are the conclusions reached after comparing the 
interpretations of the Tables in Group One Plays in grades four, five 
and six. 
I. In Group One the play Ups and Downs had the highest 
rating as excellent in Grades 4, 5 and 6, and the lowest rating as a 
poor play. On the other hand, it may be concluded that Kitty Hawk -
1903 was the least liked play as it had the lowest rating as excellent 
and the highest rating as a poor play in all three grades. 
2. In The King's Toothache the character parts of Ronny, 
Judy and the King were the favorite parts to be read in grades four, 
five and six undoubtedly due to the fact that these were the longest 
reading parts in this play. 
3. The fourth graders had considerable difficulty in reading 
and understanding the vocabulary in T h e King's Toothache while the 
fifth graders had more difficulty in understanding than in reading the 
vocabulary in this play. The sixth graders had slightly less diffi-
culty in thi s respect. A large percentage of fourth and fifth graders 
could not understand the difficult phrases in The King's Toothache but 
it can be concluded that this play is within the reading level of the 
sixth grade. The largest majority of the fourth, fifth and sixth • 
graders liked this play and did not think it was too long. 
4. In the play Kitty Hawk - 1903 the fourth graders gave 
Orville Wright and Wilbur Wright the highest rating as first choice 
for the character parts they would most like to read. The fifth 
graders rated Mrs. Peggle and Johnny Ward as their first choice 
while the sixth graders rated Mrs. Peggie the highest as their first 
choice. In all three grades Harry Moore was the most disliked 
character part to be read. Very little difficulty in reading and under-
standing the vocabulary in Kitty Hawk - 1903 was experienced by the 
fourth, fifth or sixth graders. More difficulty was encountered in 
understandi ng the phrases in this play by the children in these three 
grades, however, it can be concluded that this play is within the 
reading level of all three grades. The large majority of fourth and 
fifth graders liked this play and did not think it was too short. The 
sixth grafl.ers unanimously liked the play. 
In the play The Stuff of -Heroes the character part of 
Johnny Foster was rated the highest as first choice by all three 
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grades. T he fourth graders had considerable difficulty in reading 
and understanding the vocabulary in this play, whereas, the fifth and 
sixth graders had very little difficulty in this respect. All three 
grades had difficulty in understanding the phrases in this play. In-
asmuch as there are very few difficult words and phrases in 
The Stuff of Heroes it can be concluded that this play is within the 
reading level of all three grades. More than three-fourths of the 
fourth and sixth graders liked this play while the fifth graders liked 
it unanimously. More than one-half of the fourth graders thought the 
play was too short while a very small percentage of the fifth and 
sixth graders thought this play was too short. 
5. It is interesting to note that the character part of Bill 
Sims was r ated by all three grades as the part they would dislike the 
most to read in the play Ups and Downs. This could be attributed 
to the fact that this character was a thief. No character was rated 
an outstanding favorite as first choice by the fourth, fifth and sixth 
graders. The fourth graders had great difficulty in reading and 
understanding the vocabulary in this play, whereas, the fifth and 
sixth graders had more difficulty in understanding than in reading the 
vocabulary. All three grades had difficulty in understanding the 
phrases in this play. It can be concluded that Ups and Downs would 
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only be within the reading level of the sixth grade. The greatest 
majority o:f fourth, fifth and sixth graders liked this play. Almost 
one-half of the fourth and fifth graders thought Ups and Downs was 
too long while the majority of the sixth graders did not think this 
play was too long. 
The following are the conclusions reached after comparing the 
interpretations of the Tables in Group Two Plays in grades four, 
five, and six. 
Conclusions Reached after comparing the Interpretations of 
the Tables for The Plays in Group Two in Grades IV, V, and VI. 
1. Of the four plays in Group Two the fifth and sixth grades 
listed as their first preference Have A Heart. In the same set, 
Grade IV chose Have A Heart as a close second. Twenty percent 
of the fifth grade gave a rating of poor to George Inness. With this 
exception no more than 12o/o of the pupils of any grade gave a rating 
of poor to any of the four plays in the group. 
2. Of the character parts the children would most like to 
read in the play George Inness 50o/o of the children in Grade IV 
chose an artist as the role they would like to read. The outstanding 
preferences in Grades V and VI were the roles of Mr. Inness and 
Elizabeth. One-fifth of Grade VI rated An Artist as a fairly good 
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role. Of the pupils in each grade 85o/o considered all the character 
parts worthy of reading. 
3. Of the 16 words listed as difficult preoccupied exquisite 
and exhibitions are consistently hard to read for all three grades. A 
high percentage of fourth grade children could not read the words. 
The sixth grade had comparatively little difficulty in reading the 
vocabulary. The smallest percentage of children in Grade 4 selected 
this play as their first choice in the set. Inability to read the words 
was evidently a big factor in stifiling their enjoyment of the play. 
The same general pattern is repeated in their understanding of the 
words. 
4. Of the four phrases listed as difficult the truth will out 
and to be :forward presented the most difficulty in all three grades. 
In the ability to understand the four phrases there was a consistent 
lOo/o decrease in pupils from the sixth grade down to the fourth grade. 
5. Less than 5o/o of all the pupils in grades IV, V and VI 
disliked the play George Inness. Their approval of the length of it 
was almost unanimous. 
6. In grades IV, V and VI there was no overwhelming 
favorite among the character parts in the play Have A Heart. Twenty-
five percent of the children in grade V preferred the part of Chubby. 
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This was the highest percentage in any class to concentrate their 
first choice on any particular character. 
7. In the vocabulary of the play Have A Heart foreigner, 
appreciate and exclusive were consistently difficult to read in all 
three grades as were exclusive and snooted from an understanding 
point of view. 
8. Of the five phrases listed as difficult in the play Have 
A Heart more than coronets presented the greatest amount of diffi-
culty. In grade IV only 7% were able to understand the phrase, 
while in the other two grades less than SO% understood it. 
A personal affair and the slightest idea caused some trouble in the 
fourth and fifth grades. 
9. There was almost a unanimous vote in favor of Have A 
Heart in all the grades. Not more than 5% in any one grade thought 
the pia y too short. 
10. The Piper had the most appealing reading part in grades 
IV, V and VI. Katrinka and Obie were also popular parts with all 
three grades. It would appear that the length of the parts was an 
appealing factor to the children and their choices were influenced 
by this. 
11. The pupils in grade V had 10% less difficulty with the 
words, and in some cases more than 10%, than the pupils in grade 
IV. In grade VI the children had relatively little difficulty with any 
of the words listed and 66% of the sixth grades were able to under-
stand all the words in the play. In grade IV only 22o/o had no diffi-
culty at all with the words. 
12. It is evident from the tables that in all three grades 
honored colleagues presented the most difficulty. In grade IV over 
half the children could not understand 7 out of the ten phrases. With 
the exception of the phrase . by your lief and honored colleagues 
approximately 40% of the pupils in grades V and VI had no difficulty 
with any of the phrases. 
13. In all three grades about 10% of the children did not like 
the play. In grade IV 23% of the children thought the play too long. 
In grade V 13% of the children thought it too long. These reactions 
would seem to indicate that the play dragged for them. 
14. Mighty Germ in the play Piffle! It~s A Sniffle had the most 
appeal as a character part to read in all three grades. The second 
highest perc entage of the pupils listed Teacher under first choice. 
The charact er parts checked as least desirable to read were Arthur 
and Julia which are the shortest roles in the play. 
15. Of the eleven words listed as difficult to read infirm, 
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impishly, c oncernedly, and desist were consistently hard to read in 
all three grades. There was a corresponding percentage of children 
in all three grades that found the words difficult to understand. The 
words in t h is play were evidently not familiar to the children even 
in their speaking vocabulary. 
16. Of the difficult phrases listed in the play, Piffle! It's 
Only A Sniffle three of the seven phrases presented a noticeable 
amount of trouble to all three grades. These were post-natal driR 
raspy cadenza, and woo influenza. It is interesting to note that , the 
phrase ornery tick presented a slightly higher percentage of difficulty 
in grade VI than in grade V. 
17. The play, Piffle! It's OnlyASniffle, hadleastappealin 
grades IV and VI. Eight percent of the pupils in grade V did not 
like the play. 
No children in grades V or VI thought the play was too short 
and only 1 o/o of the children in grade IV indicated on their check sheet 
that the play was too short. 
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T h e following are the conclusions reached after comparing the 
interpretations of the tables in Group Three Plays in grades four, 
five, and six. 
GROUP III 
1. In each grade more than half of the children selected Not 
Fit for Man or Beast as their favorite play. This choice is more 
substantial in the higher grades. A similar pattern is found in the 
play Invasion from The Stratosphere, where the votes approximate 
one-fourth, one - third, and one-half in grades four, five and six 
respectively . 
2. The Runaway Balloon held the least appeal for the fifth 
grade, where by The Little Whittier was the least favorable to the 
sixth, and Invasion from the Stratosphere rated lowest with the fourth . 
3. All three grades rated Prince Rah, Princess Nola and 
Professor Ecks as their preference if they were to read a part. The 
Soldiers and The Radio Voice were selected by these three grades as 
the least pleasing of the character parts. In this play there appears 
to be no outstanding character part which would appeal to a large 
percentage of children. 
4 , In the fifth and sixth grades the words in Invasion from the 
Stratosphere became progressively easier, thus affecting the popularity 
of the play. However, over half of the children in each grade were 
unable to understand or read precisely, miscalculated, phenomenon, 
illiteracy, emanating, au.Xiliary and fundamental which comprise 
about half of the words presented as being difficult. 
5. Grades four, five and six all had difficulty with the phraseol -
ogy in the play Invasion from the Stratosphere. Lack of comprehension 
was suffered by over half of the pupils in all three grades in the 
following phrases; periodic observations, timely intervals, unhistorical 
developments, vary in intensity, unforseen circumstances and Aca_~my 
of Cosmic Sciences. 
6. Over ninety per-cent of the children in all three grades 
like the play Invasion from the Stratosphere. The lowest percentage 
disliking the play was nine per-cent in the fourth grade, this perhaps 
due to the difficult words and phraseology. Except in the fourth 
grade where there is a divided vote in regard to the length of the play, 
over ninety per-cent of grades five and six thought it to be of satisfactory 
length. 
7. In the play The Little Whittier Antonio Stradivari was the 
unanimous choice for all three grades in respect to the most covetable 
part to be read. The least desirable role to be read in all three grades 
was that of the Narrator . The votes for the other characters were too 
well dispersed to be of any significance. 
8. In all three grades the words, portico, finesse, apprentice 
and exaggeration, presented a nominal amount of difficulty to approxi-
mately h a lf the class. Workmanship presented the least amount of 
difficulty to all three grades. 
9 . Both phrases in The Little Whittler presented some difficulty 
to the fourth and fifth grades, while the sixth grade found them 
relatively easy. 
10. The average percentage of children who liked the play is 
eighty- seven percent and only one- fourth of them thought it was too long . 
11. In the play Not Fit for Man or Beast all three grades chose 
Little Nell as the character part they would most like to read . They 
also were unanimous in their choice of the Widder Clancy and Paw as 
the parts they would least like to read. 
12 . Over half the children in grades four, five and six had 
difficulty with the following words, vittles, totin', top-billing, 
hallucination and irony. Hallucination was the most misunderstood 
word in all three grades while mortgage appeared relatively ea>Sy for 
the three. All of the other words presented a good deal of difficulty 
to those t e sted. 
13. The two following phrases inthe play Not Fit for Man~ 
Beast were in comprehensible to over sixty percent of all three grades; 
diabolical brute and apprehend the culprit. The phrase Not f:il:idor ~ 
or beast was understood by the majority while the other phrases 
presented difficulty to no more than one-fourth of any one class. 
14. Corroborative proof is given by all three grades as to 
their liking the play. There is a good number in the fourth and fifth 
grades who felt the play was too long. This question was answered 
in the negative by ninety-three percent in the sixth grade. 
15. In The Runaway Balloon the favorite part in all three 
grades was Trixie with the Monkey rating as second in grades four 
and six. Only in grade five is the character part of the Balloon Keeper 
rated hig . The Big Bear and Dipper were the parts least desired to 
be read t h roughout the grades. 
16. In general The Runaway Balloon was not as highly 
recommended by the children as the other three plays. The greatest 
number of those who disliked it was in the fifth grade where twenty-five 
percent voted in the negative. 
The majority of the three grades thought The Runaway 
Balloon was too brief. 
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The following are conclusions reached after comparing the 
interpretations of the tables in Group Four Plays in grades four, 
five, and six. 
1. The favorite plays in Grade 4 were Caught-One Snipe and 
Many ~Slip. Much Ado About Ants was the favorite play in Grades 
5 and 6. Many~ Slip was the second choice in Grade 5, while The 
Little Cake was second choice in Grades 5 and 6. 
2. In grade four alone Mickey was the first choice of character 
parts that the children chose to read. Beanie, Jim Jackson and 
Tommy got the highest percentage of votes in all three grades. 
Raymond DeLong was the least like character in all three grades. 
3. There was a low percentage of words that the pupils 
could not read and could not understand. The one difficult word for 
the pupils to read was erasion. This would probably account for this 
play being a favorite in Grade 4. 
4. It appears that over 90o/o of the children in all three grades 
liked the play. In all grades over 85% of the children approved of 
the length of the play. 
5 . In Grades 4, 5, and 6 the character parts the children 
most desired to read were those of Maria and the Old Man. The 
Captain was the least desirable role in Grade 4 while Sonia was the 
least desirable in Grades 4, 5, and 6. 
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6. The vocabulary was difficult to read and understand in 
Grade 4, whereas in Grades 5 and 6 the vocabulary was far harder 
to understand than to read. 
7. In Grade 4 more than half of the children couldn't under-
stand the difficult phrases in the play, while less than half of the 
children in Grades 5 and 6 could not understand the difficult phrases. 
8. A large percent of all the pupils in Grades 4, 5, and 6 
liked the play. 
9. Clock is the outstanding favorite role that the children in 
all three grades would like to read. The role of Mother was least 
desired in all three grades. 
10. The vocabulary in this play was not found to be difficult 
in any of t he grades. 
11. The one difficult phrase was well within the reading level 
of all the grades. 
12. A very highpercentage of the pupils in Grades 4, 5, and 6 
liked the play. A very · small percentage thought the play was too long. 
13. Nancy Murchison was the most preferred part in Grades 
4 ,.and 6, while Dick Murchison was the favorite in Grade 5. The 
children had no desire to read the character part Chuck Lacey in 
any of the grades. 
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14. In Grades 4 and 5 many of the children could not read 
or understand the words listed as difficult, while in Grade 6 the 
children had trouble mainly in their understanding of the words. 
15. In Grades 4, 5, and 6 the children found the phrases 
difficult to understand, especially measured cadence. 
16. In Grade 4 the children liked the play fairly well, in 
Grade 5 they liked it well, and in Grade 6 they liked it very well. 
Approximately a tenth of the pupils in all three grades 
thought the play too short. 
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OBSERVATION MADE DURING THE READING OF 
THE PLAYS 
Random observations were made by teachers during the reading 
of the plays. All teachers participating in this study felt that the 
children enjoyed the play:-reading and would like to have more plays 
to read. All wanted to take part in the reading and were very serious 
in their "roles." The audiences were attentive and enjoyed seeing 
their peers as imaginary characters. 
In the choosing of the children for the character roles a 
tendency was noted for the boy group leaders to choose their favorite 
girls to read the parts. The leaders in some cases chose friends for 
the parts, though their friends did fit the roles, and were sometimes 
from the low reading groups. It was thought that the children from the 
lower groups read better in the plays than in the usual reading of 
stories. In many situations the group leaders chose the best readers 
to read the parts in the play. 
It was reported to several teachers by parents that the play 
reading activity was a topic of much conversation and interest at home. 
Several incidences of social worth were noted by teachers in 
that shy children seemed to gain self-confidence and poise in appearing 
before an audience. 
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In analyzing the data it was evident that children in the sixth 
grade showed greater discrimination in the selection of plays. In the 
fourth grades children chose many more plays to read. 
As was evidenced by both teachers and children reading of plays 
was considered'{un'! The play reading helped to motivate oral reading 
since it provided an audience situation. Teachers felt there was much 
value in this type of oral reading for the purpose of improved diction, 
group cooperation and social understanding. 
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The following are the conclusions reached after studying the 
tables related to the preliminary information on play reading . 
1 . It is significant that the choice of the following types 
of plays show the highest consistent percentage in all three 
grades in this order: exciting adventures, mystery, funny things, 
famous people, and sports. 
2. The choice of these types of plays shows the lowest 
consistent percentage in all three grades in the order of music and 
home and family. 
3. The favorite play title in all three grades was The King's 
Toothache. The fourth, fifth, and sixth g rades are still consistent 
in their choice of plays. However, it :aew ~ s,eeins that the fifth grade 
shows less enthusiasm for play reading than the fourth grade and 
that the s ixth grade shows less enthusiasm for play reading than 
the fifth g rade. This may mean that more plays should be intro-
duced sooner in the earlier grades while their interest is high. 
4. Here again there is consistency in the three grades, in 
that thre e times as many children in each grade have read plays as 
have not read them. Also, approximately the same number of 
children would like to read plays and stories equally well. 
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content would be interesting in the fourth grade only. The content of 
Invasion ! rom the Stratosphere was considered by the greater 
percentage of teachers to be fairly interesting in the fourth and fifth 
grades whereas in all sixth grades the play was estimated as being 
interestin g. 
3. The percentages indicate that most of the estimates of the 
teachers show that the greater number of plays fall into the 11just 
funny 11 category. There was no one play that was consistently 
estimated as showing dull situations. 
4. The tables indicate that in all grades teachers estimated 
that pupils characterized their roles about equally between well and 
very well. There was no significant percentage that indicated poor 
characterization of roles. The highest percentage of teachers in all 
grades estimated the roles in Have a Heart as being characterized 
very well. 
5. As is shown in tables for grade four, five and six there is 
a significant percentage .of teachers who estimated the oral expression 
in the reading of plays to be better than the oral expression in the 
usual reading. There was no significant percentage of teachers who 
estimated it to be poorer. No play was named by the greater percentage 
of teachers in more than one grade as having the expression the same 
in play reading as in the usual reading. 
~17 
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The conclusions reached as a result of a study of the pupils 1 and 
teachers • reactions to the vocabulary and content of the plays: 
Group I Plays - Grade IV 
In consideration of the teacher and pupil data it was found that 
the most suitable plays for the fourth grades were The Stuff Of Heroes 
and Kitty I:_Iawk - 1903. The King's Toothache and Ups and Downs 
appear to be too difficult for grade four. However, the content of the 
two plays was evidently more interesting. 
Group I Plays - Grade V 
The majority of teachers and children rated The Stuff Of Heroes 
and Kitty ~awk - 1903 as easy. The King's Toothache and Ups and 
Downs were rated as difficult. These two plays and The Stuff Of 
Heroes were thought interesting by teachers and pupils. 
Group I Plays - Grade VI 
In the aixth grade the majority of teachers rated the play 
The King's_ Toothache as difficult while the other three plays were 
considered easy. The children rated The King's Toothache and 
Ups and Downs as having a difficult vocabulary and the other two as easy. 
Group II Plays - Grade IV 
The Pied Piper of Hamelin was rated as difficult by all fourth 
grade teachers. The majority of teachers rated Piffle, ~Only a 
Sniffle, Have~ Heart, and George Inness as easy. Both George Inness 
II 
I 
:I I 
and The Pied Piper were considered difficult by the pupils. All plays 
in this set were thought to be interesting by the teachers. , Pupils 
thought all plays were interesting except George Inness. 
Group II Plays - Grade V 
Half the teachers rated the play ·. Piffle, It's Only a.. Sniffle as 
difficult. The majority of teachers rated George Inness as difficult. 
Children rated George Inness and Have ~Heart as easy. Less than 
the majority of children in the fifth grades thought any of the plays 
difficult. 
The majority of teachers thought all plays interesting while 
the majority of children rated Have a Heart as interesting while 
less than half the teachers rated the other plays as interesting. 
Group II Plays - Grade VI 
All plays were rated as having easy vocabularies by teachers 
and pupils with the exception of The Pied Piper of Hamelin which 
Jj was rated as having a difficult vocabulary by the teachers. 
' 
Group III Plays - Grade IV 
In this group of plays The Runaway Balloon was estimated 
as having an easy vocabulary by teachers and pupils. Invasion from 
the Stratosphere and The Little Whittler were considered difficult 
by both teachers and pupils. Invasion from the Stratosphere and 
The Little Whittler were not rated as interesting for fourth grade children. 
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Group III Plays - Grade V 
Invasion from the Stratosphere was rated as being difficult by 
fifth grade children. The Runaway Balloon was thought very easy 
by teachers and pupils. Not Fit for Man or Beast and Invasion from the 
Stratosphere were rated as the most interesting plays by teachers and 
pupils. 
Group III Plays - Grade VI 
Invasion from the Stratosphere was represented as being 
---- . 
difficult by teachers and pupils. All others were rated as easy or 
very easy. All plays were rated as interesting by teachers and pupils. 
Group IV Plays - Grade IV 
Muc h Ado about Ants and The Little Cake were estimated to 
have difficult vocabularies by teachers and pupils. Much Ado about 
!! Ants was rated as uninteresting by teachers and pupils. The Little 
Cake was rated as uninteresting by pupils. 
Group IV Plays - Grade V 
All plays were rated by the pupils as having difficult vocabu-
laries except Many ~Slip. The Little Cake was rated as being 
difficult by the pupils but easy by the fifth grade teachers. All plays 
were rated as interesting by teachers and pupils. 
I 
il 
Group IV Plays - Grade VI 
The vocabulary in each play was thought to be easy by all 
teachers. The only play that presented any difficulty as to vocabulary 
was Much Ado about Ants. All plays in this group were thou,ght to be 
interesting by teachers and pupils. The plays best liked by the 
pupils were the plays Much Ado about Ants and The Little Cake. 
lj 
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CHAPTER VI 
SUGGESTIONS FOR FURTHER STUDY 
1. A study in which an analysis is made of the pupils 1 reaction to 
the play for those who participate in the reading of the plays 
apart from those who listen to the plays being read. 
2. Similar studies to be based on the reading of many plays over 
a period of a year. 
3. A study in which there is systematic reading instruction before 
the reading of the plays. 
4. An intensive research of available plays using a complete graded 
vocabulary list to determine reading level of plays. 
5. A study to determine the social value of play reading. 
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KITTY HAWK"\"~ 1903 
A page to help the children read their parts well 
CHARACTERS: 
Harry Moore : 
Johnny Ward 
Daniels 
Mrs. Peggle 
i_. 
is a rather stupid newspaperman~ He is a reporter 
who acts very bored. He is not good at deciding what 
might be a good story. 
is a ten year ·old boy from Kitty Hawk. He acts 
excited and friendly. He has faith in Wilbur and 
Orville Wr-ight. 
is a yatinng man from Kill Devil Hill Life Saving 
Station. He is bright and is interested in the Wright 
brothers experiment. He is friendly with the Wright 
brothers and Johnny Ward. 
is a woman in charge of the Kitty Hawk post 
office. Sbe is not a friendly person and gets angry 
easily. When she speaks she sounds disgusted and araby. 
Orvill-e Wright' are .. two yormg men who are brothers. They are 
and 
Wilbur Wright friendly, br~t, and hard workers. 
1 
KITTY HAWK - 1903 
JOHNNY: ~t I tell you, Miz Peggle, they're buildi ng a flying 
machine with a motor this-
MRS. PEGGLE: Now what nonsense. For the past two years those Wright 
boys have been doing nothing but fooling around Kitty 
Hawk- And I'm told their father is a minister too -
(Bang of door and heavy footsteps.) 
NEWSPAPERMAN: Good morning - This is the post office? 
MRS. PEGGLE : (Stiffly): It is- and I 1m the postmistress- mail 
ain 1 t in yet -
NEWSPAPERMAN: Train's late as usual. Well, my name is Harry Moore. 
I 1m a newspaperman covering this southern coastline -just kinda scouting around for a good scoop. 
JOHNNY: Gee Mister - I know -
MRS. PEGGLE: I suppose you've made this one Qf..., your forwarding 
addresses 1 eh7 Well there a1n 1 t no mail for you yet . 
But I'll be a-saving it for you. Your name is Moore? 
NEWSPAPERMAN: That's right- Harry Moore- I 1 11 stop by in a day or 
two. I'm off for a trip down the coast - This section 
is deader than a -
JOHNNY: Say m1~te~ ~ - I know where you can get a swell story -
MRS. PEnGLE: 
NEWSPAPERMAN 
' 
Poppycock! It 1 s only those airbirds, mister. Don't 
pay any -
(haughing): Well now, a scoop's a scoop. What's the 
story son? 
JOHNNY (Excited): Wilbur and OrVille Wright are building a 
real power airship over on the Kitty Hawk sand hills. 
They • re ~ .:..gonn_a try i't:' out. temorrow tf_ -there ,.• s enough 
· wind . - .-
NEWSPAPERMAN (Laughs . scornfully): Is that all? Another couple of 
crack pots trying to be birdies, eh? Thanks kid, ,bat 
the newspapers have had enough o~ that hokum - Old 
Langley's Aerodrome flop into the Potomac finished the 
airship in this country. 
MRS. PEGGLE: Imagine tryilng to fly anything in a December wind -
· JOHNNY: But, Mister- they've been making gliders that went up 
in the air swell - for three years - ,_ 
NEWSPAPERMAN: For the luva mike'? Don•t tell me anyone is crazy 
MRS. PEGGLE : 
enough to spend three years in this God forsaken world 1 s 
end -
(Angry): I'll thank you to watch what you say about our 
village. , 
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NEWSPAPERMAN: 
MRS o PEGG LE : 
JOHNNY: 
NEWSPAPERMAN: 
MRSo PEGGLE: 
JOHNNY: 
MRS . PEGGLE: 
SOUND: 
MRS. PEGGLE: 
.JOHNNY: 
SOUND: 
WILBUR: 
.JOHNNY: 
ORV: 
JOHNNY: 
WILBUR: 
WIL:: 
SOUND: 
JOHNNY: 
No offense, Madam - I was referring only to that Kitty 
Hawk seation -
Besides, the Wright boys don'~ live here. They're from 
Dayton Ohio - have a ' bicycle shop - who runs it though 
is more than I know$ 
It was the Government who said Ki tt.y Hawk had the best 
winds: for flying<> If you want to · go out, my Pop's 
launch is anahored -
No, thank you, Johnny. I've got better things to do. 
And you Johnny should be doing something better than -
(Exasperated}: But even the crew from th.e -Kill Devil Rill 
Life Saving Station '.are helping, Wil- and · Orv -
NATURALLY, they have nothing better to do. 
Determined footsteps aad opening of door. 
Where are you going, Johnny? The mail's . not~ 
(With injured dignity}: I'M going back to Kitty Hawk • 
Wil and Orv promised I could stay all night and help 
for tomorrow -You'll be sorry, Mr Newspaperman 'cause 
th.is is gonna be a humdinger of a story - You 9 ll see -
Door bangs, shutt.ing laughter of newspaperman and 
exclamation of "For g:oodness' sa:keso '" from ME.S. PEGGLIL 
Sounds of hammering, sawing fading into WILBUBtS voice .. 
( Chuakling l: So the newspaperman. doesn t-t , think much of 
us, eh Johnny? 
(Embarras.sed 1: Oh gosh - I -
That 9 s aU right:, Johnny~ We dontt care about the • 
newspapers - Had no intention of letting them know 
anyway -
But did't you invite all the folks aro.und here like 
you said? 
(Chuckling}: Yept And five turned up~ The Kill 
Devil Hill boys and you -
H.ere comes .Danie,l.s! 
Wal, boys, your tra:eks all set - fer us to aarry- your 
airship up th.e hill? 
Yep, let's go -
Heavy breathing- scraping of metal and ad .. lib directions 
such ~. 'r:$asy boys - Watah _lli proeellers - Don't B.!:.!J2. · · 
that wing - Look out fo:r the r~nners - Q.Q..!!..:_t let the wind 
rip her. n · 
Gos~h ·- those tracks on t .he hill look like a tobaggan 
slide I saw once -
' 
' 3 
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ORV: 
WIL: 
DANIELS; 
JOHNNY: 
Well, Johnny, the incline of the hill, the thrust of the 
propellers and the wind directly ahead of the plane will 
get her in to the air. 
But we may have difficlty keeping the machine balanced on 
that .track before she takes the air -
Wal, now- can't the one of you not flying help by running 
along side a-holding it level as long as it's on the ground1 
A good idea. 
Hey- which one's going to fly her? 
WIL (Puzzled): Gee whiz- I don't knqw-
ORV: I got it, Wilt Let's flip a coin. 
WIL: Good idea, Orv. 
DANIELS: Use my coin, boys, Give me something to remember this day-
WIL: What 111 it be, Orv? 
-
ORV: Heads I win - tails you win -
SOUND: Coin jingling Q£ table. 
JOHNNY (Excited): It 1 s tailst You ride first Wilbur. 
ORV: He's right, Wil. Crawl up there now- and fly, boy, fly-
SOUND: Motor clattering and roarinf and ~ rushing sound accompanied 
l?z cheers of 11 It 1 s off_- At a boy Wil. 11 
ORV (Panting): She's liftingt (Faint cheer.) 
DANIELS: She's nosing- (Motor stops.) 
QB! (Frantic): She'sstalled. 
JOHNNY: She's sweeping down the hillside-
.SOUND: Crash and cries of 11 She 1 s grounde~d- she's smashed~" 
ORV (Worried): Will- you all right? 
WIL (Panting): Yep- but the machine ain 1 t, Orv. 
DANIELS: Buck up, Wil. She ain't bad damaged. 
ORV (Excited)? And she flew, Will She actually flew for three 
and a half seconds. 
JOHNNY: One of her skids is broke and some of the frame work is 
twisted, but, gee whiz, we can fix that up in no time. 
5 
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ORV: Besides, Wil, it proves that our idea for getting the plane 
i n the air works. I 1m pleased, Wil ·. 
WIL: O.K., Orv. And n0w let's get her repaired right now. 
ORV: 
JOHNNY: 
WIL 
JOHNNY 
WIL: 
SOUND: 
Come on, Daniels - get the cr~w to help us get her back in 
the shed. 
How soon can the airship be ready for another flight. 
(Firmly): Let• s see - this is the fourteenth - Oh - in about 
two or three days at the most. 
(Admiring): Gee, Wil- it looks like you'll really fly a 
motor airship in 1903 after all. Just like Orv said you 
would -
You bet we will~ Come on, Johnny, get those shed doors open. 
We've got work to do -
Hammers and sawing fading into ORV 1 s voice. 
ORV: Well there she is, WilL As good as new and raring to fly -
SOUND: 
WIL 
Wind and opening of door - closing of door and shutting out of 
wind, except for oaaa:sional blast through the shed. 
(Coming into mike): Johnny just brought over a letter from 
Dad. He's (Chuckling) enclosed a dollar so we can wire him 
when she flies. 
ORV: Well, now- that• s like him. Anything from Sis? 
WIL: Why, yes- here it is- a note backed on to Dad 1 s. 
ORV: What's she say? 
WIL: Nothing much except she knows we're going to do it this time 
and (Pause and a chuckle) darn if she ·· doesn 1 t wish she could 
be here to try it herself. 
ORV: Katherine• s some girll Gosh, Wil - our plane• s just got to 
fly today. If only that blasted wind would tame downt 
WIL: We can't wait longer, Orv- it's almost ten now. Wind or no 
wind, we better get the machine out and have a try at it. 
I 1 ve sent Johnny to signal the Kill Devil crew -
ORV: Wait •til I get my heavy jacket, Gosh, but it 1 s cold today-
brr -
SOUND.:. Rush of wind ~ door opens and closes for Wright boys to _gQ, 
outside. Wind continues throughout following soene, ~ometimes 
high, other times low. 
. ' ' 
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JOHNNY (Shouting): The crews a-coming over- right away-
WIL: Good work, Johnny. .Suppose you prop those shed doors open 
so they don 1 t bank on the. plane. 
ORV: Say, Wil, we can face the machine directly into the wind and 
there ought to be no trouble in getting it to rise -
WIL: It'll be hard to fly in ~o strong a breeze; 
ORV: But, look, Wil, because of the wind the flyer's speed With 
relation to the ground will be low - and the landing 
velocity will be slow enough to make that part of it extra 
safe-
DANIELS: Hello there\ 
JOHNNY: The crew's here. Hello, Mr. Daniels. 
DANIELS: Hi, Johnny, you on hand again. 
JOHNNY: Sure thing. I know Orv and Wil's a-going to fly her today. 
I can feel it in my bones. 
DANIELS: You and Brinkley too. He brought his camera along to snap 
a picture of the flight. 
WIL: Where are you going to fly her from t ·oday? 
ORV: How about that level spot yonder, Daniels? About a hundred 
feet toward the north -
DANIELS (Shouting): This way, men. .Get the tracks out of the shed 
and follow me. 
6 
JOHNNY (Apologetic): I told everybody about today 1 s flight, but I 
guess it was too cold for them to come - even that newspaper-
man. 
WIL: 
ORV: 
JOHNNY: 
DANIELS 
That's all right, Johnny- our friends are here. 
You ~ and the Kill Devil Crew r. -
Well - geet 
(Calling): We're ready to carry out the plane. 
WIL: We 1 re ready -
ORV: Good workl It's only ten-thirty and we 1 re all set. 
WIL: 
ORV: 
SOUND.: 
Well - Orv, i t• s your turn this time. 
If I don't freeze to death, I'll fly her, Wil-
Motor ~mingles with ~wind. 
Kitty Hawk - 1903 
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~IL: All set, Orv? 
ORV: All set, Wil - release the wire. 
SOUND: Rush of motor and ~ .!! plane _ takes off. 
JOHNNY (Excited): Gosh, the wind's too strong for it - she's 
moving slow. 
DANIELS: Look at Wil - running alongside .. holding her steady -
WIL (Panting): She's lifting - snap that picture, Brinkley -
snap it now • 
. DANIELS: Man ali ve·l She's climbing·l 
JOHNNY: She's up and down like a jumping jack1 Look at her go-! 
WIL: She's coming downS (Cries from men.) 
DANIELS: She's landed on the sand. 
WIL (Running and panting: Orv, you did i t ·l She was in the air 
twelve seconds. 
JOHNNY: 
DANIELS: 
ORV; 
JOHNNY 
WIL: 
DANIELS: 
WIL: 
-
Oh, I knew it would happen. 
I wouldn't a-believed it if I hadn 1 t seen it with me own 
eyes. An airship lifting itself from the ground and sailing 
through the air -
Wil and I are go~ng to make some more trial flights, but I 
wish one of you boys could run over to the post office for us . 
(Excitedly): I 1 m headed for there right now -
Here's a dollar, Johnny. Send a telegram to Bishop Mil ton 
Wright, Dayton, Ohio. Tell Dad we flew for twelve seconds 
and we 1re going to keep working to make it twelve hours. 
He sent the dollar for the telegram. He's getting to be kinda 
impatient - he can't wait for letters anymore. 
And I'm going back to the station and help Brinkley develop 
that picture he took. Hope it turns out. 
Gosh- it looks live everyone's deserting us. 
DANIELS: But not for long, Wil. .The boys have gone to spread the news. 
Pretty soon you'll have rubbernecks galore -
JOHNNY (Voice receding}: And newspapermen too- Just wait •til I see 
a certain Mr. Moore that hangs around M1 z Peggly• s post 
office. Won't he kick himself. 
(Laughing): Come on, Wil, let '·em have their fun - we have 
work to do. 
.. . 
Kitty Hawk- 1903 
- 7 -
WIL: 
SOUND: 
You bet~ , Ey next year, Orv, we ought to figure out enough 
improvements to keep this old ship up in the air for at 
least (Voice fades) 
And there's the speed to be checked and (Voice fades.) 
Hammers and saws blending in with first few bars of some 
music suggesting breadth and sweep of space. 
THE END 
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NOTES TO TEACHERS 
Before any plays are read, have the children fill out the 
preliminary preference sheet. 
The plays have been divided into two groups of two each. 
There are different procedures to be followed for each group. For the 
purposes of the surv§" i 't is important that directions be followed 
implicitly. 
Group I 
The first two plays, in order of presentation, are: 
1. Assign the roles. Select a pupil to be the narrator. 
His task will be to read any necessary stage directions or to explain 
action where necessary to the continuity. The narrator my be either 
a girl or a boy. 
2. Distribute the scripts and allow enough time for silent 
reading of the whole play by each of the children. 
3· Have the play read aloud as a reading exercise. Give 
suggestions for expression and characterizations and, of course, help 
with any dif'ficul t vocabulary. Instruct in the techniques of play 
reading. Your assistance at this stage will set the pattern for the 
independent work with the subsequent group of' plays. 
4-. Later in the day, possibly at story time, allow the 
cast to present the play in an audience situation to the class as a 
whole. 
5· Immediately after each play presentation to the class 
as a whole, please distribute the children's check sheets for the 
particular play. The information which these check sheets will contain 
1 s the essence of this survey. Pleased· assist the- children iii ·anywaywhich· 
will assure an accura~e report of the likes, dislikes, and preferences 
of each child in regard to each play. Try not to influence his report 
or allow other children to do so. 
Group II 
The next two plays, in order of presentation, are: 
1. Assign one child as a chairman whose responsibility it 
is to organize the play activity for the next day. 
2. Allow the child an opportunity to read the play. 
3. Permit the child to assign roles to his classmates • 
. 4. Permit the child and his group time to pre-read the 
play together. 
5· Copault with the child as to the time when he and his 
classmates may present the play to the class in an 
audience situation. 
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6. Immediately after each play presentation to the class 
as a whole please distribute the children's check sheets for the 
particular play. Assist the children where necessary in order to insure 
an accurate report. Important! 
Final Preference Sheets 
The final ·preference sheet is to be used after the fourth 
play has been read. It contains a brief resume of the story of each play 
for purposes of identification. Please read it aloud with the 
children. On this sheet the children are asked to mark their pre-
ferences. As with the check sheets foll~wing each play, please 
assist the children in any way that Will assure an accurate report 
of their preferences and of the play or plays which they dislike. 
Try not to influence their reports or allow other children to do so. 
Teacher's Check Sheet 
The teacher's check sheet should be filled out after the 
plays have been read. 
Allowing for two plays per week, the survey should be 
finished by The check sheets and preference sheets 
will be picked up not later than 
Our sincere t~anks to you and your class for your parti-
cipation in this survey. Your interest, cooperation, suggestions, and 
criticisms are ·welcomed .and_ appreciated· • • · 
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Teacher's Check List 
Check one. 
1. Did the children find the vocabulary: 
difficult, 
easy, 
very easy? 
First 
Play 
Second 
Play 
Third 
Play 
2. Did the children seem to find the content of the play: 
interesting, 
fairly interesting, 
uninteresting, · 
or did they dislike it? 
Fourth 
Play 
3· Did the children find any humorous situations? If so, were they: 
hilariously funny, 
just funny, 
dull? 
4. In general, did the children characterize their roles: 
very well, 
well, 
poorly'l 
i :f 
5· Comparing the reading of plays w1 th the usual reading in story form, 
was the oral expression: 
better, 
same, 
poorer? 
-PRELIMINARY PREFERENCE SHEET 
Name Boy Girl Date 
1. Have you ever read a play? Yes No 
2. Which would you rather do, read a story? 
read a play? 
3· Which would you rather do, have the play read to you? 
read a part in a play? 
4. Check the kind of plays you think you would like. 
Plays about 
---
Funny things 
Home and family 
Make believe 
Exciting adventures 
Famous people 
Far away places 
Science 
Music 
Mystery 
Sports 
5· Below is a list of several plays. Place a check beside each one 
you think it would be fun to read. 
Kitty Hawk--1903 
Many a Slip 
The Little Cake 
The Stuff of Heroes 
The Little Whit tler 
---The King's Toothache 
The Pied Piper of Hamelin 
Not Fit for Man or Beast ---
Have a Heart 
Ups and Downs 
Caught--One Snipe 
The Runaway Balloon 
Piffle, It's Only a Sniffle 
George Inness 
· Much Ado about Ants 
Invasion from the Stratosphere 
Final Preference Sheet 
Name Boy Girl ___ Date 
1. Do you like to read plays? Yes ___ No __ _ 
2. Would you like to read more plays? Yes ___ No 
3. Did you enjoy · listening to the plays that were read to you in 
class? Yes No 
4. On the lines below, you will find short descriptions of the four 
plays you have read. We want to know how you feel about these 
playa. In the space provided, will you rate the plays. 
Put an E beside the play you liked very much. 
Put a G beside the play you thought was good. 
Put an F beside the play you liked only fai.rly · Vlell. 
Put a P beside the play you did not like at all. 
Remember, mark each play so we will know how you feel about it. 
They could be all marked the same or they might all be different. 
It depends on how you feel. 
The King's Toothache is a play about a king who can't get any 
one to cure his toothache until a boy and girl from America 
come and help him out. 
Kitty Hawk- !2Q1 is the play that tells the true story of 
Wilbur and Orville Wright's first successful flight in the 
airplane which they invented. 
The Stuff of Heroes is the play about the nine year old boy, 
Johnnie Foster, who felt he was a coward because he was 
frightened while saving a friend from drowning. 
~and Downs is a play that tells about a man who can't solve 
a crime until he gets"help from a famous old detective. 
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Final Preference Sheet 
Name Boy Girl Date 
-------
lo Do you like to read plays' Ye~ No 
2. Would you like to read more plays' Yes No 
3· 
4. 
Did you enjoy listening to the plays that were read to you in . 
class! Yes No 
On the lines below, you will find short descriptions of the four 
plays you have read. We want to know how you felt about these 
plays. In the space provided, will you rate the plays. 
Put an E beside the play you liked very much. 
Put a G beside the play you thought was good. 
Put an F beside the play you liked fairly well. 
Put a P beside the play you did not like at all. 
Remember, mark- each play so we will know how you feel about it. 
They could be all marked the same, or they might all be different. 
It depends on how you feel. 
George Inness is the play that tells the stor,r of how America's 
first great landscape artist got his start. 
Have ~ Heart is the story about a group of boys and glrls who 
learned. through planning a Valentine Party that they should 
"have a heart" in accepting foreigh children such as Tona. 
_____ The Pied Piper of Hamelin is a make-believe story about a Piper 
who drives all the rats out of town by playing his magic pipe. 
_____ Piffle! It's Only A Sniffle! is a rhyming play about a joint 
attack by Father, Teacher, Doctor, and Sun on Mighty Germ. and 
their victory over him. 
Final Preference Sheet 
Boy __ _ Girl ___ Date----------
1. Do you like to read plays? Yes No ____ _ 
2o Would you l ike to read more plays? Yes No 
---
3· Did you enjoy listening to the plays that were read to you in 
class? Yes No 
4. On the lines below, you will find short descriptions of the four 
plays you have read. We want to know how you feel about these 
plays. In the space provided, will you rate the plays. 
Put an E beside the play you liked very much. 
Put a G beside the play you thought was good. 
Put an F .beside the play you liked fairly well. 
Put a P beside the play you did not like at all. 
Remember, ~ark each play so we will know how you feel about it. 
They could be all marked the same or they might all be different. 
It depends on how you feel. 
Invasion fiom the·Stl'a·tosphere-. is · the play about people from 
another planet"""W!i'o come in a space ship to conquer earth, b~ 
at the last minute decide to go to Mars. 
____ The Little Whi ttler is the story about young Antonio Stradivari 
who went to work for a great violin maker. 
Not Fit for Man or Beast, which is much like an old-fashioned 
movie;-tells-o7 a-bank-robbing villain who holds the mortgage 
to poor Nellgs home and how Handsome Hal and long lost Paw come 
to the rescue. 
~-- The Runaway Balloon is the story of a lost balloon and the 
adventures of a little girl and a monkey who visit the moon to 
find it. 
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Final Preference Sheet 
Boy __ _ Girl Date 
---
-----------------
1. Do you li~e to read plays? Yes No __ _ 
2. Would you like to read more plays? Yes No __ _ 
3· Did you enjoy listening to the plays that were read to you in 
class? Yes · No 
4. On the lines below, you will find short descriptions of the four 
plays you have read. We want to know how you feel about these 
plays. In the space provided, will you rate the plays. 
Put an E beside the play you liked very much. 
Put a G beside the play you thought was good. 
Put an F beside the play you liked only fairly well. 
Put a P beside the play you did not like at all. 
Remember, mark each play so we will know how you feel about it. 
They could be all marked the same or they might all be different. 
It depends on how you feel. 
Caught--One Snipe is the play about the group of boys who were 
having a snipe hunt when they met a forest ranger and helped 
locate a missing boy. 
The Little \Cake is the story of Maria, who was the only one to 
----- show kindness to a beggar in a town of long ago. 
Many a Slip is an amusing story of how a boy and girl fooled 
----- Rug, Scissors, Iodine, Roller Skate, and Light Cord. 
Much Ado About Ants is the humorous play abqut the Murchison 
----- family who fall into all sorts of difficulty because they think 
their house is being eaten away by termites. 
Name 
lo 
2. 
3o 
4. 
KITTY HAW >-: ~ 1202 
Boy Girl Date 
:Did you like the play? Check one., Yes No 
Did you think this play was too short? Check oneo Yes No 
If you were going to read this play again whi ch part would you 
like to read? All the characters are listed belowo 
Write 1 beside the part you would like to read very much. 
Write 2 beside the part you would like to read fairl;y well. 
Write 3 beside the part you would not like to read at all. 
_Harry Moore Mrs o . Peggle 
Johnny Ward Orville Wright 
Daniels Wilbur Wright 
Below is a list of some of the difficult wo.rds in the play. 
Put a circle around each word that you cannot read. 
Put a line under each word that you can read but do not under-
stando 
jaunt 
postmistress 
thrust 
scoop 
poppycock 
incline 
velocity 
yonder 
skids 
5. Below is a list of some of the difficult phrases in the play. 
Put a circle around each phrase that you cannot read. 
Put a line under each phrase that you can read but do not under-
stand. 
takes to the air 
God-forsaken. world ' .s end 
scouting around 
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MANY A SLIP 
Name ______________________________ ~_ Girl _______ Boy _____ _ Date 
-----------
1. Did you like the play? Yes 
---
No. ____ _ 
2. Did you think the play was too long? Yes _____ _ No. _____ _ 
3. If you we~8 going td read this play again which part would you like 
to read? 
Below are list ed the characters. 
Write 1 beside the part you would like to read very much. 
Write 2 beside the part you would like to read pretty well. 
Write 3 beside the part you would lik-e to read not at all. 
Cloek Light Cord 
Rug Mother 
Sci ~3sors Aggie 
Iodine Dave 
Roll er Skate 
4. Below are some of the difficult words in the play. Put a circle 
around each word you cannot read. Draw a line under any word which 
you can read but cannot understand. 
daub notion 
5. Look at the phrase below. Draw a line under it if you d.o not under-
stand it. 
see the light. 
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THE LITTLE CAKE 
Name Girl Boy Date 
------------------------------ ~----- -------- -----------
1. Did you like the play? Yes ______ No~----
No • Did you think that the play was too long? Yes ______ _ 
----
3 . If you were going to read the play again which part would you like to 
read? All the characters are listed below. Write the number 1. beside 
the part that you would like best to read. Write the number 2. beside 
the pa rt that you would like to read fair l y well. Write the number 3. 
beside the part that you would not want to read at all. 
Sonia Second Girl 
--- ----
Maria --~ Third Girl 
------
Old Man 
-----
____ The Captain 
Natalia 
-----
_____ Other Girls 
4. Below is a list of some of the difficult words in the play. Put a 
circle around words that you cannot read. Underline words that you 
can rea d but do not understand. 
a lms morsel 
a ssembled proclamation 
blight scourge 
c ompassion vanity 
humility .vermin 
5. Look at the phrases listed below. Underline any phrase which you do 
not understand. 
can ill a fford 
blight of the begger's curse 
hawk-like 
reap the benefit 
sent him packing 
shrink back 
unto the least of these 
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THE STUFF OF HEROES 
Name ________________________ __ 
Boy ------------ ~irl _________ Date ________ __ 
1. Did you l i ke the play? Check one. Yes No 
2. Did you think this play was too short? Check one. Yes No 
3· 
4. 
• 
5· 
----
If you were going to read this play again which part would you 
like to read 'I All the characters are listed below. 
Write 1 beside the part you would like to read very much. 
Write 2 beside the part you would like to read fairly well. 
Write 3 beside the part you would not like to read at all. 
Johnny Foster Ralph 
M.r. Foster Lucy 
Billy 
Below is a list of some of the difficult words in the play. 
Put a circle around each word that you cannot read. 
Put a line under each word that you can read but do not understand. 
petrified 
publicity 
likeness 
dramatic 
Below is a list of some of the difficult phrases in the play. 
.Put a circle around each phrase that you cannot read. 
Put a line under each phrase that you can read but do not understand. 
obviously distresses 
every-day tasks 
honest pride 
the deed itself 
THE LITTLE WHITTLER 
Name ____________________________ Boy ________ _ Girl Date 
------- --------
1. Did you like the play? Yes No 
--- ----
2. Did you think that the play was too short? Yes No 
-----
3. If you were going to read the play again which part would you like 
to read? All the characters are listed below. Write the number lo 
beside the part that you would like best to read. Write the number 
beside the part that you would like to read fairly well. Write the 
number 3. beside the part that you would not want to read at all. 
Antonio Stradivari Theresa 
---- ----
Giulio 
---
____ .Nicholas Amati 
Salvator 
---
Narrator ---~ 
Angelina 
---
4. Below is a list of some of the difficult words in the play. Put a 
circle around words that you cannot read. Underline words that you 
can read but do not understand. 
Portico 
finesse 
apprentice 
exaggeration 
workmanship 
melodiously 
5. Look at the phrases listed below. Underline any phrase which you 
do not understand. 
fashion a violin 
stand some food 
20 
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THE KING'S TOOTHACHE 
Name Boy Girl Date 
-------------------
1, Did you like the playt Yes 
2, Did the think the play was too longt Yes 
No 
No 
If you were going to read the play again which character would 
you like to read? Below is a list of all the characters. 
Write No. 1 beside each one that you would like very much to read. 
Write No. 2 beside each one that you would like fairly well to 
read, 
Write No. 3 beside each one that you wouldn't want to read. 
Ronny __ _ 
Judy __ _ 
King 
Chani.J,c-el=-1=--or 
Three Atte-n~da_n_t~s 
---
Strong Man __ _ 
Magician. __ _ 
Wise Man 
Royal Ba~k-e_r_ 
Three Helpe-r~s--
4-. Below is a list of some of the d1 fficul't words in this play. Put 
a circle around each word you can not read. Draw a line under each 
word you can read but do not understand. -
renowned 
devotion 
amusement 
procla1.m1ng 
populace 
'especially 
suggestion 
as so cia ting 
practically 
Zounds 
immediately 
deluged 
omen 
thoroughly 
created 
circulated 
occurred 
wedged 
5· Look at all the phrases listed below. Underline any phrase you do 
not understand. 
lower first bicuspid 
lateral incisor 
a question of exercise 
obvious solution -
a matter of principl& 
pearls of wisdom 
on good authority 
definitely too civilized 
as civilization went up-hill 
mos~ logiaal conclusion 
our toothsome morsels 
on pain of imprisonment 
benefit of our experience 
guarantee a cure 
Name 
1. 
2. 
The Pied Piper of Hamelin 
Boy Girl Date 
Did you like the play? Yes No 
Did you :think that the play was too long? Yes No 
If you were going to read the play again what part would you like 
to read? All the characters are listed below. Write the number 1 
beside the part that you would like best to read. Write the number 
2 beside the part that you would like to read fairly well. Write 
the number 3 beside any part that you would not like to read at all. 
The Piper __ _ 
Obie __ _ 
Alderman StempernickeJ,. ___ _ 
Alderman Bumperkopf 
---
The Mayor __ _ 
Katrinka 
----
Women of the Town 
~--
4. Below is a list of some of the difficult words in the play. Put a 
circle around words that you cannot ~ead. Underline words that you 
can read but do not understand. 
accost 
conferring 
crotchety 
exiled 
gait 
haggle 
impudence 
jargon 
munch 
obstructing 
penance 
ridiculous 
transcient 
soar 
vagrancy 
wrangling 
5. Look at the phrases listed below. Underline any phrase which you do 
not understand. 
a poor sinner 
by your lief 
chari table heart 
civic duty 
float a bond issue 
grate on my ear 
honored colleagues 
ill-fame 
pesky rats 
take wing 
NOT FIT FOR MAN OR BEAST 
Name __________________________ ~Boy ____ Girl ____ Date ____ ~-------
1. Did you like the play? Yes No __ ~-
2. Did you think the play was too long? Yes No_. __ __ 
3. If you were going to read the play again which part would you 
to rea d? All the cha.racters are listed. below. 
Write 1 beside the parts 
Write 2 beside the parts 
Write 3 beside the parts 
L.i ttle Nell 
---
Maw 
-----
_____ Guy Forsythe 
you 
you 
you 
would like to read very much. 
would like to read , -:Fairly well. 
wouldn't like to read at allo 
____ The Widder Clancy 
----~Handsome Hal Herbert 
Paw ----~ 
____ Baby Faa e 
4. Below is a list of some of the difficult words of the story. 
Put a circle around each word you cannot understand. 
Draw a line under each word which you could read but could _not 
understand. 
vittles handlebars 
mortgage top-billing 
withdrawl hallucination 
totin' ruination 
mutin~ irony 
revenge riled 
5. Look at the phrases listed below. Underline any phrase which 
you did not understand. 
diabolical brute sticks of kindling 
snake in the grass apprehend the culprit 
not- fit for man or beast 
like 
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HAVE A HEART 
Name ______________________ __ Boy _____ Girl ____ _ Date------------
1. Did you like the play? Yes No 
2. Did you think the play was too short? Yes No 
---
If you were going to read the play again, which part would you 
like to read? All the characters are listed below: -
Write 1 beside the part you would like to read very mucb. 
Write 2 beside the part you would like to read fairly well. 
Write 3 beside the part you wouldn't like to read at all. 
Helen Bert 
--- ----
·MarJorie __ _ Frank 
---
Sue 
---
Chubby ___ _ 
Tone __ _ 
4. Below is a list of some of the difficult words from this play. Put 
a circle around each word which you cannot read. Draw a line under 
each word which you can read but do not understand. 
foreigner 
appreciate 
queer 
exclusive 
fortune 
snooted 
5. Look at the phrases listed below• Underline any phrase which you 
did not understand. 
make the party 
the slightest idea 
a personal affair 
kind hearts 
more than coronets 
UPS AND DOWNS 
Name Boy ___ Girl Date 
1. Did you like the play? .Yes No 
---
2. Did you think the play was too long? Yes No 
If you were going to read the play again which character would 
you like to read? Below is a list of all the characters. 
Write No. 1 beside each one that you would like very much to read. 
Write No. 2 beside each one that you would like fairly well to 
read. 
Write No. 3 beside each one that you wouldn't want to read. 
O'Leary __ _ 
Jimmie 
Sally Maxon 
Tina ----
Doctor-=M-ax-·o-n ____ _ Bill Sims 
-----
4. Below is a list of some of the difficult words in this play. 
Put a circle around each word you can not read. Draw a line 
under each word you can read but do not understand. 
ascent 
shadowed 
fantastic 
retirement 
dejectedly 
stimulating 
inexplicable 
routine 
considerably 
precisely 
intercept 
testimony 
infirm 
auditor 
hearsay 
5. Look at all the phrases listed below. Underline any phrase you 
do not understand. 
wander lust 
grand larceny 
blocks of stocks 
mystery addict 
search warrant 
biding his time 
high sign 
split second timing 
Sherlock Holme's stuff 
tampered with mechanism 
time for fast stuff 
aptly put 
give us the slip 
elevator shaft 
far fetched 
lives fast 
keenly alerted to danger 
brilliant and enterprising 
itchy fingers 
disappear into thin air 
I won'· t buy that 
see the light 
CAUGHT 7 ONE SNIPE 
Name __________________________ ~_ ,Boy ______ _ Girl Date 
------- ----------
1. Did you like the . play'? Yes _______ No _____ _ 
2G Did you think the play was too short? Yes No 
------ -------
3. If you were going to read this play again which part would you choose 
to read? Al l the characters are listed below. Write "1" beside the 
part you would like to read very much. Write "2'' beside the part you 
would like to read fairly well. Write "3" beside the part you would 
not like to read at all. 
Peter 
---Mickey 
Beanie 
Raymond De Long 
Tommy 
Billy 
Jim Jackson 
4. Below is a list of some of the difficult words you have read in the 
Play. Put a circle around each word you cannot read. Draw a line 
under ea ch word you can read but do not understand 
erosion 
investigate 
snipe 
smoulder 
THE RUNAWAY BALLOON 
Name Girl 
---------------------------
---
Boy Dat e 
----- ----------
lo Did you like the play? Yes 
-----..-
No 
------
2. Did you think it was too short? · Yes ______ No ___ __ 
3. If you were going to read this play again which part would you 
like to read? All the characters are listed below. Write one(l) 
beside the part you would like to read very much. Write two (2) 
beside the part you would like to read fairly well, and three (3) 
beside the part you wouldn't like to read at all. 
Trixie 
------
----Monkey 
Balloon Keeper 
------ Big Bear 
____ Dipper 
' Pifflel It's Only a Sniffle! 
Girl Date Name __________________________ __ Boy_.. __ 
----
--------------------
1. Did you like the play? Check one. Yes No 
2. Did you think the play was too long? Check one. Yes No 
---
3· If you were going to read this play again which part would you like 
to ·, read? 
Below are listed the characters. 
Write 1 beside the part you would like to read very much. 
Write 2 beside the part you would like to read pretty well. 
Write 3 beside the part you would like to read not at all. J 
Mighty Germ Julia 
Fath er Arthur ---------
Mother Principal - ----
Johnny ____ _ Doctor------
Teacher --------- Sun 
4. Below is a list of some of the difficult words in the play. 
Put a circle around each word you cannot read. 
Draw a l i ne under any word which you can read but cannot understand. 
infi rm 
stress 
impishly 
intimate 
concernedly 
infecting 
5• Look at t he phrases listed below. 
affected 
unruly 
Draw a l i ne under any phrase you do not understand. 
maintain 
desist 
wither 
file in post-nasal drip woo influenza raspy cadenza 
balanced diet ornery tick 
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GEORGE INNESS 
Name____________________________ Boy Girl 
---
Date 
----
1. Did you like the play? Check one. Yes No 
2. Did you think this play was too long? Check one. Yes No 
If you wer~ going to read this play again which part would you like 
to read? All the characters are listed below. 
Write 1 beside t he part you would like to read very much. 
Write 2 beside the part you would like to read fairly well. 
Write 3 peside the part you would not like to read at all. 
_ _ _Mr. Innes 
An Artist 
----
__ ...;A Lady 
Mr. Wheeler 
---
A Little Girl 
---
Elizabeth 
----
First Man 
---
Second Man 
---
___ .Mother 
--~A Child 
---"A Couple 
____ Ogden Haggerty 
~. Below is a list of some of the difficult words in the play. 
Put a circle around each word that you cannot read. 
Put a line under each word that you can read but do not understand. 
portend preoccupied 
canvas scholar 
painstaking trade 
mass wits 
apparently :trb rtuna te 
exquisite daubing 
convinced exhibitions 
abroad breadth 
5. Below is a list of some of the difficult phrases in the play. 
Put a cirlce around each phrase that you cannot read. 
Put a line under each phrase that you can read but do not understand. 
the t ruth will out 
to be forward 
to capture just a little of this beauty 
landscape artist 
MUCH ADO ABOUT ANTS 
Name _____________________________ Girl ____ ~--- Boy Date 
------- ----------
1. Did you like the play? Yes 
--------
No 
-----
2. Did you think the play was too short? Yes No 
------- --------
3. If you were going to read the play again which part would you like to 
read? All the characters are listed below. Write 1 beside the part 
you would like to read very much. Write 2 beside the part you would 
like to read fairly well. Write 3 beside the part you wouldn't like 
to read at all. 
Dick Murchison Babe Moore 
------ -----
Nancy Murchison 
-----
------~Henry V. Henry 
Bob Moore 
----
______ Chuck Lacey 
Sue D.amnn. 
4. Below is a list of some of the difficult words of the story. Put a 
circle around each word which you cannot read. Draw a line under 
each w~rd which you could read but could not understand. 
______ rejection incompetance 
______ discouragement pig-headedness 
______ despair stupidity 
-----
levity demented 
_______ joists excavated 
----~~phenomenon accompaniment 
vibration alienist 
------
o. Look at the phrases listed below. Underline any phrase which you do 
not understand. 
making heavy weather raucous whisper 
had it in the bag termite riddance 
measured cadence hunt and peck 
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Name ________________________ __ Boy __ ~-- Girl ____ _ Date 
----------------------,.,-
1 • .. Did you like the play. Check one. Yes No __ __ 
2. Did you think this play was too long? Check one. Yes No __ _ 
3· If you were going to read this play again which part would you like to read? All the characters are listed below. 
Write 1 beside the part you would like to read very much. 
Write 2 beside the part you would like to read fairly well. 
Write 3 beside the part you" would like· not at ~l to read. 
Prince Rah __ ......; 
To ram 
---
Princess Nola 
---
Sibec 
---· 
___ ....;Professor ~eke 
___ Captain of Space ~.hiP 
___ Soldiers 
Radio Voice __ ......; 
4~ Below is a list of some of the difficult words in the play. 
·Put a ci rcl e around each word that you cannot read. 
Put a line under each word that you can read but do not understand. 
survived stratosphere emanating 
conquest phenomenon auxiliary 
preci.sely intensity atmosphere 
penetrate illiteracy fundamental 
exhale barrier 
miscalculated preposterous 
5. Below is a list of some of the di.f::Cicult phrases in the play. 
Put a circle around each-phr~se that you cannot read. 
Put a line under each phrase that you c~ read but ~o not understand. 
periodic observations 
timely intervals 
unhistorical developments 
collective effort 
vary in in~ensity 
coetly observations 
established fact 
country pitted against country 
ek1rt around the planet 
lessens considerably 
arsenal of the world 
protective film 
unforseen circumstances 
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